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This article deals with the formation and development of listening
skills of students learning a foreign language. The authors have pointed
out some difficulties of comprehension of foreign speech by listening. Ac-
cording to the authors, for effective planning and conducting classes it is
necessary to diagnose students’ abilities, taking into account their moth-
er tongue and education background. A set of exercises may be used to
reveal students’ listening skills, attention, abilities to imitate and logical
thinking. Besides, a range of assignments for developing language, speech
and communicative skills are given. The authors emphasize that an inten-
sive work on the development of listening skills must be conducted at all
levels of mastering a foreign language, i.e. to be of a successive character.
Some recommendations on the development of listening skills in a non-
native group are also suggested.

Key words: listening skills; testing; language competence; speech
competence; communicative skills; stages of teaching and learning; tech-
niques.

Makanaaa wWweT TIAIH OKMTbIH CTYAEHTTEpPAIH TYCIHIN TbiHAQY
AQFAbIAAPbIH KAABINITACTbIPY MEH AAMbITY TypaAbl €e3 60AaAbl. ABTOPAApP
e3re TIAAEri Co3AepAl ecTin KabbinpaFraHAQ KE3AECETiH KMbIHABIKTAPADI
atan kepceTeai. ABTOpAapAblH Mikipi OoMbiHIWIA cabakka KypbIAFaH
>Kocrnap HaTvKe 6epyi YiiH eH aAAbIMEH CTYAEHTTEpAIH KabiaeTTepi
aAAbIH-aAQ aHbIKTaAbIM, ©3 TIAIHAEri GiAIM AeHremAepi ecernke aAbiHybl
Tnic. TecTianey matepuranbl PETIHAE CTYAEHTTEPAIH eCcTy KabiAeTTepiHiH,
bIHTACbIHbIH, AEHreiiH, MMMTaLMsS MEH AOTMKAAbIK, OMAay KabiAeTTepiH
AHbIKTAMTbIH XATTbIFYAAP KelleHi YCbIHbIAAAbl. MakaAaaa TiAAIK, ColiAey,
KapbIM-KaTblHAC »kacay LiebepAikTepiH AambITaTblH Taricbipmasap 6epi-
AeAl. ABTOPAQP ayAMTUBTI AQFAbIAAPbIH AAMbITaTbIH YKYMbICTApP LWET TiAIH
OKYAbIH GapAbIK, AEHreMAepiHAE XXYPri3iAyi TMIC eKEHAIrH XKOHEe OHbIH
Gipi3AIAIK cuMnaTbiH epekuie aTan KepceTeai. Makanapa e3re TiAAl AS-
picxaHaAa TYCiHIMN ThIHAQY KabiAeTTepiH KAAbINTACTbIPyFa apHaAFaH yCbl-
HbICTap GepiAreH.

Ty#HiH ce3aep: TYCiHIN TbIHAQY AQFABICHI, TECTIACY, TIAAIK AQFAbI, COM-
AEY AQFAbICHI, KapbIM-KATbIHAC AQFAbICbI, OKbITY KE3eHAEpi, TEXHUKAADIK,
KypaaAap.

B crtatbe peub naeT 0 (GOPMMPOBAHMM WM PA3BUTUM AYAUTUBHbIX
HaBbIKOB Y CTYAEHTOB, M3YYalOLLMX MHOCTPAHHbIN $3bIK. ABTOPbI YKa3aAn
Ha TPYAHOCTU BOCTPUSITUS MHOS3bIYHOM peun Ha CAyX. 1o MHeHMIo aBTO-
pOB, AAS 3(P(HEKTUBHOIO MAAQHMPOBAHMS U MPOBEAEHMS 3aHITUI1 HEOOXO-
AVIMa NpeABapUTEAbHAs AMArHOCTMKA CMIOCOOHOCTEN CTYAEHTOB, YUeT MX
POAHOIO 513blka M 06Pa30BATEALHOIO YPOBHS. B kauecTBe MaTepmana AAs
TECTUPOBAHUS NMPeAAAraeTCs KOMMAEKC YNPa>kHEHWI, BbIMOAHEHWE KOTO-
POro MOMO>ET BbISICHUTL YPOBEHb MX CAyXa, BHMMaHUS, CMOCOBHOCTM K
UMMUTaLLMM U AOTMYECKOMY MbILAEHMIO. B cTaTbe npeaAaraloTcs 3apaHmsg
AAS PA3BUTUS S3bIKOBbIX, PEUYEBbIX, KOMMYHUKATUBHbIX YMEHUI. ABTOPbI
NOAYEPKMBAIOT, UTO paboTa No pasBUTHIO Ay AUTMBHbIX HABbIKOB AOAXKHA
BECTMCb HA BCEX YPOBHSX OBAQAEHWUSI MHOCTPAHHbIM 3bIKOM, T.€. HOCUTb
NnpeemMCTBEHHbIN xapakTep. B cTaTbe AaHbl pekoMeHAaLMu Mo hopMu-
POBaHMIO HAaBbIKOB ay AMPOBAHUS B MHOSI3bIYHOM ay AUTOPUMN.

