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FROM HISTORY OF UKRAINIAN DIASPORA
IN THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

Under the conditions of intensification of migration processes, reinforcement of consolidation of
immigrant groups, the expansion of democracy and multiculturalism policies, the ethnic lobbyism has
become one of the most significant power leverage both in the economy and policy of many countries.
The practice of using the political potential of Diasporas for the development of their Motherland and its
international relations has increased.

Diaspora is the settling of a significant part of the people outside their country or ethnic territory.
The main reason for the formation of a diaspora is migration beyond the homeland due to economic,
political, religious or other reasons. In it are the essence, rationale and critical importance of knowledge
of a diaspora in any country, including its migratory movements.

The Ukrainian diaspora has significant potential to strengthen Ukraine’s position in the international
arena, to lobby the declared foreign policy interests in the countries of residence and international orga-
nizations, to promote the improvement of the image.

Given the increasing role of ethnic lobbying in the world politics, it is necessary to study the history,
dynamics and current position of the Ukrainian Diaspora in the Republic of Kazakhstan regarding it as a
powerful factor of political, economic, informational influence.

In order to conduct the research several methods are to be used. They are: systems approach, histori-
cal method and comparative analysis. Conclusions of the research can be used for predicting of tenden-
cies in the sphere of cultural and humanitarian cooperation between Ukraine and Kazakhstan.
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an-Mapabu aTbiHAAFbI Kasak, yATTbIK yHUBEpPCUTETI, «XaAbIKapaAblK, KaTbiHACTap» (haKyAbTETI,
«XaAbIK@paAbIK, KATbIHACTAP >KHE BAEMAIK 3KOHOMMKa» Kadeapachl, KasakcraH, Aamarsl K.,

KaszakcraH Pecny6AnKacbiHAAFbl YKPaUH AMACTOPACHIHbIH, TAPUXbIHAH

Kewwi-koH yaepicTepiH >KQHAQHABIPY KOHTEKCIHAE WMMMUIPAHTTAP TOMTapblH LUIOFbIPAAHABIPY,
AEMOKpPaTUsIHbl KEHEMTY >KOHE MYAbTUKYAbTYPAAM3M CasiCaTbiH, 3THMKAAbIK, AOOOM3M KernTereH
eAAEPAIH DKOHOMMKACbIHAA AQ, cascaTTa Aa ©Cep eTYAIH aca MaHbI3Abl TETIKTepiHiH 6ipi GOAAbI.
AvacrniopanapabiH casicn aaeyeTiH OTaHblH AaMbITyFa »KOHE OHbIH XaAblKapaAblK, KaTbIHACTapblHa
namaaAaHy Taxipubeci ecTi.

BeAriai 6ip XaAbIKTbiH, 6ipa3 OOAIriHiH 63 MEMAEKETIHEH HEMECE STHMKAAbIK, LeKapacbliHAH TbiC
opHaAacybl amacriopa GoAbIN TabblAaAbl. AMacrnopaHblH KYpPbIAybiHbIH 6ac cebentepiHid 6ipi — oA
SKOHOMMKAAbIK, casicaT, AiH KoHe Ae 0acka MaceAaeAepre 6alAaHbICTbl XaAbIKTbIH MUIPaLMSIChI.
Ocbl cebenTe Ke3 KeAreH MEMAEKETTEr AMACMOpPaAapAbl, COHbIMEH KaTap MUIPaLMSIAbIK, aFbIMAAPAbI
3epTTeyAiH MOH-MaFblHACbl MEH OPbIHABIAbIFbI >KaTbIp.

YKparvH Amacrnopacbl YKpauHaHblH  XaAblK@paAblK, apeHaAarbl MO3UMUMSIAAPbIH - HbIFANTYFa,
TYPFbIAbIKTbI EAAEPAE >KOHE XaAbIKAPAAbIK, YMbIMAAPAQ CbIPTKbl CasICUM MYAAEAEPAI HacuxaTTayfa
JKOHE UMMAKAI )KaKcapTyFa bIKMaA eTeTiH dAeyeTKe Me.
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OAEMAIK casicaTTa 3THMKaAbIK, AOBOM3MHIH POAIH eckepe oOTbipbin, KasakcraHAarbl YKpauH
AMACMOPAChIHbIH, TAPUXbIH, AMHAMMKACBIH >KOHe Ka3ipri >kar AaiblH 3epPTTer, OHbl CasiCk, 3KOHOMMKAADIK,
AKMApaTTbIK, BCEPAIH KYLWTi hakTOpbl PeTiHAE KapacTbIpFaH X6eH.

3eptreyae OipHelle aAiCTep KOAAaHbIAYbl kKepek. OAap: >KyMeAi ToCiA, Tapuxu BAIC >kKoHe
CaAbICTbIPMaAbl TaAAdy. 3epTTeyAiH HeTukeaepi YKpavHa MeH KasakcTaH apacbiHAAFbl MOAEHM-
T'YMaHMTAPAbIK, bIHTbIMAKTACTbIKTbIH YPAICTEPiH BOAXKAY YILIH NanAaAaHbIAYbl MYMKiH.

