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REASSESSING UZBEKISTAN-INDIA RELATIONS:
HISTORICAL LINKAGES, CONTEMPORARY ENGAGEMENTS
AND FUTURE PROSPECTS

Uzbekistan-India relations represent a distinctive case of enduring civilizational continuity com-
bined with evolving contemporary cooperation. Rooted in centuries of interaction facilitated by the Silk
Road, the relationship has been shaped by sustained exchanges in trade, culture, religion, art, and intel-
lectual traditions. Following Uzbekistan’s independence in 1991, bilateral relations entered a new phase
marked by formal diplomatic engagement, institutional cooperation, and expanding strategic dialogue.
This paper examines the transformation of Uzbekistan-India relations in the post-Cold War era, with
particular emphasis on political diplomacy, economic collaboration, security cooperation, and cultural
and educational exchanges. It highlights India’s growing engagement in Uzbekistan in sectors such as
pharmaceuticals, information technology, healthcare, education, energy, and capacity building, along-
side Uzbekistan’s importance in India’s Central Asia policy. Furthermore, the study analyzes coopera-
tion within multilateral frameworks, notably the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), where both
countries share converging interests in regional stability, counterterrorism, and sustainable development.
This paper examines the historical foundations of Uzbekistan—India relations and analyzes their con-
temporary engagements in political, economic, cultural, and security domains. It highlights that shared
historical legacies continue to inform present-day cooperation, while new geopolitical and economic
realities provide opportunities for deeper partnership in the 21st century.

Keywords: Silk Road, civilizational ties, Central Asia, contemporary diplomacy, strategic partner-
ship.

MHAEPAXUT

Pecei1 xaHe OpTanbik, A3WSHbI 3epTTey OPTaAbIFbl,
A>xaBaxapaan Hepy yHusepcuteTi, Hblo-Aean, YHAICTaH
e-mail: inderjeet312singh@gmail.com

Tapuxu 6aiAaHbICTap, Ka3ipri bIHTbIMAKTACTbIK, YXdHe
60AalLaK, NepcrneKTMBaAap HerisiHae
O36eKkcTaH-YHAICTaH KaTbIHACTapbIH KaiTa 6araray

©36ekcTtaH MeH YHAICTaH apacbiHAAFbl KaTbiHACTap facblpAap OOMbl KAAbINTACKAH ©PKEHMETTIK
cabakTacTbIK MeH Kasipri Ke3eHAEri CepriHAl bIHTbIMAKTACTbIKTbI YLITACTbIPATbIH ©3IHAIK CMMaTKa me.
YAbl XKibek >KOAbl apKbIAbl OPHbIKKAH CaH FacbIPAbIK, OaiAaHbICTap €Ki XaAblK, apacblHAAFbI cayAa-caT-
TbIK, MOAEHMET, AiH, OHEP XKOHE 3UATKEPAIK ABCTYPAEP CaAaAaPbIHAAFBI ©3apa bIKMAAAACTbIKTbIH Ad-
MybIHa Heri3 GOAADI.

1991 XbiAbl ©36€KCTaH TOYEACI3AIK aAFaHHAH KeMiH eKi>kKakTbl KaTbIHACTAP XKaHa Ke3eHre KaAam
6acTbl. byA ke3eH pecMn AUMAOMATUSIAbIK, KATbIHACTAPAbBIH OPHbIFYbIMEH, MHCTUTYLIMOHAAABIK, bIHTbI-
MaKTacCTbIKTbIH HbIFAIObIMEH YKBHE CTPATErUsIAbIK, AMAAOT asiCbiHbIH KEHEIOIMEH epeKLLEAEHA, .

Makarapa KbipFru-Kabak, COfbiC asikTaAFaHHaH KemiHri keseHae ©36ekcTaH-YHAICTaH KaTbiHaCc-
TapbiHbIH, AaMy YAEPICi KapacTbIPbIAbIM, CasiCU-AMMAOMATUSIAbIK, OaiAaHbICTapFa, 3KOHOMMKAADIK,
SPINTeCTiKKe, KayincCi3AiK CaAacblHAAFbl bIHTBIMAKTACTbIKKA, COHAAM-aK, MOAEHM >KoHe OiAiM 6epy
GaiAaHbICTapbIHa epekiue Ha3ap ayaapbiAasbl. CoHbIMeH KaTap YHAICTaHHbIH ©36ekcTaHAarbl (hapma-
LEBTMKA, aKNapaTTbiK, TEXHOAOTMSIAAP, AEHCAYAbIK cakTay, H6iAiM Oepy, SHepreTnka >koHe apamm Karnm-
TaAAbl AQMbITY CaAaAaPbIHAAFbI bIKMAAAACTbIFbIHBIH KEHEIOI CapaAaHaAbl. ©30eKCTaHHbIH, YHAICTaHHbIH
Oprtaablk, A3us 6arbITbIHAAFbI CasiCaTbiHAQ aAaTbiH OPHbIHA Ad MBH GepiAeA.

3epTTeyae eKki eAAiH KemnkakTbl bIHTbIMAKTACTbIK, TETIKTEPI asgCbIHAAFbI ©3apa iC-KUMbIAbl, COHbIH
iwiHae LLlaHxan bIHTbIMaKTacTbIK, yiibiMbl (LLIBIY) weHGepiHaeri apinTecTiri Ae TaAAaHaAbl. ATaAfaH
YMbIM asicbiHAQ ©306eKkcTaH MeH YHAICTaHHbIH, OHIPAIK TYPaKTbIAbIKTbI HbIFAMTY, TEPPOPU3MIE KapChbl
iC-KMMbIA >KOHE OPHBIKTbl AAMYAbI KaMTaMachi3 €Ty MOCEAGAEPIHAETT MyAAeAepi ©3apa cabakTacaAbl.

Makanapa ©36ekcTaH-YHAICTaH KaTbiHACTAPbIHbIH, TAPUXM HETi3AEPi 3ePAEAEHIN, OAapAbIH cas-
CU, DKOHOMMKAABIK, MBAEHM >KaHe KaYiMCi3AiK cararapblHAAFbl KA3ipri bIHTbIMAKTACTbIFbl TAAAAQHAAbI.
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3epTTey opTak, TapuMxm MypaHblH OYriHri eKi>kakTbl KaTbiIHACTAPAbIH, CUMAThl MEH MA3MYHbIHA bIKMAAbIH
caKTan OTbIpFaHbIH, aA KAABINITACHIM KeAe YKaTKaH >KaHa reocasich XKeHe 3KOHOMUKaAbIK, karFaanaap XXI
FACbIpAQ eKi eA apacblHAAFbl OPINTECTIKTI OAQH 8pi TEpEeHAETYre KOAAMAbI MYMKIHAIKTED TYFbI3aTbIHbIH
KepceTeAi.

