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TRANSPORT INTEGRATION AS THE DEVELOPMENT TREND’S
OF THE EURASIAN ECONOMIC UNION

The article discusses the development of transport integration of the Eurasian Economic Union,
shows the growing role of the EEU in the political, economic and military spheres, depending on the
strengthening of transport corridors. The transport and logistics potential of the Eurasian Economic Union
and its development opportunities go far beyond the integration group of states. The authors analyze
the key factors, depending on which transport integration develops in the Eurasian space; attention is
given to the priorities of the development of the Eurasian transport potential. One of the world’s larg-
est transportation systems is being created within the framework of the EEU. «Eurasian transcontinental
corridor», the new high-speed transport of mixed transport should become a key element of the revived
Silk Road. This project includes a new economic policy «Nurly Zhol» (Path to the Future), as announced
by the President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev. In the future, a new regional integration bloc
will be created, which will include other countries of the Eurasian continent, first of all, the partners of
the EEC and China in the SCO. The creation of transcontinental logistics corridors is a strategic task for
many centers of power in Eurasian. If by 2025 the process of formation of the Unified Transport Policy
is completed, if all existing obstacles are removed for transportation by any means of transport, then the
EEU transport systems will reach a new level of functioning, which in fact will indicate their integration.
Within the framework of the EEU, efforts are being made to coordinate the transport development strate-
gies of the participating states.
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Keaik nHrerpaumsicobl Eypasusiablk, 5SKOHOMUKAABIK, OAAKTbIH,
AaMy TPeHA|i peTiHAe

Makanaaa Eypasmsiablk, 3KOHOMMKAABIK, OAAKTbIH, KOAIK MWHTErpauumsiCbl >KeHe OHbIH KOeAiK
ADAIBAEPIHIH CasiCu, SKOHOMMKAADIK, XKOHE SCKEPU KYHABIAbIFbIH HblFalTyAaFbl POAI KapacTbIPbIAAAbI,
EypasmsiAbik 3KOHOMMKAAbIK, OAAKTbIH KOAIKTIK-AOTMCTUKAABIK, SAEYETI KOHE OHbl AAMbITY MYMKIHAIT,
EypasmsiabiK KeHICTIKTeri KeAiK MHTerpaumscbiHa 8Cep eTeTiH Herisri (hakTopAapAbl, €ypasusAbIK,
KOAIKTIK 9AeyeTTi AaMbITyAblH 6acbIMAbIKTAPbIH capanTayra Ken KeHiA 6GeAiHeai. Eypasusiabik,
KEHICTikTe KOAIKTI BipiKTipy yAepiciH 3epaeAey 6apbiCbiHAQ, EypasmsAbik, SKOHOMMKAADIK, OAAFbIHbIH
TPAH3UTTIK XXKOHEe AOTMCTUKAAbIK, DAEYETIHE, eyPasUSIAbIK, KOAIK DAEYETIH AAMbITYAbIH MOCEeAeAepi MeH
GoAalLiaFbl )KeKe KapacTblpblAaAbl. «Eypasus TPaHCKYPABIKTbIK, ASAI3i», aparac KOAIKTIH XaHa >ofapbl
SKbIAAAMABIKTbI TacbiMaaaaybl «KibeK JKOAbIHbIH» >kaHapFaH GOAIriHiH 6aCTbl SAeMeHTI GOAYbI Kepek.
ByA »ko6a Kasakcran PecriybamkacbiHbin, [pesnaeHTi H.O. Hazap6aes >xapusiaaraH «HypAbl )KOA» XKaHa
9KOHOMMKAABIK, CasicaTbiHbIH asCbIHAA KYpblAaAbl. boAawakTa Eypasms KypAbiFbiHAQ 6acka eAAEPAEH,
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eH aAAbIMeH, EypasnsaAbik 3KOHOMUKAAbIK, 0AAKTbIH >xoHe KbiTanablH LLIbIY-pafbl epinTecTepi KipeTiH
’KaHa anMaKTbIK, MHTEerpaumsAbiK, 6AOK KypbiAybl MyMKiH. Erep 2025 >biara Kapai bipbiHFai KeAikTik
casicaTTbl KAAbINTACTbIPY YAEPICi askTaAca, Ke3 KeAreH KOAIK TypAepiMeH TacbIMaAAayAarbl GAPAbIK,
KeAepriAep >KomblAca, oHAQ Eypasmanbik 3KOHOMMKAABIK, OAAKTbIH KOAIK XXYMEC X)KYMbIC iCTEYAIH, XaHa
AeHreniHe >xeTeai, 6yA OAAPAbIH MHTErpaLmMsCbiH KOPCETEAI.