Tynin ce3aep: KasakcraH Pecny6amKacbiHAAFbI YKPAUHAAP, KOHbIC ayAApy, YATTbIK, JKOHE MOAEHM
KAAMbIHA KEATIpY.
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KaheApa MEXXAYHAPOAHBIX OTHOLLEHUIA Y MUPOBOM 3KOHOMUKM, (haKyAbTET MEXXAYHAPOAHbIX OTHOLLEHUIA,
Kazaxckuii HaumMOHaAbHbIN YHUBEpPCUTET UM. aab-Dapabu, KasaxcraH, r. AAamMatbl

N3 ucropmum ykpamHckoi aAmacrnopbi B Pecny6anke Kasaxcran

B ycAoBMaX WHTeHCcMMKALMM MUIPALMOHHbBIX MPOLECCOB, YCUMAEHUS KOHCOAMAQUMKW TPy
UMMUIPAHTOB, PaCLUMPEHMSI AEMOKPATUU M MOAUTUKM MYABTUKYABTYPAAM3MA, ITHUUECKMI A0OOM3M
CTaA OAHUM M3 CaMbIX 3HAYUTEAbHbIX PblYaroB BAMSHMS Kak B 3KOHOMMKE, Tak MU B MOAMTUKE MHOTMX
CTpaH. YBEAMYMAACH MPaAKTMKa MCMOAb30BaHMS MOAMTUYECKOTrO MOTEHLMAAA AMACTIOP AAS PA3BUTUS
MEXAYHAPOAHbIX OTHOLLEHWIA.

Apacriopa npeacraBasieT coboi NMoCeAeHMe 3HAYMTEAbHOM YacTW OAHOrO HapoAa 3a MpeAeAamm
CBOEro rocypaapcrBa MAM 3THUYeckon TeppuTopun. OAHOM M3 TAABHbIX MPUYMH (POPMMPOBaHMS
AMACMOPbI SBASETCS MUTPALMS BCAEACTBME 3KOHOMUYECKMX, MOAUTUYECKMX, PEAUTMO3HbBIX N APYTUX
NpuumH. B Hel 3aKAYalOTCS CYLLHOCTb, LIEAECOOOPa3HOCTb M 3HAYeHMe MCCAeAOBaHMS AMACop,
BKAKOYAs M MUIPaLIMOHHbIE MOTOKU, B AOOOM rocyAapCTBe.

YKpanHckas AMacrnopa MMeeT 3HAUMTEAbHbIA MOTEHUMAA AAS YKPEMNAEHMS MO3nuUmMii YKparHbl Ha
MEXXAYHApPOAHOM apeHe, A0GOMPOBAHUS 3asiBAEHHbIX BHELIHENOAMTUYECKMX MHTEPEecoB B CTpaHax
NPO>XXMBAHNS U MEXKAYHAPOAHbIX OpraHmM3aumii, COAENCTBMS YAYULLEHUIO UMMAYKA.

YunTtbiBas BO3pacTaioLlylo POAb STHUUECKOrO AOOOMPOBaHMS B MMPOBO MOAUTUKE, HEOOXOAMMO
U3YUNTb UCTOPUIO, AMHAMUKY M HbIHELLIHIOO MO3MLMIO YKPAMHCKOM Anacnopbl B Pecry6avke KasaxcraH,
paccmaTpmBasg ee KakK MOLLHbIA (DAKTOP MOAUTUYECKOrO, 3KOHOMMYECKOro, WH(OPMALIMOHHOIO
BAMSIHUS.

AASl NPOBeAEHMsI UCCAEAOBaHMS HEOOXOAMMO MCMOAb30BaTb HECKOAbKO METOAOB, Takue Kak:
CUCTEMHDIM MOAXOA, NCTOPUYECKMNIA METOA W CPABHUTEAbHbIN aHaAM3. BbIBOAbI MCCAEAOBaHUS MOTYT
OblTb MCMOAb30BaHbl AASI MPOrHO3MPOBAHUSI TEHAEHUMI B chepe KYyAbTYPHOrO M T'YMaHWTApPHOro
COTPYAHMYECTBA MeXAY YKpanHoi 1 KazaxctaHom.

KatoueBble cAoBa: ykpanHubl B Pecnybanke KasaxcraH, nepeceaeHne, HaLUMOHAABHOE U KYALTYPHOe

BO3pPOXXAEHUE.

Introduction

Ukrainian expatriate community plays a
significant role in Ukraine’s international standing.
It is an important demographic, intellectual, socio-
cultural and informational resource of their country
of nativity and the country of residence. In close
mutual cooperation Ukrainians abroad should be an
important factor in Ukraine’s foreign policy, building
of a positive international image, development of
economic, cultural and other relations with foreign
countries, economic, cultural and information
presence in geopolitically important regions. In this
context, of particular importance is the preservation
of identity, support and development of the
Ukrainian diaspora in Kazakhstan, both in terms of
its population size, and as an important resource for
the forging of partnerships and mutually beneficial
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relations with the Republic of Kazakhstan. Ukrainian
diaspora in Kazakhstan is one of the largest, and
is seventh largest (previously third) among the
Ukrainian communities in the world.