Ty#in cesaep: Yabl XKibek koAb, epkeHneTTik 6ariAaHbicTap, OpTabik, A3uMsi, Kasipri AMnAoma-
TUS, CTpPaTErnsAblK, 8pinTecTik.
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MepeocmbicaeHHe y36€KCKO-MHAUMCKUX OTHOLLEHMI:
UCTOpUYeCcKHue CBsI3U, COBpeMeHHOe B3aMMOAEUCTBUE
M nepcrneKkTUBbl Pa3BUTHS

Y36€KCKO-MHAMICKME OTHOLLIEHMSI NMPEACTABASIIOT CO6O0M 0COObIN NMPUMEP COYETaHUSI MHOTOBEKO-
BOM LUMBUAM3ALMOHHON MPEeMCTBEHHOCTU M AMHAMWYHO Pa3BMBAIOLLErOCs COBPEMEHHOIO COTPYAHM-
yectBa. Mx nctopnyeckme oCHOBbI ObIAM 3aA0XKEHbBI B XOAE MHOrOBEKOBOIO B3aMMOAEWCTBMS, BaXKHYIO
POAb B Pa3BMUTMN KOTOPOTrO UrpaA BeAnkunit weAkoBbin nyTb. CBSA3KM MEXKAY HAPOAAMM ABYX CTPaH (hop-
MMPOBAAMCb MOCPEACTBOM YCTOMUMBbIX KOHTAKTOB M B3aUMHbIX 0OMEHOB B Chepax TOProBAM, KyAbTY-
pbl, PEAUINN, UCKYCCTBA M MHTEAAEKTYAAbHbIX TPAAMLMIA.

IMocae obpeTteHns Y36ekncTaHoM He3aBUCMMOCTM B 1991 roay ABYCTOPOHHME OTHOLIEHWUS BCTY-
MMAW B HOBbIN 3Tar, 03HAMEHOBAHHbIN YCTAHOBAEHMEM OMULIMAABHBIX AMMAOMATUYECKMX OTHOLLEHWIA,
pasBUTUEM MHCTUTYLIMOHAABHOIO COTPYAHMYECTBA M PacCLUMpPeHMeM CTpaTermyeckoro AManora.

B cTtatbe paccmatpurBaeTcs pasBuTHe y36eKCKO-MHAMMCKMX OTHOLLEHWI MOCAE OKOHYAHMS XOAOA-
HOW BOWMHbI C OCOObIM BHWMaHWEM K MOAUTUKO-AMIMAOMATUUYECKOMY B3aUMOAENMCTBMIO, SKOHOMMUYe-
CKOMY COTPYAHMYECTBY, BOMpocam 6e30MacHOCTH, a Tak)Ke KYAbTYPHbIM 1 06pa3oBaTEAbHbIM CBA3SIM.
Ocoboe BHUMaHWE YAEASETCS PACLUMPEHMIO COTPYAHMYECTBA MHAMM C Y36EeKMCTaHOM B Takmx cde-
pax, KaK hapmaueBTMKa, MHPOPMALIMOHHbIE TEXHOAOTMK, 3APABOOXpaHeHne, o6pa3oBaHue, aHepre-
THKA M HapallyBaHMe MoTeHUMaAa. AHAAM3MPYETCS Takxke MecTo Y3bekncTaHa B moAuTHke MHaun B
OoTHoweHun LleHTpaAbHOM A3unu.

Kpome Toro, nccaeayetcs B3aMMOAENCTBME ABYX FOCYAQPCTB B PaMKaxX MHOrOCTOPOHHMX (hopmMa-
TOB, npexAe Bcero LLlanxarnckoin opranHmnsaumm cotpyanmyectsa (LLIOC). B pamkax 3Toi opraHmnsaumm
nHTepechbl YsbekmcraHa u MHAMM BO MHOrOM COBMAAQIOT B BOMPOCax 06ecreyeHms permoHaAbHoM cra-
OMABHOCTH, MPOTUBOAEMCTBUS TEPPOPU3MY M COAEMCTBUS YCTONUMBOMY Pa3BUTHIO.

B cTaTbe aHaAM3MPYIOTCS MCTOPUYECKME MPEATNOCBIAKA Y36eKCKO-MHAMINCKMUX OTHOLLEHMI U OCHOB-
Hble HanpaBAEHMS MX COBPEMEHHOIO B3aMMOAENCTBUS B MOANTUYECKOM, SKOHOMUYECKOM, KYAbTYPHOM
cpepax, a Takxke B obAacTu 6esonacHocTv. [loauepkmnBaeTcs, uTo obLee MCTOPUUYECKOe HacAeAme
NMPOAOAXKAET OKa3blBaTb CYLLECTBEHHOE BAMSIHWE HAa Pa3BUTME ABYCTOPOHHMX CBSI3eM, TOrAa Kak Co-
BpPeMeHHble FreoNnoANTUYECKME N IKOHOMMYECKME MPOLLECChl CO3AAI0T AOMOAHUTEAbHbIE BO3MOXKHOCTM
AAS AAAbHeNLLIEro yrAybAeHus napTHepcTBa Mexxay Y3beknctaHom n Muameid B XXI Beke.

KatoueBble caoBa: BeAnkuin LIEAKOBbBIV NMYTb, UMBUAM3ALMOHHBbIE CBA3M, LleHTpaAbHag A3sug, co-
BpeMeHHas AMMAOMATUS, CTpaTernyeckoe napTHepCTBO.

Introduction

Uzbekistan and India occupy pivotal positions
in Central and South Asia, respectively, and have
long served as cultural and commercial crossroads.
Despite geographical distance, the two regions have
maintained sustained interactions over centuries.
Uzbekistan’s independence in 1991 marked a new
chapter in Uzbekistan-India relations, allowing the
two countries to develop bilateral ties based on sov-
ereign equality, mutual respect, and shared interests.
This paper examines the continuity and transforma-
tion of the relationship, tracing its evolution from
historical interactions to contemporary cooperation.

The relations between India and Uzbekistan
date back to ancient times. The roots of the deep
and friendly ties between the two countries are deep
in history- from the Kushan era to the present day.
Al-Biruni (renowned Uzbek scholar in the 11th cen-
tury) visited India and authored the famous book
‘Kitab-Tahqiqg-al-Hind” which is considered one of
the most prominent studies on ‘Indian society and
culture’. The 1st Prime Minister (PM) of India Jawa-
harlal Nehru, visited (in 1955 and 1961) Uzbekistan,
when it was under the ‘Soviet Rule’ (Dwivedi, 2025,
p. 1). India was among the first countries to recog-
nise Uzbekistan as a sovereign state following its
independence in 1991. The two countries formally
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established diplomatic relations through an agree-
ment signed in Tashkent on 18 March 1992. Bilat-
eral ties were elevated to a “strategic partnership” in
2011 and have since been supported by institutional
mechanisms at political and official levels that facil-
itate regular dialogue and bilateral cooperation (Em-
bassy of India Tashkent, 2026). Uzbekistan is signif-
icant to India due to its ‘geo-strategic location’ at the
‘crossroads of Eurasia’ sharing land borders with all
four ‘Central Asian Republics’ and ‘Afghanistan’,
as well as its ‘abundant natural resources’ (Roy &
Roy, 2020, p. 106).

Material and methods

This study adopts a qualitative and analytical
approach to understand or examine the evolution
of Uzbekistan-India relations, analyzing from his-
torical foundations to contemporary ties or engage-
ments and emerging opportunities. The research is
based on primary and secondary sources. The pri-
mary sources include official documents and reports
from the governments of India and Uzbekistan, bi-
lateral agreements, joint statements, publications
from the Ministries of External Affairs/Foreign
Affairs of both countries. The secondary sources
include academic books, and peer-reviewed jour-
nal articles. The historical analysis is employed to
examine the civilizational, commercial, and cultural
ties between the two societies, while thematic anal-
ysis is used to assess current cooperation in areas
such as (i) Defense, (ii) Economic relations, (iii)
Cultural and people-to-people exchanges, and (iv)
Multilateral frameworks. The study also evaluates
key constraints affecting bilateral relations- spe-
cifically geographical distance, connectivity limita-
tions, relatively low trade volumes, and the need for
greater institutional and private sector engagement.
This methodology enables the study to assess both
the continuity of historical ties and the evolving
strategic significance of the bilateral partnership.