Ty#iH ce3aep: KOAIK MHTErpaumsiCbl, TPAH3MT, KOAIK ABAI3I, BipbIHFaN KOAIK KEHICTIri.
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TpaHcnopTHas MHTerpaums Kak TpeHA pa3BUTUS
EBpasuiickoro koHomuueckoro Corosa

B cratbe paccMaTpmBaeTcs BOMPOC O PasBUTMM TPAHCMOPTHOM MHTerpaumu Espasuitckoro
IkoHommueckoro Colo3a, nokasaHa pactyias poab EA9C B MOAMTHYECKOM, 3KOHOMUYECKOW 1 BOEHHOM
cepe B 3aBMCUMMOCTM OT YKPEnAeHUst TPaHCMOPTHbIX KOPUAOPOB. TpaHCMOPTHO-AOTMCTUUYECKMIA
noteHuman EBpasurickoro dkoHommyeckoro Coto3a M BO3MOXHOCTM €ro Pa3BUTUS BbIXOAST AQAEKO
332 paMKM WHTErpauMoHHOM TrpynMbl FOCYAApPCTB. ABTOPbI QHAAM3MPYIOT KAKOYeBble (hakTopbl, B
3aBMCMMOCTM OT KOTOPbIX Pa3BMBAETCS TPAHCMOPTHAs MHTEerpaums Ha eBpa3uinCKOM MPOCTPAHCTBE,
YAEASIETCS  BHMMaHWe MpuopuTeTaM PasBMTUE  €BPA3MIACKOro TPaAHCMOPTHOro rnoTteHuMaAa. B
pamkax EADC co3paetcs oaHa M3 KPYMHEMWMX B MWMPE TPAHCMOPTHbIX CUCTeM. «EBpasmickuin
TPAHCKOHTMHEHTAAbHbIA KOPUAOP», HOBbIM CKOPOCTHOM TPAHCMOPT CMELLAHHOrO TPaHCMopTa AOAXKEH
CTaTb KAIOYEBbIM 3AEMEHTOM BO3POXAEHHOro LLIeAKkoBOro nytu. DTOT MPOEKT BKAOYAET HOBYIO
3KOHOMMYECKYIO MOAMTUKY «HypAbl JKoa» (IyTb B Oyayliee), 0 yem 0b6bsiBUA [pe3maeHT KasaxcraHa
Hypcyatan Hazap6aes. B nepcniexkTviBe 6yAET CO3AAH HOBbIN PErMOHAAbHbIA MHTErPALMOHHbIN BAOK, B
KOTOPbIN BOMAYT 1 APyrve cTpaHbl EBpasninckoro KOHTMHeHTa, npexkae Bcero, naptHépbl EDC n Kutas
no LLIOC. Co3aaHne TPaHCKOHTMHEHTAAbHBIX AOTMCTUUYECKMX KOPUMAOPOB — CTpaTernyeckas 3asava
AAS MHOTUX LEHTPOB cuAbl EBpasuun. Ecam k 2025 r. 3aBeplumntcs npouecc popmmpoBanns EamHon
TparcrnoptHon [OAUTUKM, ecAn OYAYT CHSITbl BCE CyLIEeCTBYIOWIME MPEnsTCTBUs Mpu nepeBo3kax
AOObIMU BUAAMM TPAHCMIOPTA, TO TPAHCMOPTHbIE crcTembl EDC BbIMAYT HAa KaUeCTBEHHO HOBbI YPOBEHb
(PYHKUMOHMPOBAHMS, UTO (DaKTUUECKM OYAET CBUAETEAbCTBOBATL 06 MX uHTerpauum. B pamkax EADC
NMPUAAraloTCsl YCUAMS MO KOOPAMHALMK CTPATErnii TPAHCMOPTHOMO Pa3BUTHS FOCYAQPCTB-YYaCTHNKOB.

KAtoueBble cAOBa: TpaHCMOPTHAs WHTEerpaums, TPaH3WT, TPAHCMOPTHbIA KOPUAOP, E€AMHOEe
TPaHCMOPTHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO.

