IRSTI 11.25

Baizakova K.', Kukeyeva F.2, Pelipeiko X.?, Ordabayev A.*

"Doctor of history, Professor, e-mail:kbaizakova@mail.ru
“Doctor of history, Professor, e-mail: fturar@mail.ru
31t year master student, e-mail: ksenyal8996@mail.ru
“PhD student, e-mail: Aorda@mail.ru
Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Kazakhstan, Almaty

THE REASONS
OF CENTRAL ASIAN YOUTH INVOLVEMENT
IN TERRORIST AND EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS

Terrorism has become one of the factors of socio-political life, it has become one of the main threats
to security in the world. Never before have terrorist attacks brought so many victims and devastations
of a huge scale at one time, were not so professionally prepared and coordinated, did not attract such
heavy moral, material, financial, political and environmental consequences. However, the problem of
terrorism and extremism in modern society is worsened by the fact that more and more terrorist organi-
zations involve young people in their activities. Through the influence of various factors, such as: social,
political, economic, the most vulnerable to the ideological influence of young people, replenishes the
ranks of extremist and terrorist groups, whose leaders use and manipulate them for their own purposes.
Young people become a focal group for terrorists, as the impact on the immature psyche requires less
work and gives more success. As a result, they simply become victims, in view of their insolvency and
social, material insecurity. The young generation, by its very nature, age and position in society, has
those features and features of thinking and behavior that, in certain socio-psychological conditions and
purposeful influences, shape extremist personalities. Today there are about 500 illegal terrorist organi-
zations in the world and the activities of extremist individuals, groups and organizations are increasing
every day. A distinctive feature of modern international terrorism is globalization, which is based on
extremist ideology. The world community is concerned about the growth of terrorist activity which is
caused by numerous victims and huge material damage. The conducted research allows to consider the
main reasons for participation of young people living in the countries of Central Asia in the activities of
terrorist and extremist organizations. The materials of the article can be useful in a comprehensive study
of the problem of terrorism and extremism in the territory of the Central Asian region.

Key words: terrorism, extremism, youth, Central Asia, antiterrorist activity, recruitment, reasons for
involvement.
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Opranbik, A31$l XKacCTapbIHbIH,
AQHKECTIK )KdHe dKCTPEMMUCTIK YibIMAApPFa TapTbIAy cebenTepi