Today, there are valid grounds for foregrounding
and in-depth study of the issue of Ukrainians’
migration to Kazakhstan, the interaction of ethnic
Ukrainians of Western Europe, Canada, USA,
Australia and other countries with the «eastern
diaspora» from post-Soviet space. Relevance of in-
depth research into it is prompted by such factors as:
complication of internal and international situation
in our countries in the years after proclaimed
independence in the context of global challenges
and conflicts, enhanced migration of a part of
eastern Ukrainian diaspora, deterioration of their
living conditions, their transformed values and
focuses, increased volume and changed content of
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the contacts and connections, while in some regions,
especially in Kazakhstan, a unique experience of
tolerance and harmony has evolved, sufficient for
summarizing and identifying trends and prospects
of their development.

The object of research is the Ukrainian diaspora
living in the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The subject of research includes history of
resettlement, population dynamics and current
position of the Ukrainian diaspora in the Republic
of Kazakhstan.

The purpose of research is to identify the
contribution of Ukrainians to the development of
Kazakhstani society and to evaluate influence of
the Ukrainian diaspora as factor of maintenance of
friendly relations between Ukraine and Republic of
Kazakhstan.

According to the purpose of research the
following tasks have been set:

(1) to specify chronological framework of the
deportation of Ukrainians to Kazakhstan;

(2) to show what influence the process of
deportation had on the social life of Ukrainian
people;

(3) to give complex characteristics of the process
of preservation of the national identity and role of
the Ukrainian diaspora in Kazakhstan;

(4) to study Kazakh-Ukrainian ethnocultural
associations.

This topic is insufficiently studied in science.
The first attempt to substantiate the concept of
«eastern diaspora» was made in the collection
«Ukrainian eastern diaspora in the context of modern
cultural, historical and sociopolitical processes
in the post-Soviet states», based on presentations
at the roundtable, held in the frames of the first
international Shevchenko Readings (Tokar’, 2012).
Before it, there was no systematic approach to the
study of the eastern diaspora phenomenon apart
from only a few local efforts of studying it, without
scientific publications in rated Western European
editions.

Evaluating the Ukrainian scientists’ contribution
to the study of Ukrainians’ migration to Kazakhstan,
it should be stated that it was not until the 90s of
the last century that first steps were made in it.
Historians’ researches started to come out, in which
attempts are undertaken to rationalize the motives
of Ukrainians’ emigration to other countries and in
which main migration waves and their boundaries
are defined. Scientists V. Yevtuh, S. Lazebnyk, M.
Andrienko, T. Fedoriv, V. Goshovsky, C. Shtepa
have made most sizeable contribution to the study
of this phenomenon (Yevtuh, 2011). In addition, A.

Popok has given detailed description of history and
current state of Ukrainians in Kazakhstan (Popok,
2000).

Moreover, Ukrainian researchers have paid
attention to the activities of Ukrainian diaspora
throughout the world and its interaction with
Ukrainian state. Thus, L. Mazuka in her scientific
works has raised the issue of potential and
perspectives of cooperation between Ukraine and
world Ukrainism (Mazuka, 2012). G. Lutsishin has
written about new tendencies of impact of Ukrainian
diaspora on the process of national consolidation
(Lutsishin, 2013), whereas V. Garagonich has
pointed its influence on the development of
transboundary cooperation V. Garagonich (2010).
In its turn, V. Troschinsky and A. Shevchenko
have described national traditions and Ukrainian
mentality (Troshchinsky, 1999).

One of the important works about the life
of Ukrainian diaspora is a study of S. Narizhny
«Ukrainian immigration: cultural working of
Ukrainian migration between two wars» (Narizhny,
1944). However, for the long time this source
of information was «closed». In addition, rather
interesting work at the field of the researches of
Ukrainian diaspora is a work of F. Zastavny, where
the author presents information about the language,
culture, schooling, traditions and customs, artistic
activities, literature, social and political and
religious life of Ukrainians in the United States.
The author does not evade the topic about saving of
national traditions by Ukrainian diaspora, «church
plays a certain role in saving the language, customs
and other cultural and historical heritage of the
Ukrainians. It has contributed to the consolidation
of immigrants by religious and ethnic features»
(Zastavny, 1991). Importantly, most researchers
point to a high national consciousness and a strong
desire of Ukrainian immigrants to preserve their
national identity, language, traditions and ethnic
culture in the foreign countries.