Introduction

Transport is a system-forming infrastructure
branch of the economy and provides basic condi-
tions for the life of society, contributes to the socio-
economic development of the state and the imple-
mentation of its strategic national priorities. The
development of transport has largely determined
the progress and prosperity of human civilization.
Globalization and regionalization are two processes
characterizing modern international relations. Un-
der the impact of these two trends countries unite
and protect their economic interests through region-
al organizations. The vivid example of such organi-
zations is the Eurasian Economic Union, which has
been a result of continuous process of the Eurasian
integration.

The object of research includes transport
integration of the Eurasian Economic Union and

ISSN 1563-0285

its growing role with strengthening of political,
economic and military value of transport international
corridors. The subject of research is transport and
logistics potential of the Eurasian Economic Union
and opportunities for its development.

The aim of research is to give complex analysis of
the key factors affecting transport integration within
the Eurasian space and identifying priorities for
the Eurasian transportation potential development.
According to the aim of research the following tasks
have been set:

(1) to study the process of transport integration
within the Eurasian space;

(2) to determine key issues affecting transit and
logistics potential of the Eurasian Economic Union;

(3) to identify challenges and perspectives for
the Eurasian transportation potential development.

The methodological base of research includes
systems analysis, historical and comparative
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methods of research, structural and functional
approaches.

The Eurasian Economic Union» geographical
position facilitates construction of transport
and logistics routes of both regional and global
significance. This is a key factor for mutual
competitiveness and dynamic economic growth in a
rapidly changing and complex world.

Actually transport infrastructure as a key
instrument plays great role in the country’s
economy. On the one hand, it provides mobility of
goods and resources. On the other hand, it facilitates
accessibility of territories and gives opportunity for
freedom of movement of freights and passengers. The
unsatisfactory condition of transport infrastructure
leads to essential restriction of social and economic
development of the country. Moreover, control of
the markets and routes of goods delivery determines
the political weight of the state and its economic
development.

The transport systems of the Eurasian Economic
Union have all modes of transport and make a
significant contribution to the achievement of
the goals of sustainable social and economic
development at the global and regional levels.
Transport integration is one of the directions of the
process of international economic integration, which,
as a rule, is accompanied by the creation of separate
structures with specific management systems, rules
and mechanisms for decision-making. In modern
conditions, many countries actively participate in the
creation of regional economic associations in order
to increase the competitiveness of their economies
by eliminating tariff and non-tariff barriers and
pooling resources.

In modern conditions, many countries actively
participate in the creation of regional economic
associations in order to increase the competitiveness
of their economies by eliminating tariff and non-
tariff barriers and pooling resources. The EEU was
established in the format of an international orga-
nization comprising Belarus, Kazakhstan, Russia,
Armenia and Kyrgyzstan, which, in accordance
with the «Treaty on the Eurasian Economic Union,»
united regional economies into a «single economic
space» in order to improve the living standards of
the population of the Union, million people.

In accordance with the Union Treaty (section
XXI «Transport»), a coordinated (coordinated)
transport policy aimed at ensuring economic
integration, the consistent and step-by-step formation
of the Common Transport Space on the principles
of competition, openness, security, reliability,
accessibility and ecological compatibility.

In 2016, the Supreme Eurasian Economic
Council approved the main strategic document in the
field of transport integration of the Unified Energy
System - «Main directions and stages of coordinated
transport policies of the Member States of the Eur-
asian Economic Uniony. It is expected that by 2025
the process of formation of the Common Transport
Space should be completed by all existing obstacles
will be removed in the course of transportation by
any means of transport, the transport systems of the
Eurasian transport Union achieved quality level of
functioning, the fact of which will testify to the dy-
namics of Eurasian integration.

The fact that such world leaders as China, the
USA and the EU direct much effort towards creating
of the overland international transport corridors
connecting Europe and Asia says about the growing
political value of transport communications. China
advances construction of international transport
corridors within the «Silk Road Economic Belt»
project. The European countries develop cooperation
on international transport program TRACECA. The
USA embodies the interests through implementation
of the «New Silk Roady strategy across the territory
of Afghanistan.

In light of current events the EEU is becoming
a key element in the revitalization of the Great
Silk Road — a new milestone in the development
of the mutually reinforcing partnership between
West and East. Therefore international transport
corridors through the EEU are considered as a
way of integration into world transport system and
in world logistic space. Owing to availability of
transport communications Member states will be
able to provide transit of freights from the Asian-
Pacific region to Europe. As a consequence, it will
positively affect economic development of the
Eurasian region.