Teppopr3M KOFaMAbIK-CasiC emip akTopAapbiHbIH, COHAAM-aK, Kayimnci3AIKTiH Herisri kayin-
KaTepiHiH 6ipi 6oAbin TabblAaabl. BypbiH ewKalaH TEPPOPUCTIK WabybIAAAD OCbIHLLAMA YAKEH
aykbiMAQ KYypOaHAbIKKA >KoHe OVAIHYLIAIKKE OKEAreH >KOK, OCblHWaMa KaCibu AamblHAAABIM,
YMbIMAQCTbIPbIAMAFaH, ayblp MOPaAbAi, KAP>KbIAbIK, CAsiCU )KOHE SKOAOTUSAbIK, CaAAAPAAPFA BKEAMETeH
eAl. AAanaa, TEPPOPUCTIK YMbIMAAPAAFbI >KacTap CaHbIHbIH ©CYi OYriHri KOFamAarbl TEPPOPU3M MeH
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3KCTPEMM3M MPOOBAEMACHIH KYPAEAEHAIpPin oTbip. OCbiHAAM, SAEYMETTIK, CasicM, 3KOHOMMKAAbIK,
BPTYPAI (haKTOPAAPAbIH, bIKMAAbIHA, >KACTAPAbIH MAEOAOTUSIABIK, bIKMAAbIHA €H OCaA KewlbacliblAapbl
ManAAAQHBIAATbIH YKOHE 63 MaKCaTTapbl YLUiH alAaAbl SKCTPEMMCTIK >K8He TepPOPUCTIK TOMTapAbIH
KaTapblH TOAbIKTbIPaAbl. Kactap AaHKecTepAiH (DOKyC-ToMTapblHA arMHaAaAbl, ©MTKeHi >KeTiAMereH
NcUxMKara acep eTy a3 >KYMbICTbl KaXKeT eTeAl »KeHe Kern Tabbicka KOA KeTkizeai. HaTukeciHag,
0OAap TOAEM KaDIAETCI3AIriHe, 9AeyMeTTIK >koHe MaTeprasAblK, GeAricizaikke OaiiAaHbICTbl 3apAar
wereai. XKac ypnakTbiH 63 TaburaTbl, XKacbl MEH KOFaMAaFrbl OPHbI 60MbIHLLIA, BEATiAi 6ip SAeYMETTIiK-
MCUXOAOTUSIABIK, YKaFAalAapAa >KOHe 3KCTPEeMUCTIK TYAFaAapAbIH KAAbIMTacyblHA MakcaTTbl TYpAe
aCep eTeTiH OMAay MEH MIHEe3-KYAbIKTbIH epekiueAiktepi 6ap. byrinae aaemae 500-re XKybIK, 3aHCbI3
TEPPOPUCTIK YIbIM 6ap, SKCTPEMUCTIK TOMTap MEH YMbIMAAPAbIH KbIBMETI KYH CaiblH apTbil KEAEA|.
Kasipri 3amaHfbl XaAblkapaAblk, TEPPOPU3MHIH, arpblKlla epekKLUeAiri 3KCTPEMUCTIK MAEOAOTMSFa
HerizaeAreH >kahaHpaaHy 6OAbIN TabbiAaabl. OAEMAIK KaybIMAACTbIK, KenTereH KypbaHAap MeH 30p
MaTepUaAAbIK, 3aAaA KEATIpreH TeppopMUCTiK GEeACEHAIAIKTIH ecyiHe aAaHaarabl. 3epTreyaep 6isre
TEPPOPUCTIK XKBHE 3KCTPEMMUCTIK YMbIMAAPAbBIH iC-KUMbIAbl OpTaAblK, A31s eAAEepiHAE >KacTapAbl
TapTYAbIH Herisri cebenTepiH KapacTblpyFa MyMKIHAIK Oepeai. Makaaasarbl mMaAiMeTTep OpTaAbk,
A3usl aiiMaFblHbIH, ayMaFblIHAQ TEPPOPU3M MEH SKCTPEMU3MHIH, MPOBAEMAChIH XKaH-KaKTbl 3epTTeY YLUiH
namAaAbl 6OAYbl MyMKIH.

TyiiiH ce3aep: Teppopu3Mm, IKCTpemMn3m, >kactap, OpTablk, A3us, TEPPOPU3MIe KAPCbl iC-KMMbIA,
>Kaaaay, TapTbiay cebenTepi.
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IpuumHbI BOBAEYEHUSI MOAOAEXKM LleHTpaAbHOM A3uK
B TEPPOPUCTHYECKHE U SKCTPEMUCTCKME OpraHu3aLMH