KAtoueBble cAOBa: HaBblKM ayAMPOBaHWS, TECTUPOBAHME, 93bIKOBbIE
YMEHMSI, PEUEBbIE YMEHUS, KOMMYHMKATVBHbIE YMEHMs, 3Tarbl 00yyeHus,
TexXHUUYeCKMe CpeACTBa.
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The process of mastering a foreign language presupposes the ac-
quisition of all types of speech activities: speaking, listening, read-
ing and writing. Amidst them listening takes an important place.
This type of speech activity is an active process aimed at contem-
plation, perception, identification and comprehension of messages
(every time new ones), which, in its turn, presupposes a model of
creative approaches to combining of the already acquired skills and
their effective application in conformity with the changed situation.

There exist a number of objective difficulties in the nature of
perception of authentic discourse by listening.

They are as follows:

— difficulties related to the perception of the language schemata;

— difficulties related to the perception of the content of authentic
materials (i.e. the relations between facts and events), general ideas,
and motives of conducts of the acting characters of the narration.

This kind of difficulties may accompany, to this or that extent,
any person

throughout the process of learning a foreign language. The main
task of the teacher is to develop relevant objectives for learners for
listening activities. For all that, it is necessary to take into account
such a psychophysiological moment as engendering of listening
techniques: motives (Why shall I listen to?) — intention (How shall
I listen?) — decoding of the stream of the authentic discourse (What
am [ listening to?) — comprehension of the nature and goals of
conversation by the speaker.

One of the main stages of the teaching process in learning a
foreign

language is to hold testing of students in order determine to
and assess a student’s ability which will give the teacher necessary
information for developing courses and conducting productive
classes.

Of course, while carrying out this kind of work the mother
tongue of a student and his education background must be taken into
consideration.

The results of testing of foreign students from English speaking
countries, the Middle East, China and Korea who are planning to
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study the Russian language are quite different. A
set of exercises, the fulfillment of which will help to
diagnose the level of hearing, attentiveness, abilities
to imitation and critical thinking, is suggested as the
evaluation materials for testing students.

These exercises comprise the following tasks:

— for revealing a student’s ability to imitate he
/she is given unknown words or phrases to repeat
after the first presentation or after the second or third
presentation if a learner is not able to repeat after the
first or second times.

— for testing students’ listening / hearing
abilities, they are given a pair of sounds which may
be absolutely the same or different (for example, 1)
[b-b]; 2) [b-b].

The purpose of this task is to find out if the
students differentiate one and the same or different
sounds.

— for testing students’ abilities to guess, the
teacher gives the learners a phrase or a sentence
where 1 or 2 unknown words are included such
as geographic names, proper names, international
words or exotisms, in order to make a student
«capture» the meaning of them and comprehend the
whole.

— for diagnosing to what extent the students are
attentive, they are given such a task: they look at
the picture for some seconds. Then they close the
picture and tell what they have memorized.

While learning a foreign language, it is very
important for a student to develop skills to differ-
entiate by listening the phonological pairs and into-
nation patterns, to perceive grammatical structures,
vocabulary, to be able to correlate the sounding with
the meaning, etc. But not all the students possess
such skills and habits. That’s why there exist dif-
ferent techniques for developing this or that exact
skill. For example, for developing listening / hear-
ing skills (technical skills), it is necessary to practice
the skills of differentiating the pairs of sounds. For
instance, for the students from South —East Asia it
is very difficult to differentiate such sounds as -1,
3-C, I-T, JI-P.

It often happens that they cannot «capture» the
main idea of the recorded text if they hear even one
unknown word or the familiar word with the other
ending. In order to help the students master this type
of speech activity, it is necessary for the teacher to
constantly develop and instill into students such
skills as:

1) technical — skills to differentiate by listening
/" hearing phonological pairs and intonation
nuances, as well as to correlate the sounding with
the meaning;

2) language—knowledge and skills of perception
by listening / hearing phonological and grammatical
structures, vocabulary;

3) speech — skills and habits of decoding sound
signals, i.e. to correlate the sounding with the
meaning;

4) communicative — skills to comprehend the
sounding instruction of the speaker (position), to
have and realize by listening the purpose of listening
position.

For developing the above mentioned skills it is
suggested to use such methods and techniques as:

1) imitation — drills and practice for
differentiating sound pairs, listening to the texts
with technical hindrance, «capturing» familiar
words from the stream of speech;

2) comprehension and learning by heart — after
repeated presentations of the material; listening and
filling in the gaps with omitted words, etc;

3) listening to the texts, retelling, asking and
answering questions, fulfilling comprehension
exercises with omitted words and phrases;

4) solution of problematic situations with the
given purpose positions for partners; listening
instructions.

It is impossible to shape and develop listening
skills and habits at once or at some stage of teach-
ing. At all stages of teaching listening must be an
indispensable part of each class. The students listen
to the audiomaterials «alivey, i.e. the teacher reads
himself / herself or they listen to the audiorecords.

In teaching a foreign language it is necessary to
use such educational methodical curricula (EMC)
which comprise sufficient amount of tasks designed
for the development of this speech activity as listen-
ing throughout the whole process of teaching.