The role of international transport corridors is
studied in the political, economic and sociological
aspects. Russian experts Babynina L.O. (2009:
123-144), Vinokurov E. (2009), Vinokurov E.,
Libman A. (2014:341-358), Yakunin V.I. (2000),
Pak Y., Polyanova T. (2015: 199-209) and kazakh
researcher’s Gubaidullina M.S. (2014: 73-93; 2017:
227-242), Baymuhamedova G.C., Almagambetova
Sh. (2014:8-11) devoted their scientific works to the
problems of interrelation between development of
transport corridors and integration processes within
the Eurasian space. Eurasian transport issues are
reflected in the researches of Goncharenko S.S.
(2004), Rezer S.M. (2010) and Ryskulov D.M.
(2012). They investigated problems with Eurasian
transport corridors development, transport policy of
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Kazakhstan and Russia and prospects of the Great
Silk Way revitalization. The Center for Integration
Studies of the Eurasian Development Bank under
the leadership of Vinokurov published one of the
first solid monographs «Eurasian Economic Union»
(2017: 296 p.).

However, the rivalry between various projects
of international transport corridors in Eurasia was
not considered. Much attention to the importance
of international transport corridors in world politics
was paid in works of such foreign scientists as J.
Hibbs (2003), Stevens H. (2004), H. Karrar (2012:
99-113), Humphreys M. (2011), Konopelko A.
(2017: 1-17). Dozens of analytical reports and other
materials are available on the EDB website (https://
eabr.org/analytics/integration-research/cii-reports).

The process of transport integration within
the Eurasian space

On May 29, 2014 the Heads of states of the
Republic of Belarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan
and the Russian Federation signed the Treaty on
the Eurasian Economic Union. On October 10,
2014 Armenia acceded to the Treaty. On January 1,
2015 the Union of four Member States made its first
steps. On May 8, 2015 the Kyrgyz Republic acceded
to the Treaty on the EEU (Eurasian Economic
Commission, 2015).

On the territory of the Eurasian Economic Union
of more than 20 million km? with the population of
over 182 million there are: 1.6 million km of roads;
108 thousand km of railways (46% electrified);
107.5 thousand km of inland waterways in use;
793.5 thousand km of air routes (Eurasian Economic
Commission, 2015).

The establishment of the «Western Europe
— Western China» international road corridor,
alongside the launch of the United Transport
and Logistics Company would create a land link
connecting Europe and Asia and providing full range
of competitive transport and logistics services.

The most important direction of the EEU further
activities will be the implementation of objectives set
by Heads of states concerning the joint partnership
between the Eurasian Economic Union and the
«Silk Road Economic Belt» project in the field of
transport and infrastructure.

According to Vinokurov, transcontinental trans-
port and logistics communication has objective
constraints due to inadequate infrastructure (abso-
lutely crucial for central regions of the continent):
Transeurasian vision of transport corridors (rail and
auto); Regional common electric power markets;
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Telecommunications. On the path of Eurasian in-
tegration are the so-called asymmetries on the vast
Eurasian space (see map): Large number of states,
with huge differencies of economies, politics, and
societies, and cultures. The search of compromises
is severely constrained; The problem of integration
between democratic and authoritarian countries;
Large-scale asymmetry of economic development
and dependencies. Central Asia is ‘a laboratory of
Eurasian integration’ (see map). Among the main
ideas is «Eurasian integration could drive develop-
ment by integrating energy trade, non-energy trade
and transport, capital and labour flows, tourism, and
fighting against drug trading and the spread of epi-
demics», and «Open regionalism in Eurasia is an
economically optimal supplement to regional inte-
gration initiatives, in particular to post-Soviet inte-
gration» (21 b. Vinokurov, Libman, 2012: 9—-16)

«Eurasian Transcontinental Corridory, a new
high-speed multimodal transport route, is to become
a key element of the revived Silk Road. This project
is expected to be established in performance of the
«Nurly Zhol» New Economic Policy which was
declared by President of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
Nursultan Nazarbayev. The fulfillment of the
project would be based on the following principles:
higher speed, better service, lower costs, safety and
stability.

It is very significant to analyze the Treaty on the
Eurasian Economic Union which establishes new
long-term priorities of transport policy in the territory
of the Eurasian Economic Union. One of the key
elements of the Treaty on the Eurasian Economic
Union is Section XXI «Transport». Transport
is the driving force of our daily life; therefore its
development, safety and security determine the
level of country’s economic development, living
and social standards.