Teppopuam cTaA OAHNM M3 (paKTOPOB COLIMAABHO-MTIOAUTUYUECKOM XKM3HU, OH CTAA OAHOI M3 OCHOBHbIX
yrpo3 6e30nacHoCTH B Mrpe. HuKkor aa npexkAe TeppopucTuUeckme atakm He MPUHOCUAM CTOABKO SKepPTB
1 pa3pyLLIeHUii OrPOMHOro MaclTaba 3a 0AMH pas, He ObIAM HACTOAbKO MPOECCUOHAABHO NMOATOTOBAEHbI
M CKOOPAMHMPOBaHbI, He MPUBAEKAAM TaKMX TSXKEAbIX MOPAAbHbIX, MaTE€PUAAbHBIX, (PMHAHCOBbIX,
MOAUTUYECKMX W IKOAOTMUECKMX nocAaeacTBuit. OaHako npobaema Teppopr3ma M 3KCTPEMM3MA B
COBpPEMEHHOM 06LLeCTBe yCyrybAsieTcs TeM (pakToM, UTO BCe BOAbLLIE TEPPOPUCTUUECKMX OPraHm3aLImi
NMPUBAEKAIOT MOAOAEXD K CBOEI AeSTEeAbHOCTU. bAaaroaapst BAMSIHMIO pa3AMUHbIX (DakTOPOB, TakKMX Kak:
COUMaAbHbINA, MOAMTUYECKUI, IKOHOMMUYUECKMI, HanboAee ySI3BUMbIA AAS MAEOAOTMUYECKOTO BAMSIHUS
MOAOAEXM, MOMOAHSETCS PAAbI SKCTPEMUCTCKMX M TEPPOPUCTUUECKMX FPYMM, PYKOBOAUTEAN KOTOPbIX
MCMOABb3YIOT U MaHWMYAMPYIOT UMK B CBOMX LeAsIX. MOAOAbIE AIOAM CTAHOBSTCS (DOKYC-TPYMMON AAS
TEePPOPUCTOB, MOCKOAbKY BO3AEMCTBUE Ha HE3PEAYIO MCUXMKY TpebyeT MeHblue paboTbl 1 AaeT 6oAbLLe
ycnexa. B pe3yAbTaTe OHM MPOCTO CTAHOBSITCS >KEPTBAMM BBUMAY MX HECOCTOSITEABHOCTM, COLIMAABHOM
M MaTepuaAbHOM HeyBepeHHOCTU. MOAOAOe MOKOAeHMEe MO CaMOM CBOeWl MpUpoAe, BO3PacTy U
MOAOXKEHUIO B obulecTBe 0OAAAAET TEMM uepTamu M OCOOGEHHOCTSIMM MbILIAEHUS M MOBEAEHMS,
KOTOpble B OMPEAEAEHHbIX COLMAAbHO-TICUXOAOIMUYECKMX YCAOBMSIX U L@AEHAMNPABAEHHO BAUSIOT Ha
chopMrpoBaHMe IKCTPEMUCTCKMX AMYHOCTeN. CeroAHs B MMpe HacumMTbiBaeTCst OKOAO 500 He3aKOHHbIX
TEPPOPUCTUUECKMX OPraHU3aLMi, M AeSTeAbHOCTb 3KCTPEMUCTCKMX AOAEN, TPYMM M OpraHuM3aumii
pacTteT C KaXAbIM AHeM. OTAMUMTEAbHONM 4epTOi COBPEMEHHOIO MEXAYHApPOAHOro Teppopusma
IBASETCS rA0GAAM3aLMs, OCHOBaHHAsi HA 3KCTPEMMCTCKOM MAeoAorun. MupoBoe coobLLecTBo
006€eCrnoKOeHO POCTOM TEPPOPUCTUUECKON ABITEABHOCTU, BbI3BAHHON MHOTOUMCAEHHbIMU XXepTBamu U1
OrPOMHbIM MaTEPUAAbHBIM yiLEep6om. [poBeAeHHbIe MCCAEAOBAHMS NMO3BOASIIOT PACCMOTPETH OCHOBHbIE
MPUUMHBI YYaCTUS MOAOAEXM B CTpaHax LleHTpaAbHOM A3um B AeSITEABHOCTM TEPPOPUCTUUECKMX U
3KCTPEMMUCTCKMX OpraHu3aumii. Matepuabl CTaTbu MOTYT ObITb MOAE3HbI NPY BCECTOPOHHEM U3YyUeHUN
npobHAemMbl TEPPOPM3MA U IKCTPEMM3MA HA TEPPUTOPUM LIEHTPAABHOA3MATCKOrO PernoHa.