Historical foundations

The historical relationship between Uzbekistan
and India can be traced back to ancient and medi-
eval periods, particularly through the Silk Road,
which facilitated trade, cultural diffusion, and intel-
lectual exchange. Throughout history, ‘Buddhism’
was present in all former ‘Soviet Central Asian
Republics’ that were part of Western Turkestan
(all ‘Central Asian’ countries were part of West-
ern Turkestan). Initially, in the first century BCE,
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it spread from ‘Gandhara’ (Pakistan) and Afghani-
stan to the kingdoms of ‘Parthia’ and ‘Bactria’. The
‘Turkmenistan’ and ‘Northeastern Iran’ together
constituted the ‘kingdom of Parthia’, while southern
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and ‘Northern Afghanistan’
formed the ‘kingdom of Bactria’. Buddhism reached
the Sogdiana region- comprising central Uzbekistan
and northwestern Tajikistan- primarily from Bac-
tria. The 6th-century Chinese pilgrim or traveler
Xuanzang described two large ‘Buddhist monaster-
ies’ in Samarkand, the capital of Sogdiana (Sarkar,
2012, p. 48). These five ‘Central Asian’ countries
together with Afghanistan and Pakistan are home
to ‘Istan Buddhism’, as termed by Chris Stanford.
(Mishra, 2012, p. 17). The discovery of ‘Buddhist’
remnants in ‘Kara Tepe’ (near Termez) in Uzbeki-
stan is a testimony to ‘India’s Cultural Influence’
there (Mohapatra, 2021).

India’s historical connections with Uzbekistan
developed through sustained political, commercial,
socio-cultural, and intellectual exchanges from an-
cient times through the medieval period. The jour-
ney of the renowned scholar Abu Rayhan al-Biruni
from Khwarazm to India represents a significant ex-
ample of this intellectual interaction. These linkages
persisted despite the imperial rivalry between Tsar-
ist Russia and the British Empire. By the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, approximately 8,000
Indians were settled in Central Asia, where Indian
merchants and communities exercised consider-
able commercial and social influence. Alexander
Burnes’s observations during his visit to Bukhara
in the 1830s, including his reference to Punjab-im-
ported turbans being widely worn in Bukhara and
Turkestan, further illustrate the enduring commer-
cial and cultural connections between India and
Central Asia(Kaushik, 1998).

Indian kings and Namdhari Sikh sent several
missions to Tashkent and Samarkand to seek Rus-
sian assistance against British colonial rule. Ma-
haraja Ranbir Singh of Kashmir dispatched or sent
several emissaries to Russian authorities in Central
Asia, one of whom reportedly stayed in Samarkand
and studied the Russian language at a local school.
After returning to Kashmir, he became a Tehsil-
dar (Revenue head of a sub-district). This episode
highlights the political, diplomatic, and linguistic
dimensions of historical interactions. However, no
assistance was forthcoming from the colonial pow-
ers of ‘Russia’ and ‘Britain’, as they had no interest
in advancing the cause of freedom for the peoples
of India or Central Asia. It was only after the 1917
Russian Revolution that many ‘Indian Revolution-
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aries’ found sympathy and support for their cause
in Tashkent; the city became a pivotal hub for their
activities under the leadership of M.N. Roy, who
established an organization named ‘India House’
(Kaushik, 2010). The then PM Jawaharlal Nehru
visited Uzbekistan with Mrs. Indira Gandhi in 1955
and 1961. The PM L. B. Shastri visited ‘Tashkent in
January 1966°, tragically, he passed away there. A
road and a school have been named after him, and
both a full-size statue and a bust commemorating
him in Tashkent (Mavlanov, 2012, p. 144).

In the 1970s, Tashkent began to emerge as a hub
for Indology (Indian studies) and Indian languages.
Indian films were dubbed and screened in cinemas
and on television, gaining immense popularity
among the public. The on-screen pairing of Raj Ka-
poor and Nargis became widely celebrated. It was
an era when the craze for Hindi cinema and songs
permeated every household, fostering a great deal
of goodwill towards India and its people (Koparkar,
2025, p. 34). Uzbekistan Sharaf Rashidov, then First
Secretary of the ‘Communist Party’ led a ‘Commu-
nist Party of Soviet Union’ delegation to India in
1975. In the year 1987, a Consulate General of In-
dia was formally inaugurated in Tashkent. India’s
President R Venkataraman visited Uzbekistan in
1988 and this visit was followed by a visit by PM
V.P. Singh in July 1990. (Yadav and Wahlang,
2021, p. 70). The foundation for the post-Soviet era
was laid during President Karimov’s visit to India
from August 17-19, 1991. Several important agree-
ments covering various sectors were signed during
the visit. India established its Consulate in Tashkent
on 7th April 1987, which was upgraded to an Em-
bassy in March 1992 following Uzbekistan’s inde-
pendence, marking the formal institutionalisation of
bilateral diplomatic relations (Dmitrieva & Dhaka,
2025, p. 113: Mavlanov, 2012, p. 145).

Contemporary engagements

India promptly recognized Uzbekistan as a
sovereign and independent country following its
emergence as an independent state. The agreement
to establish diplomatic ties between two countries
was signed in ‘Tashkent’ on ‘18th March 1992’
(Sarkar, 2025, p. 96). Just a few months after the
disintegration, India took the initiative to develop
a partnership with Uzbekistan across multiple lev-
els. Drawing on longstanding historical and cultural
ties, India-Uzbekistan relations have evolved into a
multidimensional strategic partnership encompass-
ing trade, connectivity, defence cooperation, and

people-to-people exchanges (Kumar & Bawa, 2025,
p. 17).

During the Soviet era, India maintained very
close ties with the ‘Uzbek Soviet Socialist Repub-
lic’. Indian leaders frequently visited the capital,
Tashkent, and other significant or key locations. In
fact, President Islam Karimov was visiting India in
his capacity as the Chairman of the ‘Supreme Soviet
of Uzbekistan’ just as the process of the USSR’s dis-
solution was unfolding; he was the first among the
new leaders of the former ‘Soviet Republics’ to visit
India. Due to sudden developments back home, he
had to cut short his visit- which included a trip to
Agra, and return to Tashkent. Ambassador Ashok
Mukerji, India’s last Consul General in Soviet Cen-
tral Asia, was based in Tashkent during the disso-
lution of the Soviet Union in 1991. Following Uz-
bekistan’s independence, India opened an Embassy
in the country in March 1992, marking the transi-
tion to formal bilateral diplomatic relations (Singh,
2016). India and Uzbekistan elevated their bilateral
relations to a “strategic partnership” in 2011. Since
then, various institutional mechanisms at political
and official levels have facilitated regular dialogue,
consultations, and cooperation on issues of mutual
interest (Embassy of India Tashkent, 2026).