Section «Transporty» includes articles 86 and
87 governing the following: principles, objectives
and priorities of the Coordinated (Agreed)
Transport Policy; objective and priorities of the
Main Directions and Implementation Stages of
the Coordinated (Agreed) Transport Policy of
the Eurasian Economic Union; application of the
provisions of the Treaty on the EEU regarding
different transport modes; cooperation of the
Member States in the field of transport (Eurasian
Economic Commission, 2015).

According to the Treaty on the EEU, the Union
will conduct coordinated (agreed) transport policy
aimed at economic integration, consistent and
gradual establishment of a Common Transport
Area.
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Common Transport Area means a range of
transport systems of Member States providing for
free movement of vehicles, passengers and cargo
as well as vehicle compatibility based on the
harmonized transport legislation of Member States.

There are six main principles of the coordinated
(agreed) transport policy conducted by the EEU:
competitiveness, transparency, security, reliability,
accessibility, and green technology. Among the
objectives of the coordinated (agreed) transport
policy are the following: establishment of Common
Market of Transportation Services; adoption of
agreed measures ensuring mutually beneficial
conditions and introduction of best practices in
transport; integration of transport systems of
Member States into the global transport system;
efficient use of transit potential of Member States;
transport safety; reduction of negative effects of
transport on the environment and human health;
attraction of foreign investments.

As for the priorities of the coordinated (agreed)
transport policy of the EEU, they are:

— formation of a Common Transport Area;

— establishment and development of Eurasian
Transport Corridors;

— fulfillment and development of the Union
transit potential;

— coordination of transport infrastructure
development;

— establishment of logistics centers and
transport organizations ensuring optimization of
carriage;

— attraction of the Member States workforce;

— science and innovation in transport.

Implementation of the coordinated (agreed)
transport policy would ensure reduce of delivery
time and transport costs, increase of mobility and
transport accessibility, elimination of «bottlenecks»,
and facilitation of economic attractiveness of the
Union for transit flows.

Specific attention to road transport of the EEU is
caused by the role which it plays in a chain of cargo
delivery. Actually economic relations between
Member states are facilitated with all means of
transport. However, road transport provides more
than 80 percent of total amount of transportation of
goods in Member states, serving almost all branches
of economy. Advantages of road transport are
high operational and commercial maneuverability,
technological adaptability and possibility of door-
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to-door service when compared to other means of
transport.

Road transport is one of the key elements
of business development, especially small and
medium business, which is most interested in
sending freights by small parties. In this regard,
on May &, 2015 the Heads of Member States of
the Union approved the Program of Gradual
Liberalization of Cargo Transportation Carried out
by Carriers Registered on the Territory of one of
the EEU Member States between Points Located
on the Territory of Another EEU Member State
for the Period from 2016 to 2025. The aim of the
program is to facilitate the access for the EEU
road freight transport to the Common Transport
Market, regardless of nationality or the state
of registration. The objective of the program
is to establish a roadmap for the Member States
to gradually remove restrictions in road freight
cabotage Member States along with the Eurasian
Economic Commission would annually assess
the functioning of the Common Transport Market
and consider the possibility of opening domestic
transport markets, including road freight cabotage.
In case of negative effects of road freight cabotage
in the regions of operation the Commission and
Member States would hold consultations on the
adoption of protection measures.

Factors affecting transit and logistics
potential of the Eurasian Economic Union

The key reason for the failure to attract transit
business to overland Eurasian corridors is the
undeniable commercial benefits of using sea freight
from the eastern and southern provinces of China
and other Southeast Asian countries. The main
competitive advantages that sea transit routes have
over overland routes are:

1) Cheaper tariffs:

2) Customer service and compliance with
international quality standards: They use state-
of-the-art technology, offer discounts to regular
customers, etc.

Given geographic location and national
economic interests, Russia, Kazakhstan and their
neighbours have a direct interest in the Eurasian
integration process extending beyond the boundaries
of the post-Soviet space and involving the most
important countries in the region. Projects being
implemented in certain economic sectors provide
solid foundations for regional economic integration,
which begins in key sectors and eventually extends
outwards to the institutional level. For this reason,
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the electricity and transport industries must be
considered as economic priorities.