Some forms of tasks aimed at developing of lis-
tening skills at the initial stage of teaching are given
below:

A. To differentiate phonological pairs and into-
nation nuances.

Examples:

1. Listen to the pair of words and syllables, put
(+) if you hear identical words, or (-) if you hear
different words (listening drills).

For example: oM — 10M; 1OM —IbIM; TOK-ZIOK

2. Listen and determine where to put a full
stop, an exclamatory mark or interrogative mark.
The teacher pronounces the phrase with different
intonations.

For example: Buepa Obuio Terto. It was warm
yesterday.

Buepa 6b110 Termmo? Was it warm yesterday?

Buepa 0b10 Temio! It was warm yesterday!
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3. Listen and mark the names in the list (de-
velopment of hearing, attention and guessing). The
teacher reads the names. The students have the list
of names and they follow the teacher. They mark
only those names that they hear (Xyan, Buxrop, 1O.
Hyxk, Kapuna, Jlunga, Mapu, Axmen, [layns, u T.1.)

4. Listen to the phrases where the car designs
are given. Write in the cards the car design which
you will hear. (development of hearing, guessing).

a) Slmonckas mammHa «ToioTa» MHE OuYeHb
HPaBHTCSL.

b) OmHaxapl s e3[Uiia Ha OTPOMHOM CTapoM
«Kamnnnakey.

¢) MammuHbl MapKu «HHCCaH» JIOBOJIBHO TIOITY-
nsipHbl B Kazaxcrane.

d) A xax Bam HpaButcs «Peno»? Hemnoxast, mo-
MOEMy, MalliHa.

e) A mHe Oompine Bcero HpaButcs «Mepce-
Jecy.

b. To be able to «capture» an unknown word
from the speech stream, to correlate the sounding
with the meaning.

For example, the students are given a microtext
to be listened and fulfill some comprehension tasks.
In fulfilling such kind of work the students must
keep in mind the purpose — why they should listen
to this or that text.

For example: a) to get the necessary informa-
tion; b) to be able to express your own attitude or
point of view to a certain event; ¢) to compare the
information from the text with the already known
data, etc.

B. To be able to identify the familiar word

1. Listen to the questions, answer them accord-
ing to the model and insert the omitted words in the
given answers.

With a focus on the development of language
skills, besides the basic textbooks, foreign students
studying at the Language and General Education
Department are recommended additional educa-
tional manuals on listening with CD disks which are
also building confidence of students for independent
learning. The teachers and experts of the depart-
ment have written the textbook «Learn to Listen and
Speak Russian. A Practical Guidance on Listening
and Speaking for Foreign Students at the Elemen-
tary and Intermediate levels of Teachingy» [4]. This
manual has been designed for the work in the lan-
guage laboratory for listening the audiorecords of
educational materials under the guidance of a teach-
er and for self- study work as well.

The work on the development of listening skills
is conducted not only during practical classes of
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Russian but also during the language adaptation pe-
riod. It is very important that during these classes
the teacher constantly tells them something that may
arouse their interests encouraging them to speak. No
doubt that using video-and audio -materials in the
course of conducting classes is a great plus.

For further academic success other educational man-
uals are offered to students: a) educational manual
on speaking. «Listen. Ask. Answer. Dialogues. For
foreign students». Belyaeva G.V., Gorskaya E.U.,
etc. [2]. This manual has 2 compact —disks for use in
class.

b) educational methodical manual «Let’s Go
to the Cinemal!» Aitpaeva A.S., Kildyushova L.V.,
Shouhovtsova T.A. [1]. This manual is provided
with editing records of 8 animated cartoons and 3
extracts from the feature film «Lermontov». The
material is grouped in cycles in increasing grade of
difficulties. These animated cartoons can he watched
in the Internet on-line. The usage of such technical
devices enables students to listen to phrases, dia-
logues or polysyllables, to listen to the texts with
technical hindrances, to repeat the words they have
memorized, phrases, remarks, etc.

The more and longer a student learns a foreign
language, the more important it becomes for him to
comprehend the speech in this language.

Skills and habits cannot be acquired immedi-
ately, that’s why it is very important to observe the
continuity of the learning and teaching processes.

It should be stressed that at the initial / elemen-
tary level of the acquisition of a foreign language the
learners can mainly comprehend short phrases, they
need to repeat them many times, the tempo of the
speech should be rather slow. The learner’s speech
will consist of the learnt by heart separate words
and cliches. He reads texts with familiar words and
phrases, sometimes «capturing» the main content of
the text if there is some visual support and back-
ground knowledge.

Taking into account the authors’ length of work
with foreign students, their experience, they can
give a range of useful recommendations on the for-
mation and development of listening skills in a non-
native class.

1. Listening must be a regular element of the
learning process.

2. Listening must be a regular element for
independent learning (in the language laboratory)

3. While working with the audiomaterials, the
students must know the main aim why they should
listen to this or that text: a) to get some necessary
information; b) to be able to express their attitude to
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this or that event; c) to be able to compare the new 4. It is obligatory to include assessment

message from the text with the previous information ~ procedures using a listening proficiency rating scale,

they’ve learnt, etc. in the diagnostic and examination materials.
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