KAroueBble CAOBa: TepPOPU3M, SKCTPEMM3M, MOAOAEXD, LIeHTpaAbHas A3usi, aHTUTeppopuUcTUYecKas
AESITEALHOCTb, BEpOOBKA, NPUUMHBI BOBAEUEHUSI.
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The reasons of Central Asian youth involvement in terrorist and extremist organizations

Introduction

The relevance of the article is reinforced by the
fact that at the turn of the 20-th and 21-st centu-ries
the problems of terrorism, religious extremism and
counteraction to these phenomena have be-come
one of the most important for both individual states
and the world community as a whole. In the period
under review, since the early 1990s, there have been
major political and cultural changes in the countries
of Central Asia, that is, the formation of independent
states, a gradual departure from Soviet ideology,
and the strengthening of the role of religion in
society. It was period, which was the starting point
for the formation of extremist and terrorist ideas in
the Central Asian society. The present youth has
grown under the influence of transitional moments,
instability and the desire to change the existing
system.

The problem of extremism and terrorism, in
view of its relevance, is studied throughout the in-
dependence of Central Asian countries, but after
the events of September 11, 2001, as well as the sit-
uation in Afghanistan, the researchers began to pay
more attention to this problem. When analyzing the
degree of study of the topic, the author of the thesis
used a problem-country approach. This is due to the
scale and nature of recent terrorist actions, which
indicate that they, having changed their es-sence,
have become a universal and general planetary
phenomenon. In this regard, it is necessary to clarify
the reasons for involving young people of Central
Asian countries in terrorist and extremist groups in
order to develop adequate methods for overcoming
these phenomena, to find ways to pre-vent them, and
mechanisms for overcoming and eradicating them.

In this regard, it is necessary to analyze the
factors that generate terrorism and religious extrem-
ism among young people. In the future, based on
the identified reasons, you can create a portrait of
a young man who has become a part of terrorist
organizations. This will make it possible to identify
young people susceptible to joining terrorist and
extremist organizations at an early stage and to take
appropriate rehabilitation measures.

Methods and theoretical approaches

The problem of extremism and terrorism due
to global, multidimensional and special political
significance is the subject of research in different
areas of science. A systematic approach to research
provides an opportunity to improve the process of
developing effective social technologies aimed

at minimizing the impact of terrorism on modern
society. In parallel, in modern studies of the
psychology of terrorism, the method of comparative
analysis is used, which allowed in the study of
theoretical and empirical material to correlate in
the description of the phenomenon studied various
theoretical ap-proaches based on their initial bases
(Ruby, Post, 2015).

Terrorism changes over time and develops
quantitatively and qualitatively. Comparative
analysis allows us to trace the beginning of
terrorist aggression, to predict its direction and
development. The appeal to D. Hardman’s concept
allowed to formulate the definition of terrorism as
a social phenome-non. Scholars and policymakers
are stuck in their efforts to outline the criteria for
distinguishing terror-ism from other state and non-
state violence. While some researchers argue that
setting globally ac-ceptable criteria for knowing and
identifying terrorist acts is important, others believe
that such criteria should be relative depending on
the situation, location, motivations, and national
policies (Peters, Mi-chael,2005).

The interdisciplinary nature of the problem
has led to the application of a complex of different
research methods based on a combination of socio-
cultural, socio-psychological and comparative
ap-proaches. To achieve this goal and achieve the
stated objectives, a wide range of general scientific
and special methods of qualitative and quantitative
research were used. Collection and analysis of
infor-mation, classification. Situational analysis
contributed to an understanding of the specifics
of youth participation in terrorist and extremist
organizations. A great influence on the study of
the causes of the spread of extremist ideas among
young people was provided by the sociological
method, which in-volves elucidating the all-round
dependence of youth on society, on its socioeconomic
status (Pemer-nsik, 2016). This method makes it
possible to understand the social orientation of young
people’s par-ticipation in terrorist organizations, and
also shows the regularity of youth’s connections with
all spheres of society’s life.