Increasing the volume of freight transit using
Eurasian international transport corridors is made
difficult in a number of ways. The main impediments
to the full-scale integration of road and rail transport
in the EEU member countries are either physical or
non-physical, with the following identified as the
most acute:

1) Non-physical barriers are those non-
technical barriers to trade, which, to a large degree,
are «manmade»; these are: protracted customs
procedures at border crossing points, which
significantly increase waiting times for vehicles and
rolling stock; random inspections, often requiring
sealed transit containers to be opened; non-
harmonized transit tariffs across the CIS — despite
the signing of international agreements, transit
tariffs still vary from country to country; migration
rules — the time drivers are allowed to stay in the
EEU differs from country to country.

2) Physical barriers include: obsolescence and
shortages of rail cars, containers and locomotives;
non-compliance of existing infrastructure and
technology with international quality standards
(route handling capacities, etc.); inadequate
processing capacity at border crossing points; poorly
developed logistic and communications networks
and motorway service facilities; insufficient
capacity for cargo handling, consolidation and
deconsolidation.

It is also important to highlight developments
that have had a positive impact in creating a unified
transport system and encouraging transit: the full-
scale commercialization of the road transport sector,
which is now dominated by private owners; equal
access to domestic freight services markets for
private and public carriers; unrestricted (or almost
unrestricted) access to foreign cargo facilities
(notably, however, each member country bans
foreign operators from engaging in coastal freight
transport); the freedom to select a carrier for the
purposes of export and import contracts; the absence
of legal restrictions on foreign ownership of road
transport companies; the abolition of permits for
return journeys between certain member countries.

In general, transport cooperation could become
a catalyst for interconnecting various initiatives
like the Eurasian Economic Union, the Silk Road
Economic Belt and the New Silk Road Strategy.
The implementation of these recently announced
projects would greatly benefit the Eurasian region.

At present, the Chinese initiative of the Silk Road
Economic Belt is the only international project aimed
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at the development of the transit potential of Central
Asia. It will play a key role in Kazakhstan, as the
new routes will pass through its territory. It should
also be emphasized that Kazakhstan, which has no
sea outlet, is interested, in one way or another, in the
implementation of transport corridors construction
projects. In this case, Kazakhstan has the opportunity
to become a hub of transit routes both in the «North-
South» and «East-West» directions. In the future,
the Silk Road project can make economic growth in
Kazakhstan possible, if natural resources cease to be
a source of funding. Most importantly, the extensive
transport corridors system significantly reduces the
level of geopolitical tensions in the region. The
Eurasian economic development and the ongoing
geopolitical challenges requires a balanced foreign
economy policy and considering opportunities for
new transport routes. Apart from the Silk Road
Economic Belt project, the United States also has
its vision for Central Asia’s transport strategy. The
project named «New Silk Road» seeks to link the
region to global markets via North-South routes.
It is assumed that developing a highway — and
possibly creating a rail link between Central Asia
and India through Afghanistan and Pakistan — will
help stabilize the region and bring Central Asian
products to the world market via the Indian Ocean
coastline.

Challenges and opportunities for the Eurasian
transportation potential improvement

The five Central Asian states, as well as two of
the three post-soviet Caucasus Republics (Georgia
being the exception) share a common geographic
constrain: being landlocked. Their integration in the
world market has been the most relevant issue for
the governments in the 25 years after independence.
Today, the booming Sino-European trade exchange,
the Chinese economic growth and China’s political-
economic re-balancing act toward the «inner
Asian frontier» seems to offer for the first time
after centuries a concrete possibility for the central
Asian countries to play the card of Transport and
Trade Bridge between the two poles. In this process
Kazakhstan has profiled itself as the most active and
successful actor.

The Eurasian Union could become one valuable
instrument toward creating an open common
transport space and facilitator of transport and
transit across Eurasia.

The pacifying effect of bilateral or multilateral
trade is widely known in contemporary international
relations. Besides, the projects on the development

of transport infrastructure and mutual trade will
also promote exchange of ideas and strengthening
of contacts between people through borders. It
is necessary to understand that although at first
increase of transnational mobility can cause concern
about safety in certain states, it will be useful for
regional cooperation, prosperity and safety in
the long term. Doubtless, realization of all above
mentioned initiatives is important for the Eurasian
people as great regional integration, cooperation and
interdependence have to reduce negative potential of
the global rivalry which threatens peace and safety
within the Eurasian space.