There are also analytical studies made by V.
Karpenko (Karpenko, 2000: 128), K. Pugovitsy, V.
Litvin (Litvin, 2005) and the Ukrainian Center for
Science and Culture at the Embassy of Ukraine in
the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Methods

The methodological base of research
includes systems approach, historical method and
comparative analysis. The systems approach will
help to obtain the overall view of the process of
deportation of Ukrainians to Kazakhstan, whereas
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historical and comparative methods will seek to
show influence the process of deportation had on the
social life of Ukrainian people and to give complex
characteristics of the process of preservation of
the national identity and role of the Ukrainian
diaspora in Kazakhstan. In its turn, analysis of past
and contemporary events will be directed to the
understanding of interrelations, causes and effects
of the resettlement of the Ukrainian people to the
Republic of Kazakhstan.

Diasporas, integrating into new social and
cultural conditions, are connected with it by extended
and complex networks. These networks, crossing the
borders of states, serve as a communication channel
to meet the social, cultural, educational, economic,
political needs of diasporas. Institutional and
structural-functional approaches are used to identify
the role, functions, and institutions of diasporas
in these networks. Therefore, key functions of
diaspora in a framework of the ramified system of
transnational spaces are: preservation of the stability
of cultural, social, ethnic identity, integration of
newcomers, maintenance of links with a country of
the outcome and related diasporas. Consequently,
in the process of research, two levels of diaspora
relations are distinguished: internal and external.

Results

Ukrainians are the fourth largest community
in the Republic after Kazakhs, Russians, Uzbeks,
and one of the most influential ethnic groups in the
historical, cultural and educational terms: at the level
of the state leadership and the rank and file Kazakhs,
cultural affinity of Kazakhs and Ukrainians has
been confirmed since ancient times. (Kazakhstan
— Ukraine. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Kazakhstan, 2017). Ukrainians’
contribution to the formation and development of
Kazakhstan, development of virgin lands is valued
up to the present day (Supplementary Human
Dimension Meeting on Freedom of Religion and
Belief, 2009).

Education is ranked top priority in preservation
of the national identity of Ukrainians in Kazakhstan.
Education level is prioritized as a pledge of material
well-being, stability and as it excludes the desire
to emigrate. According to the 1999 analysis, 48
650 Ukrainians (10.4%) had higher education, and
in 2009 — 42,563 (14.2%) of the total number of
Ukrainians over 15 years old.

The State program 2001-2010 for development
of languages in Kazakhstan proclaimed the right of
ethnic groups for learning their mother tongue. In

ISSN 1563-0285

2013-2014 academic year, 187 of 3 million pupils
were learning Ukrainian language and literature.

Among ethnic Ukrainians in RK fairly high is
the share of knowledge workers, approximately
27% (agronomists, geologists, doctors, teachers,
engineers, military servants), scientists (5-7%), a
small share of businessmen (2-3%), as well as 43%
of people engaged in the industrial and agricultural
enterprises. The share of Ukrainians in culture and
art is insignificant, about 0.5% (mostly working on
a voluntary basis).

With the proclaimed independence in
Kazakhstan new opportunities have emerged for
the development of ethnic groups. It gave a start
to a kind of ethnic cultures renaissance. Culture
is a way of the nation’s self-expression. For the
Republic of Kazakhstan, with its unique multiethnic
composition free cultural self-expression is one of
the most important factors in maintaining peace,
harmony and political stability. The importance of
culture for the policy is determined by the following
provisions:

» political prospects of Kazakh society
and its cultural development are interrelated and
interdependent;

* the nature of the political system and
political relationship depends not only on the balance
of political forces, and other determinants of the
present moment, but is also determined by historical
and cultural heritage, those values, traditions,
attitudes, patterns of behavior, psycho-emotional
preferences, which are included in culture;

*  power is an integral part of culture. In order
to understand the nature of power, it’s necessary
to take into account its attitude to the past, present
and future, material and spiritual values, including
property, freedom and human rights, religious forms
of spirituality, etc.;

o stability of the political system of
Kazakhstan is associated with preservation of the
multi-ethnic cultural diversity, which is not an
isolating factor, but a source of spiritual enrichment
of every human-being and an important condition of
inter-ethnic harmony and civil peace in the society;

* entry of Kazakh culture into the world
cultural community in conditions of globalization
requires developing political guarantees for its
originality and relevance (Malinin, 2002).

A model of cultural development is essential
for the development of ethno-political processes in
modern Kazakh society, because it is the choice of
such a model that would mainly affect the degree
of stability and consolidation of various social and
ethnic groups in the country.
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Assembly of People of Kazakhstan (APK),
established in 1995 on Kazakhstan President’s
Decree was designed to be one of the most important
public institutes of young Kazakh democracy and of
tolerance. Its main objectives are:

(1) to ensure comprehensive development of
ethnic cultures, languages and traditions of the
people in Kazakhstan;

(2) enhancement of integration relations with
international organizations;

(3) formation of Kazakhstan identity by
consolidation of Kazakhstan‘s ethnic groups;

(4) creation and dissemination of ideas of
spiritual unity, strengthening and maintaining
friendship between the peoples, and interethnic
concord.

The Assembly prioritizes strengthening of
social stability as the basis for a just solution to
the inter-ethnic relations issue. The Assembly’s
membership is formed by its chairman (President
Nursultan Nazarbayev is the Chairman of the KPA)
from representatives of state bodies, ethnic culture
associations, as well as other persons, depending on
their public image.