In the contemporary period, Uzbekistan- India
relations have expanded across multiple dimen-
sions. Since diplomatic relations were established
in 1992, high-level political exchanges have in-
creased, reflecting mutual interest in regional sta-
bility and economic development (Yadav & Wah-
lang, 2021, p. 68). Since 1992, there have been
frequent high level visits. The PM Narasimha Rao
visited Tashkent in 1993, PM Manmohan Singh
visited Tashkent in 2006, PM Narendra Modi visit-
ed Tashkent in 2015 and 2016. President Karimov
paid ‘State Visits to India’ in 1991, 1994, 2000,
2005 and 2011. Present President of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev has visited India in 2018 and
2019. A virtual ‘India-Central Asia Summit’ was
held in January 2022. President Mirziyoyev attend-
ed a virtual meeting of the Head of the States of
SCO in July 2023. Bilateral Agreements and Proto-
cols Signed during these visits between Uzbekistan
and India. (Dwivedi, 2025, pp. 1-2). Emerging as
a global economic power has provided India with
the opportunity to play an active role beyond its
immediate neighborhood- particularly in Central
Asia and Afghanistan. Its policies were designed
to enable it to play a significant role in the defense
and economic sectors across Asia by forging stra-
tegic partnerships with key nations. India has es-
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tablished strategic partnerships with Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan (Patnaik, 2026, p. 106).

Defence relations

Since 1992, defence relations between India
and Uzbekistan have developed into an important
component of their bilateral partnership. Defence
cooperation encompasses military training, joint
exercises, defence technology, military education,
and capacity building. The two countries conduct
the ‘DUSTLIK” joint military exercise regularly,
which focuses on strengthening interoperability and
counter-terrorism capabilities. Defence cooperation
has progressively expanded through exchanges be-
tween the armed forces and institutional-level en-
gagements, emerging as an important component of
the broader India-Uzbekistan strategic partnership.
Former Indian Defence Minister George Fernandes
visited Uzbekistan in February-March 2003 to take
delivery of the first of six IL-78 mid-air refuelling
aircraft for the ‘Indian Air Force’ (Dutta, 2003).
Mr. Fernandes held a ‘Press conference at Tashkent
Airport’ before departing for the historic Uzbek cit-
ies of ‘Samarkand’ and ‘Bukhara’. According to
Uzbek radio, no documents were signed during Fer-
nandes’s visit to Uzbekistan; the two sides merely
discussed ‘strengthening military and military-tech-
nical cooperation’ between both republics (Central
Asia-Caucasus Analyst, 2003).

To comprehensively expand and deepen bilat-
eral relations, President Karimov visited India again
from ‘April 4-6, 2005°. The ‘12 Agreements’ and
‘MoUs’ were signed, during this visit,. The four of
these agreements pertained to cooperation in the
military and military-technical spheres at the gov-
ernmental level. India and Uzbekistan shared the
view that international terrorism, in all its forms and
manifestations, constitutes a serious threat to inter-
national peace and security. Both countries unequiv-
ocally condemned acts of terrorism and called for
the early finalisation of the Comprehensive Conven-
tion on International Terrorism (MEA, Gol, 2005).
A significant step in India-Uzbekistan defence rela-
tions was taken during the Uzbek President’s visit
with the signing of the ‘Agreement on Cooperation
in Military and Military-Technical Areas’ between
the two countries’ Ministries of Defence. The agree-
ment provided a framework for cooperation in sev-
eral areas, including the exchange of military exper-
tise, development, production and repair of defence
equipment, training, and joint military exercises.
Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Raksha Mantri, signed the
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agreement on behalf of India, while H.E. Dr Kadir
Gulomov, Minister of Defence, represented Uzbeki-
stan (MEA, Gol, 2005).

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the
Central Asian republics in July 2015 marked a sig-
nificant development in India’s engagement with
the region. Initiatives such as the ‘India-Central
Asia Dialogue’, the ‘Regional Security Dialogue on
Afghanistan’, and the ‘India-Central Asia Leaders
Summit’ have since strengthened the institutional
framework of regional cooperation. Uzbekistan has
assumed an important position within this process,
particularly through the expansion of bilateral de-
fence cooperation. The growing defence partner-
ship has added a significant strategic dimension to
India-Uzbekistan relations. Defense cooperation
between the two countries advanced following the
visit of Uzbekistan’s Defense Minister, Major Gen-
eral Abdusalom Azizov, to India from ‘September
4-7,2018’. India and Uzbekistan have strengthened
counter-terrorism cooperation through joint military
exercises, military education, and military medicine.
Under the 2019-20 Plan, cooperation included spe-
cial forces training, military engineering training for
Uzbek personnel, air force exchanges, and initia-
tives to strengthen ‘Uzbekistan’s Karshi Aviation
School.” India also assisted in establishing an ‘India
Room’ at the Armed Forces Academy in Tashkent,
reinforcing military education and institutional ex-
changes between the two countries (Gupta, 2024).

Uzbekistan is recognized as a major military
power in Central Asia; India signed three MoUs
to enhance military training and defense coopera-
tion. Consequently, a joint military exercise named
“DUSTLIK 2019” was launched to tackle cross-
border terrorist activities. It was presided over by
India’s Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh and
Uzbekistan’s General Bakhodir Kurbanov (Min-
istry of Defence, Gol, 2019). The ‘1st edition’ of
the exercise was held in Uzbekistan in Nov 2019.
This joint exercise provided significant impetus to
the ‘ever-growing military’ and ‘diplomatic ties’ be-
tween the two states and reflected the strong resolve
of both republics to ‘counter terrorism’. The ‘Joint
Military Exercise’, “DUSTLIK II” commenced 10
to 19 March, 2021 in ‘Foreign Training Node Chau-
batia, Ranikhet” (Uttarakhand). This is the ‘2nd Edi-
tion’ of the annual bilateral joint exercise of both
armies (Ministry of Defence, Gol, 2021).

The third edition of the India-Uzbekistan Joint
Field Training Exercise, “DUSTLIK,” took place
from 22 to 31 March 2022 at the Yangiarik training
ground in Uzbekistan. The exercise was designed
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to strengthen interoperability and operational coor-
dination between the two contingents through joint
counter-terrorism training in a semi-urban environ-
ment. The concluding two days involved a valida-
tion exercise, in which the participating forces con-
ducted simulated joint operations against extremist
groups under a United Nations mandate (Ministry
of Defence, Government of India, 2022). The fourth
edition of “DUSTLIK,” was held from 20 February
to 5 March 2023 at the Foreign Training Node in
Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand. Forty-five personnel from
each army participated in the exercise, which sought
to strengthen military-to-military cooperation, en-
hance operational interaction, and promote closer
institutional relations between the Indian and Uzbek
armed forces (Ministry of Defence, Government of
India, 2023).

India and Uzbekistan have longstanding wide-
ranging cooperation in the defense sector. The two
countries regularly participate in a joint military
exercise named “DUSTLIK?”, its ‘5th edition’ was
held in April 2024, with the Chief of Army Staff,
General Manoj Pande, participating during his visit
to Uzbekistan (Embassy of India Tashkent, 2026).
The ‘6th edition’ of the ‘India-Uzbekistan Joint
Military Exercise’ “DUSTLIK-VI” commenced
at the ‘Foreign Training Node’, Aundh, Pune, and
was conducted from 16 to 28 April 2025 (Ministry
of Defence, Gol, 2025). India-Uzbekistan defence
cooperation has expanded into defence-industrial
engagement. Uzbekistan’s Defence Industry Agen-
cy participated in Aero India 2025, while the fifth
meeting of the Joint Working Group on Defence
Cooperation was held in New Delhi on 11 Au-
gust 2025. The ninth meeting of the Joint Working
Group on Counter-Terrorism followed in Tashkent
on 30 September 2025. At the regional level, the
third meeting of the India-Central Asia National
Security Advisers/Secretaries of Security Councils
was held in Bishkek on 16 October 2025, with NSA
Ajit Doval participating. The meeting addressed
counter-terrorism, technological cooperation, and
regional security challenges within the dialogue
framework established in 2022. The Joint Working
Group on Defence Cooperation, established in 2019,
has remained an important mechanism for bilateral
engagement, with its 6th meeting reportedly held in
Uzbekistan in August 2026 (Embassy of India Tash-
kent, 2026).