As the world practice shows, the rapid
technological progress during scientific and technical
revolution of the 1960-1970s had the defining
value for the transport complex development in the
second half of the 20th century. It became widely
known as «transport revolution». So far, this factor
facilitates the development of all transport modes. It
is supposed that in the nearest future in the field of
interaction of different transport modes new means
for delivery without overload on a formula «door-
to-door» will be constantly created and improved.
Furthermore, «transport revolution» will lead to the
extension of container cargo transportation, joining
of computer information systems of all types of
transport services, and creation of the general systems
of different transport modes, etc. Such innovations
will allow to include transport in a network of the
international commercial backgrounds.

Therefore, innovative development of transport
complex is represented as vital condition for
ensuring sustainable economic growth. Considering
the importance of integration processes within the
Eurasian space, creation of innovative transport
system is the pressing problem in the Eurasian
region in general. For Russia and other countries of
the EEU its development is extremely important. In
this regard one more factor plays significant role: the
share of transport expenses in the internal regional
product is rather high because of the big extent of
the territory.

Conducting coordinated transport policy will be
the key element of infrastructure development of the
EEU, and creation of common market of transport
services will be one of its main priorities.

In the long term the essential growth of transit
appeal of the EEU countries will be promoted by
creation of the United Transport and Logistics
Company (UTLC) by the railroads of Belarus,
Kazakhstan and Russia. According to the Concept
and business plan of the UTLC creation, benefits
from infrastructure improvement are: the income
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will make 1.6 bln. dollars, and the cumulative
contribution to GDP of the EEU countries will be
of 11.1 bln. dollars by 2020. Moreover, more than
43 thousand new workplaces will be created, the
goods turnover will exceed to 4 mlin. containers
(Luk’yanovich, 2014).

To solve problems, an Union of Transport
Workers of Kazakhstan has been created
«KAZLOGISTICS». It is a union of transport
and logistics organizations and associations of
Kazakhstan, which is the public coordinator of
the development of transport logistics, the global
transit potential of the Republic of Kazakhstan and
the synergy of all modes of transport. To date, 550
companies are active members of the Union.

Indeed, while huge problems are still existing,
transport and trade integration in Eurasia and
specifically in the Central Eurasian «collapse zoney,
seems to be a «century project», the most daunting
but crucial issue of 21st century for Eurasia.

Conclusion

The Eurasian Economic Union will take
many advantages supporting construction of
new international transport corridors through the
territory of its Member states. Firstly, creating
the necessary infrastructure for new railways and
roads will spur economic development. Secondly,
the countries of the region will be able to collect
transit revenues. Thirdly, the creation of new
land routes will help Central Asia overcome its
continental isolation, making its products more
competitive in global markets. Furthermore,
transport connectivity in the region will increase
the mobility of the population both inside countries
and across borders. Finally, the major infrastructure
products linking several countries are important
for the global economy and can improve difficult
political relations between states, as they become
stakeholders.

There is a strong need to identify the most
beneficial international transport corridors within the
Eurasian space as construction and modernization
of transport infrastructure are very capital-intensive.
The criteria for identifying the priority transit routes
in the EEU are the time factor and the positive
cumulative integration effect.

Given these criteria, the best potential routes
for the EEU are the Northern corridor of the Trans-
Asian railway and the Western Europe — Western
China motorway as they can be used for transit in
two directions: «North-South» and «East-West». On
the territory of Central Asia, there are land corridors
connecting China with the Persian Gulf states, in
particular, with Iran. For example, the construction
of a railway along the route of the PRC - Kyrgyzstan
- Tajikistan - Afghanistan - Iran. Participating in
the development of transport corridors along the
territory of Central Asia in the framework of the
implementation of the concept of the economic belt of
the Silk Road, China is solving several tasks. Priority
is given to the development of the western regions of
the country through the expansion of exports of their
products to the states of Central Asia and the EEU.
And by the way, additional international transport
routes will be instrumental in realizing the region’s
transit potential and diversifying cargo flows. The
EEU as an organization in the development of the
international transport infrastructure is still not
coordinating its efforts sufficiently.

The development of cooperation within the
framework of the ITC is capable of ensuring the
transfer of technologies to the markets of the EEU, as
well as guaranteeing energy security and delivery of
goods for the EU countries. Therefore, the Eurasian
Economic Union can act as a key instrument toward
creating an open common transport space and
attracting transit from the sea to the overland routes.
Today, work is being done to create new and develop
existing international transport corridors (MTCs) in
all regional integration associations, and in EEU.
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