The Assembly currently has 20 ethnic culture
associations (centers) of Ukrainians. Every region
of Kazakhstan has a so-termed small Assembly
of Kazakhstan People. These are consultative and
advisory bodies under the region’s governors
(akims). In May 2007, the law was adopted «On
amendments and additions to the Constitution
of the Republic of Kazakhstan», changing the
Assembly’s status from a consultative institution to
constitutional body, which ensures representation of
various ethnic groups in the country’s sociopolitical
life. Providing an opportunity for the Assembly to
elect nine deputies to Majilis (lower chamber of
the Parliament), the State ensures the presence of
different ethnicities’ representatives in the supreme
legislative body. The Assembly’s involvement in
law-making enables addressing the arising problems
and contradictions in inter-ethnic relations in legal
framework.

Discussion

In the past two decades the attention to the
history of the settlement of Ukrainians to the East
from the mainland of Ukraine gained new impulse,
which can be explained by at least two reasons.

Firstly, with the proclamation of Ukrainian
independence the need in objective review of the
history of Ukrainian state raised, and secondly,
the sovereignization of the post-soviet states and

processes of democratization in them gave a stimulus
to the awakening of national self-consciousness of
Ukrainians who were living there, as well as to the
creation of Ukrainian ethno-cultural associations
and in the result — indication of interest to their own
history.

Unlike the Ukrainian expatriate communities
in Europe, USA, Canada and Australia, where the
people went in search of a better life and asylum,
Kazakhstan, was chiefly the place of exile for
«politically unreliable» persons. The history of
the Ukrainian diaspora in Kazakhstan dates back
to the end of the XVIII century, when since 1768,
participants of the national liberation movement
Haidamaks (Ukrainian Cossacks) appeared there
against their will. Part of the Zaporozhye Cossacks
was also exiled to Kazakhstan after the fall of
«Zaporizhian Sich» (Zaporozhian Cossack Army)
in 1775. These first mass resettlements in the second
half of the XVIII century were forced deportations
in fact.

The number of immigrants from Ukraine in
Kazakhstan steppes increased significantly in the
second half of the XIX century, with the abolition of
serfdom in the Russian Empire (1861) and especially
with the opening of the Siberian Railway (1894). On
the one hand it was easy to find a place to settle on the
territory, which is more than three times the size of
modern Ukraine and which was sparsely populated.
On the other hand, given the indigenous people’s
nomadic way of life, it could not be unproblematic.
Quite often the choice of residence lasted more than
ayear. As arule, the Ukrainians settled in new lands
in groups (hamlets) and established their homes
between Kazakh auls, on the one hand and often
Russian and rarely German villages on the other
hand. There are still villages of Ukrainians compact
living in Kazakhstan, who keep their folk customs,
traditions and language — Kievka, Alekseevka,
Petrovka, Poltavka, Semipolki, Ternovka, Gulyay
Pole and other villages (Makarenko, 1998).

In the time between censuses (1897-1926), the
resettlers from Ukraine (chiefly rural population)
prevailed in the general flow of migrants arriving in
Kazakhstan and accounted for a 35.6% share of their
total number. They settled mostly in Semipalatinsk
(24%), Akmola and Aktobe (40%) provinces, as
well as in Kostanay district (15%). These areas in
the forest-steppe and steppe zones were most similar
in climatic and soil conditions to the immigrants’
outgoing regions. Characteristic was the fact that
in these areas the settlers found themselves in the
ethnically kindred environment.

According to the 1926 census, the total number
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of Ukrainians in Kazakhstan reached more than
860 000 and constituted the population majority in
the Republic from Orenburg (the former capital of
Kazakhstan) in the west to Semipalatinsk in the east
(Yevtuh, 2011).

In the second half of the 1920s in pursuit
of the power localization policy for enhancing
the population’s involvement in the socialist
construction in Kazakhstan regions with prevailing
Ukrainian population, schools were opened with
Ukrainian as language of instruction, and steps were
taken to run record keeping system in Ukrainian
language.

Thousands of Ukrainians were next deported to
Kazakhstan in the 30s, time of mass repressions. On
the Ukrainian President Decree on actions, timed to
the 70th anniversary of the Great Terror and mass
political repressions of 1937-1938, the Security
Service of Ukraine undertook to develop documents
on the repressive policies of the totalitarian regime
in the former USSR and outreach the Ukrainian
public on it. One of the important tasks in it was to
establish the fate of all the repressed compatriots,
who are buried outside Ukraine. Lists were posted
on the official website of the Ukrainian Security
Service of 13 054 people from Ukraine repressed by
the Soviet regime and enduring their punishment in
Kazakhstan. The National Security Committee of the
Republic of Kazakhstan provided this information
to Ukraine in the framework of cooperation in
restoring the historical truth about the time of mass
political terror.

With the outbreak of World War II many
Ukrainian plants were evacuated to Kazakhstan
with thousands of professionals together with them,
many of whom stayed there permanently.