The ‘7th edition’ of the joint military exercise
“Dustlik 2026 between India and Uzbekistan con-
cluded successfully at the ‘Gurumsaray Field Train-
ing Area in Namangan’, Uzbekistan. The ‘Ministry

of Defence’ stated that this intensive two-week joint
training enhanced the interoperability and joint op-
erational capabilities of both sides in semi-moun-
tainous terrain. The Ministry noted that the exer-
cise progressed from tactical drills and specialized
weapon training to the final validation of integrated
joint missions. The concluding phase involved the
detailed planning and execution of six operational
stages. Troops were organized into specialized
groups, including elements for reconnaissance, air-
borne operations, surveillance, helicopter firing,
house intervention, and reserve units comprising
engineer and medical detachments. The Ministry
remarked that the exercise underscored the spirit of
brotherhood, mutual trust, and growing defence co-
operation between India and Uzbekistan (Akashvani
News, 2026).

Economic cooperation

Economic cooperation focuses on pharmaceu-
ticals, information technology, energy, agriculture,
and connectivity projects. Uzbekistan is the world’s
‘12th-largest oil producer’. Major reserves of oil and
natural gas are located in the ‘Ustyurt’, ‘Bukhara-
Khiva’, and ‘Fergana’ regions. India’s mineral re-
sources are far insufficient to meet its needs; conse-
quently, dependence on other countries is inevitable.
India produces 30% of its total demand, while the
remaining 70% is met through imports. India’s geo-
strategic interests in Uzbekistan are based on several
factors, such as the demand for natural resources
(Inakhiya, 2023, p. 4). India has also emerged as an
important partner in capacity building, education,
and healthcare, while cultural diplomacy- through
films, tourism, and academic exchanges- continues
to reinforce people-to-people ties.

The first systematic effort to strengthen relations
with Uzbekistan was made by India’s then PM Nara-
simha Rao, who visited the country in 1993. During
the visit, the PM offered a credit facility of ‘US$10
million’ to Uzbekistan (Mohapatra, 2021). Uzbeki-
stan joined India’s ‘Indian Technical and Economic
Cooperation’ (ITEC) programme in 1993. It was
the first country in the ‘Central Asian Republics’ to
become a member of the ‘ITEC programme’ after
gaining independence. The programme operates
across various sectors, including journalism, the
English language, management, mass communica-
tion, information technology, small and medium-
sized enterprises, and study abroad (Kumar, 2019).

The relations between two countries were
strengthened by the visit of the President Karimov
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in May 2000. This visit provided an opportunity
for both republics to share their views on (i) bi-
lateral, (ii) regional, and (iii) international issues.
Both republics share common concerns regard-
ing the threats posed by ‘religious extremism’ and
‘cross-border terrorism’, and they emphasized the
need to further strengthen ‘secular and democratic
ideals in international relations’. During the visit, a
‘Joint Declaration on Principles of Relations’ and
‘8 agreements’ were signed. President Karimov ad-
dressed a business gathering organized by the CII
and proposed cooperation in various sectors. In July
2000, the Secretary (East) visited Uzbekistan. The
discussions addressed bilateral issues as well as the
shared threats of religious extremism and terrorism
facing India and Uzbekistan (MEA, Government of
India, 2001). The sixth meeting of the India-Uzbeki-
stan Inter-Governmental Commission was held in
New Delhi on 7 March 2006. The thirteen-member
Uzbek delegation was led by A. Shaykov, Minister
of External Economic Relations, while Jairam Ra-
mesh, Minister of State for Commerce and Indus-
try, served as the Indian Co-Chair. The IGC con-
cluded with the signing of a protocol outlining the
programme of cooperation between the two sides
(MEA, Gol, 2007, p. 43).

At the invitation of India’s President the Uz-
bekistan’s President paid a state visit to India from
April 4 to 6, 2005. The visit of the Uzbek President
to India continued the tradition of regular high-level
exchanges in bilateral relations. India and Uzbeki-
stan have recognised trade and tourism as important
instruments for strengthening people-to-people con-
tacts, mutual understanding, and goodwill between
their societies. During the visit, the two countries
signed 12 agreements and Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoUs), further expanding the institution-
al framework of bilateral cooperation. Four of these
were at the ‘governmental level’, covering coopera-
tion in the fields of (i) education, (ii) culture, (iii)
sports, and (iv) small and private enterprise. Addi-
tionally, ‘Eight MoUs’ were signed between both
countries’ institutions in the sectors of banking, IT,
tourism, and education (MEA, Gol, 2005).

India’s PM officially visited Uzbekistan on
‘April 25-26, 2006’. During the visit, ‘6 MoUs’
and a “Work Plan’ covering cooperation in various
sectors were signed. Uzbekistan supported India’s
proposals for satellite-based tele-education and
telemedicine connectivity and approved financial
assistance for establishing the ‘Uzbekistan-India
Entrepreneurship Development Centre’ in Tash-
kent. It also continued to support India’s permanent
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membership of an expanded ‘United Nations Secu-
rity Council.” The Prime Minister inaugurated the
Jawaharlal Nehru Centre of Information Technol-
ogy, established with a Ministry grant of Rs. 3 crore
(30 million INR). The ‘Uzbek President’ accepted
the PM’s invitation to visit India (MEA, Gol, 2007,
p- 43).

India-Uzbekistan relations expanded across aca-
demic, economic, sectoral, and defence domains in
2006. Five scholars from ‘Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity’ participated in a conference on the ‘De-
velopment of the Social Market Economy’ at the
‘University of World Economy and Diplomacy in
Tashkent” from 23 to 25 May. The 3rd ‘India Trade
Exhibition in Tashkent” was inaugurated by Minis-
ter of State for Textiles Mr Elangovan on 6 October
and showcased a wide range of Indian goods and
services. Kirloskar Brothers Limited also donated
two pump sets to the Government of Uzbekistan
for installation in Samarkand. Institutional coopera-
tion developed through working groups on mining
and mineral resources and hydrocarbons, while Air
Chief Marshal S. P. Tyagi’s visit to Tashkent on 7-8
June reflected the continuing development of de-
fence ties. A delegation led by Rakhmatulla R. Ru-
zikulov, Chairman (Minister-level) of ‘Uzbek Light
Industry’, visited India from November 13-17, 2006
(MEA, Gol, 2007, p. 43).