Results

Results expected after the studying are
expressed in the following theses: (a) the reasons for
in-volving the youth of Central Asia are complex;
(b) terrorist and extremist organizations use modern
technologies for recruitment; (c) the countries of
Central Asia conduct anti-terrorist measures based
on the experience of foreign countries.
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The subject of our study is the reasons for the
participation of young people of Central Asian
countries in terrorist and extremist organizations.

Discussion

Discussion in the context of studying the
problems of the involvement young people of Central
Asia into the terrorist and extremist organization.

The problem of terrorism and extremism in the
Central Asia attracts wide attention of researchers
from the states having interests in this region.
The Western researchers working on the problem
of ter-rorism is presented quite widely. The main
topics of research are the problem of terrorism in
general, the question of the definition of terrorism,
its origins, as well as the causes of its spread. It
is worth mentioning the work of B. Hoffman
«Terrorism — a view from withiny», since in his
study the Ameri-can analyst B. Hoffman considers
terrorism in all its manifestations (Xoddman,
2003). The fact that there are multiple causes of
terrorism, and because of the disagreement over
what constitutes terrorism, it is difficult to know
for sure what the overall solutions to terrorism
should be (Sageman, 2014). However, it is possible
to identify specific solutions to terrorist actions
based on the identifiable pat-terns, locations,
known causes, and dynamics. Newman argue that
radicalization and its extreme out-come — terrorism
— could be explained from the perspective of the
social cleavage theory through the dynamics of
existing intergroup conflict (Newman, 20006).
People tend to identify with their own group and
do everything possible to defend their group. For
them, what is branded «terrorism» is noth-ing but
a defense mechanism in solidarity with the group
people identify with (Schmid, 2005).

Another important direction in the writings of
Western scholars is the psychological portrait of a
terrorist. In this matter, John Horgan’s «Psychology
of Terrorism» will be interesting, where he reveals
the main factors contributing to the involvement of
people in terrorist organizations. Horgan identified
several factors that, in his opinion, can be considered
«risk factors», «each member of the terrorist cell
had a personal experience of persecution, real or
imagined. A potential recruit enjoys joining to such
a structure, he experiences an emotional upsurge and
realizes the meaning of his life, he fully identifies
himself with the ideology of the group. In addition,
for a person to wish to become a member of a ter-
rorist organization, a certain social experience is
required, he can be received in the family, among

ISSN 1563-0285

friends or in an educational institution» (Horgan,
2003).

Randy Borum, author of the book «Psychology
of Terrorism» cites a different hypothesis in op-
position to the theory of Horgan. From his point of
view, terrorists, as a rule, suffer from «traumas of
narcissism» (Borum, 2004), that is, from serious
damage that has been inflicted for a long time on
their representation of themselves as individuals.
This damage is so strong that it forces them to seek a
new, «positive» identity and regain their self-respect
and sense of significance through belonging to a
terror-ist group. The problem of terrorism can be
solved only after a thorough analysis of the psyche,
behav-ior and social status of a person in society
(Lake, 2002).

The most recent view of the problem of the
spread of terrorism and extremism is presented in
the book by Jarold Post «The Mind of the Terrorist:
The Psychology of Terrorism from the IRA to al-
Qaeda». Gerald Post believes that terrorism is a
purely psychological phenomenon, and therefore, it
is necessary to fight it not with weapons, but with
psychological methods (Post, 2007). However, due
to adifferent approach in determining the appearance
of a terrorist, there is no exact and generalized por-
trait of a person involved in terrorist and extremist
organizations. Imperative that any solutions to
ter-rorism should display «greater clarity in the
objectives and terms of reference utilized» (Irwin,
2015).