In the 80es of the XX century, the Ukrainian
population in Kazakhstan reached more than 1
million (according to other sources 4 million
people). To systematize main stages of Ukrainians
mass settlements on a harsh but hospitable land
of Kazakhs, the modern Ukrainian diaspora in
Kazakhstan can be classified into four most mass
categories.

(1) One — dispossessed in collectivization and
deported villagers who survived to the present day,
and their descendants.

(2) Two — repressed in the 30-es and sentenced
to different prison terms «enemies of the people»
serving their sentence in Gulag camps and sent to
the Kazakh steppes to settle.

(3) Three — «enemies of the people» too, but
convicted later, during World War II and in the post-
war time, mostly nationalists, UPA members, who
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were serving their sentence in KarLag (Karaganda
prison camps administration ) and were left in
Kazakhstan or sent here from other camps to settle.

(4) Four — youth of 50-60es, who came to
cultivate virgin lands and build large industrial and
mining giants (Karpenko, 2000: 128).

Thus, over nearly 250 years, many generations
of Ukrainians have made their second home in
Kazakhstan. Therefore, nowadays a number of
controversies exists between different migration
waves, both objective (mostly based on the language)
and subjective (on a territorial and personal basis),
affecting consolidation of the Ukrainian diaspora.

Some researchers believe that from that time
the migration movement of Ukrainian population
(mostly rural) from Ukrainian lands to the East,
including in Siberia, Kazakhstan and the Far East,
can be divided into several «waves of resettlement,
going one after another». In fact, the concepts about
the number of these waves and the character of
replacement do not always sound believable.

For example, A. Ponomaryov considers that
there are three main waves of Ukrainian migration
to the East including the following:

1) the first wave — the end of XIX century;

2) the second wave — beginning of XX century
(from Stolypin reform till Revolution of 1917);

3) the third wave, strange enough, occurred in
50-60-s of XX century (developing of Virgin Lands)
(Ponomaryov, 1994).

It seems that such periodization is too schematic
and does not reflect the real situation with the
replacement just because entire periods of the
deportation process of 20-s — beginning of 30-
s, repressive and deportation replacements of the
end of 1930-s, military evacuation of 1941-1942
as well as new deportations of the post-war period
till the beginning of 1950-s are falling out of this
periodization.

Ukrainians were not outsiders to the major
historical events since their settlements in
Kazakhstan. When the Soviet Union emerged on the
political map, the nature and extent of resettlement
changed sharply. Development of the richest deposits
on the vast and small-populated Kazakhstan areas
required more workers. Combined with the extreme
continental climate this fact became decisive in
choosing the ideal place for the expulsion of all
who were considered undesirable by the Soviet
Government. Ukrainians were also among them.

The Soviet collectivization marked the
beginning of the mass resettlement of Ukrainians
to Kazakhstan. Around 64 thousand Ukrainian
families were replaced to northern and eastern parts
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of'the Soviet Union, including Kazakhstan, in 1930-
1931. At the same time «enemies of the State» who
had Ukrainian ethnic background served sentences
in the Gulag labour camps in Kazakhstan. It is
believed that the political repressions affected
primarily Ukrainian intellectuals — from rural
librarians and teachers to poets and scientists.
Academician Agatangel Krymsky was among
them. He was a founder of the Ukrainian Oriental
Studies and outstanding Islam researcher and
famous expert on the Koran. For the support of
the organization «Spilka Vyzvolenia Ukrainy»
(«Society of Ukraine’s Liberation») Agatangel was
exiled to the city of Kostanay where he died in a
prison hospital in 1942.

Sergey Kukuruza, a famous Ukrainian artist,
was sent to settle in Aktobe after his release from
the Stalinist camps in 1947. There were no other
artists in the Republic of Kazakhstan, except him,
who knew the technique of coloured linocut. He
was the first person who introduced ex libris art in
Kazakhstan. All his works made in the territory of
Kazakhstan illustrated the region. Sergey Kukuruza
was the only member of the Union of Artists in
Aktyubinsk region until he left for Ukraine in 1972.
Today everyone can visit a museum telling about his
life located in the art school where the artist lectured
for a long time.

According to the Archive of the President
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, all women who
worked at the Kharkov Opera and Ballet Theatre
served prison sentences in the Alzhir. Ukrainian
priests form a separate group of displaced persons.
Alexander Khira, Nikita Budka, Aleksy Zaritsky,
Arseny Richinsky and many others dedicated their
lives to the local community. They worked as
teachers and physicians. According to witnesses,
their humanitarian activity became a factor of
consolidation of thousands of those who were exiled
to Kazakhstan and helped them to preserve their
language, traditions and unique culture.

Ukrainian exploits left a heroic page in the
World War II: 11 Kazakhstani Ukrainians became
Heroes and one of them- twice Hero of the Soviet
Union. Many Ukrainian scientists, hundreds of
thousands of ordinary citizens were taken to KarLag
in the time of Stalin repression without charge
or trial, where they worked, lived, created and
left a tangible trace in the history of the Kazakh
steppe. According to witnesses, even in the prison
camps, Ukrainians fought for their rights and
made a decisive contribution to the collapse of the
Soviet concentration camp system. Thousands of
professionals from Ukraine — builders, mechanics,

engineers, agronomists, accountants — were actively
involved in the virgin lands development.