The Indian energy company ‘Gas Author-
ity of India Limited’ (GAIL) has been expanding
its presence in Uzbekistan since 2006. Uzbekistan
has agreed to initiate technical discussions with the
state-owned gas company ‘GAIL’, enabling the In-
dian firm to begin natural gas exploration in this gas-
rich ‘Central Asian Republic’. This decision follows
meetings held in Tashkent between Uzbekistan’s
PM Shavkat Mirziyoyev and ‘India’s Minister of
State for Commerce’, Jairam Ramesh. India has
proposed assisting in the establishment of a ‘train-
ing institute for gas technology’ in Tashkent. This
institute will be modeled after the ‘Jawaharlal Ne-
hru IT Centre’ which was inaugurated in the Uzbek
capital last year by PM Manmohan Singh. Accord-
ing to an official statement, Mr. Ramesh also con-
veyed or expressed India’s interest in gold explora-
tion within the country, given that India has become
the ‘world’s largest importer of gold’. The ‘Uzbek
government’ has agreed to consider a proposal
from ‘Metals and Minerals Trading Corporation’
(MMTC) and the ‘National Mineral Development
Corporation” (NMDC) for gold exploration, pro-
vided the proposal includes value-addition invest-
ments- such as gold jewelry manufacturing- within
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Uzbekistan itself. The ‘MMTC’ and ‘NMDC” will
now prepare a proposal to submit to the ‘Uzbek gov-
ernment’ within the next 30 days (The Economic
Times, 2007).

India and Uzbekistan share deep historical and
cultural ties. India’s growing economic strength and
geopolitical significance have further reinforced its
desire to reconnect with ‘Central Asia’. PM Modi
paid an official visit to Uzbekistan in 2015. India-
Uzbekistan relations have witnessed significant
progress since President Mirziyoyev assumed of-
fice in December 2016. President Mirziyoyev paid a
state visit to India in October 2018 and subsequently
attended the ‘Vibrant Gujarat Summit’ in ‘January
2019’ as the chief guest. These high-level visits
have strengthened mutual cooperation between the
two countries (Gupta, 2021). Even more signifi-
cantly, India and Uzbekistan took the initiative to
jointly host the first ‘India-Central Asia Foreign
Ministers’ Dialogue’ in Samarkand on ‘January 12,
2019°. Meanwhile, at the 2016 ‘Tashkent Summit’,
India finalized the agreements to join the ‘Shanghai
Cooperation Organization’; this organization now
provides a framework for strengthening India’s ties
with Eurasia. Beyond cultural and historical links,
New Delhi and Tashkent share significant common
interests on various issues (Roy and Roy, 2020, p.
107).

Both republics have established ‘National Coor-
dination Committees’ to oversee the implementation
of mutually agreed-upon ‘projects and initiatives’.
These committees review projects involving grant
assistance and private investment proposals, while
also focusing on other aspects of bilateral coopera-
tion in sectors such as trade, investment, and educa-
tion. In August 2020, the inaugural meeting of the
committee dedicated to coordinating and facilitating
the implementation of bilateral agreements between
Uzbekistan and India was held via video confer-
ence; discussions centered on issues related to the
execution of joint projects in agriculture, pharma-
ceuticals, healthcare, education, and infrastructure
development (Sharma, 2025, p. 14: Umarov, 2022).

On 11 December 2020, both sides held a “Vir-
tual Bilateral Summit” where PM Modi and Presi-
dent Mirziyoyev discussed a wide range of issues
important to both the countries including the early
conclusion of the ‘bilateral investment treaty’, the
‘COVID-19 pandemic’, and combatting the threat
of terrorism by «destroying» ‘terrorist safe-havens’,
‘networks and funding channels’. A ‘US $448 mil-
lion Line of Credit’ for the development of infra-
structure, ‘information technology’ and ‘sewerage

treatment’ in Uzbekistan has been extended by In-
dia. Significant among the agreements were those
on digital technologies, cyber security and renew-
able energy. Among the issues discussed were the
situation in ‘Afghanistan’ and its significance for
stability, trade enhancement and security of the en-
tire region (Sengupta, 2025, pp. 25-26).

So far private investment is concerned, over
280 companies of Indian origin’ are operating in
Uzbekistan, and numerous joint projects are under-
way. Investments by Indian companies span sectors
such as pharmaceuticals (e.g., Cadila), the develop-
ment of airport and cargo complexes (e.g., GMR),
and healthcare (e.g., Ambani Specialty Hospital).
India’s institutional and commercial engagement
with Uzbekistan has expanded across education,
entrepreneurship, technology, innovation, and en-
ergy. Amity University and Sharda University have
established campuses in Tashkent and Andijan, re-
spectively, while ‘iCreate’ has partnered with Uz-
bek institutions to promote start-ups and incubator
development. Indian companies such as Dev IT
have also collaborated with Uzbek counterparts in
technology, research, and innovation. Meanwhile,
NTPC has participated in Uzbek tenders involving
consultancy services for Solar PV Power Plants and
gas projects (Sharma, 2025, p. 14).

India’s bilateral trade with Uzbekistan stands
at ‘US$ 756.60 million’ (according to 2023 Uzbek
data), a figure significantly below its potential; nev-
ertheless, India ranks among Uzbekistan’s ‘top 10
trading partners’. Both republics’ economic cooper-
ation encompasses trade, investment, and education.
India exports a range of goods and services to Uz-
bekistan, including mechanical equipment, pharma-
ceuticals, vehicle components, optical equipment,
mobile phones, and frozen buffalo meat. Uzbeki-
stan’s exports to India mainly consist of vegetables
and fruits, services, fertilizers, juices and extracts,
and lubricants. Indian investment in Uzbekistan is
estimated at around US$325 million, covering sec-
tors such as healthcare, pharmaceuticals, education,
and residential construction. As of August 2024,
317 enterprises with Indian capital participation had
been established in Uzbekistan. India’s educational
engagement is also growing, with Amity University
in Tashkent, Sharda University in Andijan, Sambh-
ram University in Jizzakh, and Acharya University
in Bukhara establishing a presence in the country.
(MEA, Gol, 2024).

Digital and economic cooperation between In-
dia and Uzbekistan has expanded significantly in
recent years. The 3rd meeting of the Joint Working
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Group on Digital Technologies, held virtually on
November 7, 2025, addressed cooperation in infor-
mation technology, education, cybersecurity, artifi-
cial intelligence, and other emerging technologies.
In February 2026, a ten-member Uzbek delegation
led by Mr. Bobur Khodjaev of the Presidential Ad-
ministration of Uzbekistan participated in the India
Al Impact Summit and held parallel discussions
with the Secretary (West), Ministry of External Af-
fairs, and Dr. M. M. Tripathi, Director General of
the National Institute of Electronics and Information
Technology. The discussions focused on strengthen-
ing cooperation in trade, investment, Al, emerging
technologies, skill development, and digital skilling.
Further momentum was generated by the India—Uz-
bekistan Business Forum, held alongside the Tash-
kent International Investment Forum in June 2026,
which brought together more than 200 government
and industry representatives. Discussions focused
on expanding trade, investment, and sectoral coop-
eration, including under the theme “Two Nations,
One Vision for Shared Prosperity.” (Embassy of In-
dia Tashkent, 2026).

Cultural Cooperation or People to People
Ties

Cultural ties form a vital foundation of both
countries’ bilateral relations. A highly active ‘In-
dian Cultural Centre’ is in Tashkent. In addition to
collaborating with numerous Uzbek organizations,
the Centre organizes classes on a regular basis. The
cultural ties between India and Uzbekistan reflect a
strong continuity between their historical connec-
tions and contemporary engagement; the past en-
riches the present and fosters an environment con-
ducive to the warm relationship shared by the both
countries (Dwivedi, 2025, p. 3).