Among Western researchers there are no works
devoted specifically to the participation of Cen-tral
Asian youth in terrorist and extremist organizations.
There are no new works concerning the level of
the terrorist threat in the countries of Central Asia.
This issue for Western analysts was relevant dur-
ing the events in Afghanistan. Western researchers
adhere to an integrated approach to the study of
terrorism. In their works they present a general
picture of the concept of terrorism, and also explain
this phenomenon from the standpoint of psychology
(Crenshaw, 1992). First, it is believed that the
emer-gence of ISIL from the Middle East as an
international terrorist network accounts for the rapid
spread of terrorism related violence in the western
countries through its affiliates in many countries
and its re-cruitment of lone wolves on social media
(King and Taylor, 2011). Second, the militarized
engage-ment of Boko Haram in the northeastern
part of Nigeria by the Nigerian military forced Boko
Haram members to flee to neighboring countries of
Niger, Cameroon, and Chad, from where the group
re-cruited more members and intensified its violent
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acts against the local populations, government
facili-ties, and the law enforcement (Lentini, 2008).
The third factor is the regrouping and rebranding
of Al-Qaeda after the killing of Osama bin Laden
on May 1, 2011 in Pakistan, and the death of
Muammar Gaddafi on October 20, 2011 which
created a vacuum for the activities of terrorists in
Libya. Fourth, Al-Shabaab’s continuous activities
in East Africa, particularly in Somalia and Kenya,
and its collabora-tion with other terrorist networks
make the global counterterrorism efforts more
difficult in that region (Moghadam, 2006). The fifth
factor is that against the counterterrorism measures
and the war on terror by the United States and its
allies, the Taliban intensified its terror attacks
and war in Pakistan and Af-ghanistan, with a 29
percent increase in terrorism related deaths and 34
percent increase in battlefield deaths, making it a
total of 19,502 deaths in 2015 (Global Terrorism
Index, 2016). Without neglecting the other factors
that are not mentioned here, the sixth point is
the unpredictable nature of the transna-tionally
connected but domestically executed terrorism
related attacks by home-grown-lone-wolves in
the Western countries (Ahmed, Forst, 2005). The
transnational nature of the terrorist attacks that
oc-curred in Western countries, for example, the
terrorist attacks in Boston, San Bernardino, Orlando,
Paris, Brussels, Ankara, London, Berlin, and so on,
show that terrorism is no longer a Middle Eastern,
Asian or African problem. Terrorism poses a serious
threat to the national security of Western coun-tries,
and the world at large (Miller, 2006). There are
no specifically dedicated works on terrorism and
extremism in Central Asia, however, these works fit
well in Central Asia and can be useful in analyz-ing
the situation in Central Asia (Cynaues, 2008).

A number of articles are devoted to the influence
of Afghanistan on the level of terrorist threat in
the countries of Central Asia. V.V. Naumkin in
his work «Islamic radicalism in the mirror of new
con-cepts», «the process of formation of radical
extremist groups in the territory of Central Asia, a
special place is given to the terrorist group «Hizbut-
Tahrir» and the participation of unemployed youth
in it» (Haymxun, 2005). This topic is relevant for
Russian researchers due to the territorial proximity
of Rus-sia and Central Asia. Another important
topic is cooperation in the framework of the CSTO
and the SCO in combating terrorism and extremism
in all its manifestations (Cornell, 2005).

Cooperation within the framework of regional
organizations is an effective tool for combating
terrorism and extremism (Paxmonos, 2016). Russian

scientists began to consider one of the first terror-ism
as not only a political state, but also as a social one,
having its roots (Mcaes, 2007). There is a suf-ficient
number of interdisciplinary works devoted to the
causes of the spread of terrorism, but they dealt with
issues of terrorism in general, terrorist organizations in
the territory of Central Asia, without focusing on the
participation of Central Asian youth in terrorist and
extremist organizations (AnTo-HeHko, [1Ikerns, 2015).