Asof' 1959 the Kazakh SSR population surpassed
the prewar level. This is mainly due to absence of
warfare on its territory. In addition, during the war
and after it, the population of Kazakhstan increased
through the people, evacuated along with the plants,
factories and those, who were resettled by force (of
various ethnic groups) from other parts of the USSR.

Conspicuous is a fairly rapid urbanization of the
Ukrainian population in Kazakhstan. The proportion
of urban residents in 1959-1970 in Kazakhstan
at large went 6.5% up, and Ukrainians’ share was
13.4% (Russians constituted 10.1%, Belarusians
— 6%). According to the 1989 census, 896 240
Ukrainians lived here, i.e. 5.4% of the country’s
population. In the result of intense russification only
36.6% of them considered Ukrainian their native
language.

Ukrainians settled on all Kazakhstan territory,
but most of them on the reclaimed virgin lands and in
industrial areas. In Akmola region, they number up to
60 000 people, in Pavlodar — 78 000, in Karaganda —
95 000, in Kostanay region — 110 000. It is related to
the fact that the 1950-60s were under the banner of
the development of virgin lands and construction of
industrial and mining facilities. During that period,
Ukrainian youth arrived in Kazakhstan, following
the call of the Soviet Government. There is evidence
to suggest that more than 300 thousand Ukrainians
participated in the development of virgin lands.
There were many heroes of socialist labor among
them (Kuzmenko, 2015).

Ukrainian diaspora is one of the biggest in
Kazakhstan and Central Asia. According to the 2009
census Ukrainians in Kazakhstan numbered 333 031
people, which is by 214 034 (39.1%) fewer than in
the 1999 census. The share of Ukrainians in the
total population was 2.1% in 2009, down by 1.5%
compared with 1999. As a result, the number of
Ukrainians since 1970 has been steadily declining.
So, in 1970 Ukrainians numbered 934 952 people,
while in 2009 — 333 031. According to unofficial
data the number of Ukrainians is about 450 000
people (Nechayeva, 2016).

To meet cultural needs of Ukrainians in
Kazakhstan, 23 Ukrainian ethnic culture centers
are registered, a weekly newspaper comes out in
Ukrainian language «Ukrainski noviny» (Ukrainian
News), which is funded by the state (Dave, 2007).
There are regional television programs in Ukrainian,
Sunday schools, creative and artistic groups. Two
national associations were established: in particular
Ukrainians of Kazakhstan association (Chairman
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Michael Paripsa) is a collective member of the
Ukrainian World Coordinating Council (UWCC,
Kiev) and the World Congress of Ukrainians
(Toronto). It unites in its ranks the «fourth wave»
Ukrainian migrants (high school graduates, virgin
landers).

They have a good command of the Ukrainian
language, maintain ties with Ukrainian cities and their
places of origin, as well as Ukrainian international
structures, having the opportunity of giving certain
material support to their communities thanks to
financial assistance from the Western expats. The
Association includes 4 regional Ukrainian centers
(in Astana, Pavlodar, Almaty and Petropavlovsk).

The biggest by date republic’s association is
Rada of Kazakhstan’s Ukrainians (established in
2004, headed by Yuri Timoshenko, who was AKP
deputy chairman in 2010-2011). From January 2012
Yu. Timoshenko is Majilis deputy (lower chamber
of RK Parliament). The association comprises 11
Ukrainian regional centers. With their assistance,
radio program Ukrainian Family is aired, as well as
the TV program Ukrainian Hour. Representatives
of the Rada of Kazakhstan’s Ukrainians are of later
generation, who had assimilated quite noticeably
and whose lingua franca is Russian as a rule, but
who have a clear pro-Ukrainian stance.

Traditionally Ukrainian regional centers have
considerable opportunities for meeting their cultural
needs and for personal fulfillment (Wilson, 1999).
There are Ukrainian communities in all the regional
centers, many cities and towns. In 1990, for one,
Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian language association
opened in Karaganda that has its library, children‘s
ensemble, song and dance groups. League of
Ukrainian women is active, with a Sunday school,
a theater of song «Ranok» («Morning») working
under it. At the central and local administrations’
support, a network of Ukrainian Sunday schools
and primary school classes opened. Astana has a
training complex Ne47, which combines Ukrainian
gymnasium, a kindergarten, a Sunday school and a
folk group Raduga.