The early 1990s witnessed the strengthening of
India-Uzbekistan relations through reciprocal high-
level visits. Indian Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha
Rao visited Uzbekistan in May 1993 and announced
the establishment of an “India Chair” at the Univer-
sity of World Economy and Diplomacy in Tashkent
and an Indian Cultural Centre in the city. Uzbek
President Islam Karimov subsequently visited In-
dia in January 1994, during which the two countries
signed agreements concerning economic and cul-
tural cooperation, telecommunications and postal
services, and the establishment of the Indian Cultur-
al Centre in Tashkent. These initiatives marked an
important step in developing institutional and cul-
tural linkages between the two countries (Mavlanov,
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2012, p. 145). Uzbekistan’s first president Karimov
was awarded with an honorary Doctor of Law by
Jawaharlal Nehru University in 1994 (Timurovna,
2024, p. 3). Since the very beginning of relations
between the both republics, governments have rec-
ognized the importance of cultural cooperation. The
1994 agreement on cultural cooperation was the
first step towards further deepening these ties. This
agreement encompassed areas such as art, cinema,
television, broadcasting, science, education, sports,
youth activities, the press, and publishing. Although
initially valid for five years, it was subsequently ex-
tended by both sides (Koparkar, 2025, p. 35).

The ‘Indian Cultural Centre’ was established
in 1995 (in Tashkent). The ‘Indian Cultural Cen-
tre’ organizes major cultural events in Tashkent to
mark India’s Independence Day and Republic Day.
As part of its outreach initiatives, it regularly sends
‘Kathak dancers’ and ‘Yoga students’ to various
provinces (Viloyats) to conduct ‘Joint Cultural Pro-
grams’. It functions under the ‘Indian Council for
Cultural Relations of India’s Ministry of Culture’.
The Centre conducts regular classes in the Hindi
language, Tabla, Kathak, and yoga. It also organizes
events such as film screenings, dance performances,
musical concerts, workshops, art exhibitions, public
lectures, and seminars. Additionally, creative activi-
ties- such as quizzes on India, Indian singing ses-
sions, Hindi poetry recitations, and essay writing- are
also held (Embassy of India, Tashkent, Uzbekistan).
An Indo-Uzbek IT Centre, named after the first PM
Jawaharlal Nehru, was opened in Tashkent in 1998.
A number of universities and educational institu-
tions from both sides have signed memorandoms,
and interact regularly with one another (Koparkar,
2025, p. 36). Indian think tank ‘Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses’ offered ‘10 scholarships an-
nually’ for students of Uzbekistan. Another institute
named, ‘Indian Council for Cultural Relations’ of-
fered ‘30 scholarships annually’ for the students
of Uzbekistan. In the year of 2002-03, ‘104 candi-
dates’, in 2003-04, ‘109 candidates’ and in 2004-
05, ‘100 candidates’ participated in the ‘ITEC pro-
gram’s’ training by ‘External Ministry of Affairs of
India’ (Kumar, 2019). The Indian Cultural Centre in
Uzbekistan was renamed as the ‘Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri Centre for Indian Culture’ (LBSCIC) in March
2005 (Embassy of India, Tashkent, Uzbekistan).

At the invitation of India’s President, the Uzbek
President paid a ‘State Visit to India’ from ‘4-6 April
2005°. The Uzbek President’s visit to India contin-
ued the practice of regular high-level exchanges bi-
laterally and symbolized their longstanding histori-
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cal ties and deep cultural affinity (MEA, Gol, 2005).
In response to the Uzbekistan president’s visits to
India, the India’s PM made an official visit to Uz-
bekistan on ‘25-26 April 2006’. During the visit,
the two sides held detailed discussions on further
strengthening bilateral relations in the political, sci-
entific and technical, trade and economic, cultural
and humanitarian spheres, along with on regional
and international issues of mutual interest (MEA,
Gol, 2007, p. 43). A ‘Center of Indology’ named af-
ter ‘Mahatma Gandhi’ was established at the ‘Tash-
kent State Institute of Oriental Studies’ with a grant
from the Ministry (MEAT, Gol, 2007, p. 43).

Bilateral relations between the two countries
received a significant boost after 2015, particularly
following PM Narendra Modi’s visit to Uzbekistan.
The leadership from both sides gave a boost lead-
ing to expansion of cooperation in various fields,
including culture and people-to-people relations.
The ‘Cultural Exchange Programme’ for the year
2021-25 was signed by the government of India
and government Uzbekistan in 2021. In addition,
governments have brought several new initiatives
to promote cultural cooperation (Koparkar, 2025,
p. 35). The knowledge and study of the Uzbek lan-
guage remain limited in India, despite the presence
of thousands of common words between Uzbek and
Indian languages. The Jamia Millia Islamia Uni-
versity has an Uzbek language centre, which has
conducted a graduation course of Uzbek for the last
many years. In 2021, centres for Uzbek language
were also inaugurated at Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity and Delhi University, offering a one-year
certificate course in Uzbek language. Recently,
‘Amity University’ and ‘Sharda University’ have
opened their campuses in ‘Tashkent’ and ‘Andijan’
respectively (Koparkar, 2025, p. 36). Uzbek sing-
ers like Kakhramon Gulomjanov have earned fame
by signing Indian songs in concerts organized un-
der his band, Havas Guruhi Hindi broadcasting on
the ‘Uzbek Radio’ completed 60 years in 2022. The
‘Namaste Hindiston’ programme went on for years
on the radio, popularizing Indian culture, festivals,
and songs. Indian movies are regularly translated in
Uzbek language and are shown in cinema halls and
television (Koparkar, 2025, p. 37).

A number of Uzbek students come to India for
higher education every year; some of whom receive
the government of India scholarships. Uzbekistan
has also been a partner in the ‘Indian Technical and
Economic Cooperation’ (ITEC) programme since
1993. As many as 2500 Uzbek students have re-
ceived training in IT, English language, and mass

media under ITEC fellowships (Koparkar, 2025, p.
36). Likewise, the number of Indian medical stu-
dents has risen in recent years. In 2022, Uzbekistan
provided 2000 seats in its medical colleges for Indi-
an students who had to halt their medical education
in the wake of the Ukraine Crisis (Business Stan-
dard, 2022).

India’s educational and cultural engagement
with Uzbekistan has expanded through the estab-
lishment of India Study Centres at 15 universities
under the “Aid to Uzbekistan” initiative. The ICCR
has also introduced two short-term Chairs- Eco-
nomics at Samarkand State University and Hindi at
Tashkent State University of Oriental Studies. Se-
lected centres have received IT equipment as well
as books, musical instruments, traditional Indian
attire, and cultural artefacts. Hindi-language coop-
eration has further strengthened cultural exchanges.
In January 2023, four Uzbek Hindi scholars partici-
pated in the World Hindi Conference in Nadi, Fiji,
where Nilufar Khodjaeva of Tashkent State Univer-
sity of Oriental Studies received the “Hindi Sam-
man Award” from India’s External Affairs Minister.
Such initiatives have contributed to the development
of'academic, linguistic, and cultural ties between In-
dia and Uzbekistan. For the 2024-2025 period, more
than ‘100 candidates’ from Uzbekistan were select-
ed under ‘ITEC’ programs (Embassy of India Tash-
kent, 2026). Indian cinema has maintained a strong
cultural presence in Uzbekistan since the era of Raj
Kapoor, with Indian films, artists, and music enjoy-
ing enduring popularity. This cultural affinity has
been reinforced through recent film initiatives. A
five-day “Indian Cinema Week” was held from De-
cember 17 to 21, 2024, to mark Raj Kapoor’s birth
centenary. Subsequently, the “Sashakt Nari- Cel-
ebrating Womanhood” film festival was organized
from March 13 to 16, 2025, with its second edition
held from March 12 to 15, 2026. The festivals fea-
tured women-centric films from Hindi and regional
Indian cinema, contributing to cultural exchange
and strengthening people-to-people ties between the
two countries (Embassy of India Tashkent, 2026).