An important direction in the issue of terrorism
and extremism in the countries of Central Asia is
NATO’s participation in security issues. So, in
the work of N.M. Omarov «NATO and Central
Asia: regional and national security and strategic
partnership» singles out the role of international
organiza-tions in the fight against international
terrorism (Owmapos, 2003). A feature of Central
Asian historiog-raphy is that basically all the works
are tied to certain events, such as the Andijan events
of 2005, ter-rorist acts in Kazakhstan in 2011-2017,
terrorist acts in Uzbekistan in 2009. «The problem
comprehen-sively, clearly systematizing the external
and internal factors of involving new members in
the ISIS series, first of all, from the active student
environment» (Sandler, 2015). The article presents
various points of view on the degree of solving the
problem today, as well as expert forecasts of future
devel-opments. The main forms of preventive work
for combating the recruitment of the ISIS of our
citizens are works with young people though NGO
(Enders, Sandler, 2006).

One of the most serious works devoted to the
history of the penetration of the extremist group
«Soldiers of the Caliphate» into Kazakhstan is
Yerlan Karin’s book «Soldiers of the Caliphate:
Myth and Reality», where a rather interesting study
was presented that showed the role of young people
in large terrorist organizations (Kapun, 2014).

Feature of another book by E. T. Karin «Between
ISIS and Al-Qaeda: Central Asian militants in the
Syrian War» is that the risk factors for the Central
Asian countries related to the activities of large
terrorist organizations were analyzed, since ISIS
and Al — Qaida. It is important to note that it is in
this work that the prerequisites for the formation of
non-traditional religious groups in the countries of
Cen-tral Asia are revealed. The main channels of
recruitment come from family ties, when relatives
call for them to Syria (Kapun, 2016).

Conclusion

The spread of terrorist and extremist ideas among
the youth of Central Asia is a serious problem not
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only for the entire CAR, but also for neighboring
states such as Russia and China. With the devel-
opment of information technologies and the growth
of communication methods, it is easier for territo-
rial groups to engage in the recruitment of young
people. They use various methods, ranging from di-
rect contact with a recruit using psychological tricks,
ending with the possibilities of the Internet and
other information resources. The Internet attracts
terrorist organizations in that everyone can gain
ac-cess, lack of strict government control, and the
speed and cheapness of disseminating information
make the Internet one of the simplest and most
effective methods of recruiting to date. One of the
rea-sons why young people come to these sites, start
discussions in communities, is to search for answers
to religion questions, that is, young people try to
independently study religious canons and founda-
tions, not taking into account the fact that most of
the religious information on the Internet is wrong or
interpreted in favor of radical terrorist organizations.

Thus, the process of involving young people
of Central Asia in extremist and terrorist organiza-
tions provides for a comprehensive use of special
psychological techniques, manipulating the con-
sciousness of vulnerable groups of the population,
and using all the possibilities of the Internet and
modern technologies to expand the number of
recruits among young people. Recruiters use an
indi-vidual approach, since every case and recruit
has its own characteristics.

In matters of radicalization of young people, it
is very important to determine the similar features
and indicators that individuals involved in terrorist
and extremist organizations have in order to create
a portrait of a person capable of radical extremist
actions. There are a number of characteristics of
each representative of a terrorist group, but still an
analysis of the biography, psychological portraits of
par-ticipants in terrorist groups allows us to identify
a number of similar issues.

The reasons for involving the youth of Central
Asia can be divided into ideological, psychologi-
cal, socio-economic and political. If we talk about
ideological reasons, it is necessary to single out the
desire to create an «ideal» society or state. Thus,
among the motives that encourage young Muslims
to go to jihad in Syria, to move to live in the
«Caliphate», experts note the desire to participate in
the crea-tion of an ideal state in the canons of Islam
with the goal of creating a just society of Muslims.

An analysis of the causes of the spread of
extremist ideas among young people shows that it is
necessary to begin the fight against extremism and
terrorism from the society where the personality of
people is being formed. It is quite difficult to take
into account psychological reasons in view of the
individuality of each case, but without considering
all the components of the process of radicalization,
it is impossible to give an objective decision on
countering terrorism in the countries of Central
Asia.
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