During the immigration, church was a center of
national and cultural life. As a social institution it has
contributed to the preservation of national identity
and overcoming of inferiority and association of
Ukrainians that were scattered around the world.
Metropolitan Ilarion (Ivan Ognienko) became
a notable figure from the Ukrainian Orthodox
movement outside Ukraine. In 1951 he headed the
Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada; it
was a carrier of Ukrainian national idea (Sorochuk,
2014).
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In 2014, the 200th birthday of Taras Shevchenko
was widely celebrated in Kazakhstan. The name
Shevchenko became a cultural bond between the
two fraternal nations, a symbol of the first «folk
ambassador» of Ukraine in Kazakhstan. April 16-
17, 2014, at the Third International Shevchenko
readings, the Ukrainian Center for Science and
Culture held a roundtable at the L.N. Gumilev ENU.
In follow-up of Shevchenko readings, a collection
«Shevchenko — a spiritual son of Ukrainian and
Kazakh peoples» was published (Tokar’, 2014).

A famous folklorist and ethnographer Oleksa
Voropay who lived many years in immigration, in
his book «Manners of our nation», said: «Traditions
and language — these are the strongest elements
that unite individuals into one people, one nation.
Folklore also can be considered as a classic example
of unity among all Ukrainian lands. These common
language and customs were always those nodes that
bounded our nation when it was artificially divided
by state borders» (Voropay, 1993).

To conclude, active process of national and
cultural revival of representatives of the Ukrainian
ethnos takes place today on the basis of the provision
of the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan
on the free development of the cultures of ethnic
groups of the country. Ukrainian public and art
centers in abroad keep the great merit in preserving
of national traditions and Ukrainian mentality.
Members of such centers pay special attention to
the problems of teaching young generation of native
language, literature and history that is certainly one
of the main directions in Ukrainian families raising
children and instilling of cultural traditions. Amateur
talent groups have been developing in the diaspora.
This is confirmed by the activities of choirs, dance
groups, amateur groups.

Conclusion

Many thousands of Ukrainians live on the
territory of Russia, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Poland
and other countries. At the new place of residence,
in foreign language environment, setting up their
mode of life, Ukrainian immigrants haven created,
mainly, very strong ethnic communities in Canada,
US, Australia. Much lower Ukrainian diaspora is
in Western Europe — Germany, French, England,
etc. But everywhere due to Ukrainian immigrants’
presence the twentieth century was marked by
economic development. Also, in the twentieth
century Ukrainian public and cultural life of the
Western world were marked by growth of a strong
organization and activation.
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Ukrainian diaspora in Kazakhstan in numbers is
one of the largest among the Ukrainian communities
in the world (after the Ukrainian diaspora in the
Russian Federation and the United States).

During the migration processes Ukrainians
settled mainly in Northern Kazakhstan. The
characteristic feature of Ukrainian settlers in
Kazakhstan was that they, especially villagers,
who at the beginning of the XX century prevailed
in some areas, quite consistently resisted
assimilation processes, even in the Russian-
speaking environment. There have been numerous
documented instances where representatives of
other nations, peoples and nationalities, including
Russians, were notable assimilating influences from
the Ukrainian. Thus, the pre-war Kazakhstan were
the best conditions for the preservation of ethnic
identity Ukrainian than in most parts of Russia,
including even those that are directly adjacent to
Ukraine and were part of a continuous historical
Ukrainian territory in the east.

An active process of national and cultural
revival of the Ukrainian community in the Republic
of Kazakhstan has begun only since gaining its
independence. It relies on the provisions of the
Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the
free development of cultures and ethnic groups of
the country.

In an effort to differentiate the Ukrainian and
Russian communities in Kazakhstan, the Kazakh
government has actively supported Ukrainian
cultural aspirations. Ukrainian organizations
operate freely in Kazakhstan, and currently there
are 26 Ukrainian cultural centers that sponsor
Sunday schools, choirs, and folk dancing groups.
Today there are a lot of Ukrainian songs and dance

performances, the journal of the national scale,
the classes of Ukrainian language and literature in
Kazakhstani schools.

However, another problem arises. Enhanced
assimilation processes among Ukrainian immigrants
of the third and fourth waves do not allow enough
students to provide educational institutions. Parents
prefer Russian institutions and targeting children in
learning foreign languages, thereby suppressing the
national mentality their descendants. If this trend
continues, a whole generation will be lost.

Although the Ukrainian language continues to
be significant in rural areas with compact Ukrainian
settlement, and is actively supported by the Kazakh
government, the use of the Russian language has
come to dominate within Kazakhstan’s Ukrainian
community. Due to assimilation with Russian
culture, the proportion of the Ukrainian population
in Kazakhstan who declare the Ukrainian language
to be their mother tongue has declined today.

The Ukrainian diaspora has significant potential
to strengthen Ukraine’s position in the international
arena. However, even with full facilitating of the
government of the Republic of Kazakhstan, there is
a problem of a certain loss of identity by Ukrainian
diaspora.

Therefore, there is strong need to undertake some
measures in order to preserve the national identity
and enhance the role of the Ukrainian diaspora in the
Republic of Kazakhstan. Among such measures are
the fulfillment of the priorities of state support to the
Ukrainian diaspora and introduction of mechanisms
for foreign countries’ Ukrainians’ connections with
the Ukrainian state and society, rallying their efforts
for the development of Ukraine and its partnership
with Kazakhstan.
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