Multilateral frameworks

Moreover, cooperation within multilateral
frameworks, such as the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO), highlights shared concerns re-
garding terrorism, regional security, and sustainable
development. Contemporary engagements reflect a
pragmatic partnership grounded in historical good-
will and aligned with evolving regional and global
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dynamics. On June 11,2010, the first President Kari-
mov, met with ‘India’s External Affairs Minister’
S.M. Krishna, who had participated as an observer
country in the ‘Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’
summit in Tashkent (Doniyev, 2022, p. 49).

The political climate in Central Asia appears
conducive to regional cooperation. This is reflected
in the policies of Uzbekistan’s new President, Mirzi-
yoyev, who has focused on fostering good-neighbor-
ly relations and strengthening regional cooperation
by adopting a flexible approach to resolving long-
standing water and border disputes with his ‘Central
Asian’ neighbors (Roy & Roy, 2020, p. 114). In his
‘landmark speech at the 2017 UN General Assem-
bly’, President Mirziyoyev emphasized the ‘prior-
ity of Central Asia in Uzbekistan’s foreign policy,
and the need to make the region peaceful and eco-
nomically prosperous’ (The Tashkent Times, 2020).
Within this framework, the scope and significance
of'the ‘SCO’ (of which Uzbekistan is a key member)
have expanded manifold, particularly following the
addition of ‘India’ and ‘Pakistan’ as new members.
The organization has evolved beyond merely serv-
ing as a mechanism for resolving border disputes;
it now actively addresses ‘security challenges’ and
fosters ‘economic cooperation’ and ‘connectivity’
among member states (Roy & Roy, 2020, p. 114).

India and Uzbekistan maintain active engage-
ment through multilateral and regional platforms,
including the UN, SCO, BRICS, and G20. Their
parliamentary cooperation was highlighted in July
2024 when Tanzila Narbaeva, Chairperson of the
Uzbek Senate, met Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on the sidelines of the 10th BRICS Parliamentary
Forum in St. Petersburg. Bilateral engagement also
takes place through the India—Central Asia frame-
work, particularly the India—Central Asia Summit,
India—Central Asia Dialogue at the Foreign Minis-
ters’ level, Joint Working Group on Afghanistan,
and Central Asia Business Council. Uzbekistan has
also participated in the Voice of Global South Sum-
mit, including two ministerial sessions on trade and
environment at its 3rd edition in August 2024. In
April 2025, an Indian parliamentary delegation led
by Om Birla participated in the 150th Assembly of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union in Tashkent (Embas-
sy of India Tashkent, 2026).

Uzbekistan participated as a BRICS partner
country in the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
held in New Delhi in May 2026, represented by Bah-
romjon Aloev, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs. An interaction with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was also held during the visit. Subsequently,
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on 27 May 2026, India and Uzbekistan signed a Bi-
lateral Market Access Protocol in the context of Uz-
bekistan’s accession to the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO), further institutionalising bilateral trade
cooperation (Embassy of India Tashkent, 2026).

Challenges and Future Prospects/Emerging
Opportunities

Despite the steady expansion of relations, sev-
eral challenges continue to constrain the full poten-
tial of bilateral cooperation. The most significant
challenge is ‘geographical distance and the absence
of direct land connectivity’, which increases trans-
portation costs and limits the growth of trade and
investment. The relatively ‘low volume and narrow
composition of bilateral trade’ also indicate the need
for ‘greater economic diversification” and ‘stronger
business-to-business linkages’. In addition, India
faces growing ‘strategic and economic competition’
from major powers including- China, Russia, Tur-
key, and other external actors in ‘Central Asia’.

Despite existing challenges, both relations offer
significant opportunities for deeper and more diver-
sified cooperation. Economic and trade cooperation
represents one of the most promising areas, particu-
larly in- (i) pharmaceuticals, (ii) healthcare, (iii) ag-
riculture, (iv) textiles, (v) information technology,
(vi) digital services, and (vii) renewable energy.
India’s expertise in pharmaceuticals, IT, education,
and healthcare can complement Uzbekistan’s grow-
ing economy and development priorities. The grow-
ing importance of various fields such as- education,
tourism, culture, yoga, cinema, and people-to-people
exchanges provides further scope for strengthening
‘India’s Soft-power’ engagement with Uzbekistan.
The cooperation in renewable energy, digitalisation,
artificial intelligence, and emerging technologies
could also create new areas of strategic partnership.
By combining their historical goodwill with new
economic, technological, and strategic initiatives,
Uzbekistan and India can transform their relation-
ship into a more comprehensive and future-oriented
partnership. Ultimately, Uzbekistan is likely to re-
main an important partner in India’s Central Asian
engagement, while India can contribute to Uzbeki-
stan’s efforts to diversify its external partnerships
and expand its links with South Asia.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that Uzbekistan-India re-
lations have evolved from long-standing historical
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and cultural ties into a contemporary multifaceted
partnership. Historical connections rooted in trade,
intellectual exchange, the Mughal legacy, and cul-
tural interaction continue to serve as a robust foun-
dation for cooperation between the two countries.
In contemporary times, defense cooperation encom-
passing military exercises, training, and counter-
terrorism efforts has gained strategic significance,
while economic ties have expanded across sectors
such as pharmaceuticals, agriculture, textiles, infor-
mation technology, and healthcare. Cultural coop-
eration, through cinema, education, yoga, tourism,
and people-to-people exchanges remains a vital
channel for fostering mutual goodwill. Multilateral
forums, particularly the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization, have further enhanced opportunities for
collaboration on regional security, connectivity, and
development. However, the findings also reveal that
economic and commercial ties remain below their
full potential, primarily due to geographical barri-
ers, limited connectivity, transportation costs, and
low private-sector participation.

Conclusion
The relations between India and Uzbekistan rep-

resent a distinctive combination of historical civiliza-
tional connections and emerging contemporary strate-

gic interests. India-Uzbekistan relations are grounded
in longstanding exchanges in trade, culture, intellec-
tual traditions, and people-to-people contacts. Fol-
lowing the establishment of diplomatic relations after
Uzbekistan’s independence in 1991, these historical
ties gradually developed into a multidimensional
partnership. Today, bilateral cooperation encompass-
es defence and security, trade and investment, con-
nectivity, education, healthcare, and multilateral en-
gagement, alongside traditional political and cultural
cooperation. The defence cooperation, particularly
‘joint exercises’ and ‘counter-terrorism efforts’, has
strengthened mutual strategic understanding, while
cultural exchanges and shared historical heritage con-
tinue to provide an important foundation for bilateral
relations. Nevertheless, the relationship faces several
constraints, including- (i) geographical distance, (ii)
limited connectivity, (iii) relatively low trade vol-
umes, (iv) logistical difficulties, and (v) increasing
competition among major external powers in Central
Asia. Addressing these challenges requires- (i) great-
er economic engagement, (i) improved connectivity,
(iii) stronger private-sector participation, and (iv) sus-
tained institutional dialogue. At the same time, op-
portunities in pharmaceuticals, digital technology, re-
newable energy, education, healthcare, tourism, and
regional connectivity provide considerable scope for
further cooperation.
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