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Development of education system in Kazakhstan

Education is one of the most important engines of society on a way to modernization. As a social enterprise
it takes place in the center of globalized world events. It includes a number of activities, education appeares
in different spheres of our lives simultaneously as a transfer tool of culture and social traditions, a source of
innovation and invention, also a means of interpretation and understanding issues happening in the world.
Nowadays growth of interdependence caused the growth of demand for skills in world labor market, in this
regard education plays a huge role to satisfy social needs.

The higher education in Kazakhstan faces opportunities and chellenges as importance of the country on
the international scene grows. It is a vital resource for Kazakhstan’s future and serves as the supplier of
the human and intellectual capital, and as the engine of economic development. Due to the importance of
quality higher education a number of reforms took place in this sphere, for example, entering to Bologna
Process, carrying out the international accreditation of universities, etc. Also the close interrelation between
economic development and education is emphasized in the article.
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T.A. OpwmbIiieBa
Pa3Butue cuctemsl o0pa3oBanus B Kazaxcrane

O0pa3oBaHUE — 9TO OJMH M3 Ba)KHEHINNX JBUraTeseil o0IecTa Ha IyTH K MOJepHu3aLun. Kak cormalb-
HBIl HHCTUTYT OHO 3aHUMET OJIHY U3 KJIIOYEBBIX ITO3HMLMH B IoOaibHOM Mupe. OOpa3oBaHHE BBIIOIHSCT
MIUPOKUH CIEKTP QYHKIHMH, CITY)KUT HEMAJIOBaYKHBIM JIEMEHTOM KYJIBTYPbI U COLUAIBHBIX TPaIHLIIH, HH-
HOBALlMi ¥ HOBIIECTB, a TAK)KE CPEJCTBOM MHTEPIPETALUH M IMOHMMAaHUS MPOLECCOB, MPOUCXOIANINX B
mupe. Ha ceronusmmmii 1eHp yriyOlieHue B3aMMO3aBHCHMOCTH MEXK/y CTpaHAMH ITOBJIEKIIO 3a cO00i yBe-
JMYEHHE CIIPOCca Ha HaBBIKM HA MHPOBOM PBIHKE TPY/a, B 9TOH CBA3M 00pa30BaHUE UTPAET HE TMOCIICAHION0
PpOIb B 00eCTIeYeHNN COITUATBHBIX HYKI 00IIecTBa.

Beiciee obpasoBanue B Kazaxcrane CTOUT Iepe]] BOSMOXKHOCTSIMH M TPoOJIeMaMH, TaK KaK BaKHOCTh CTpa-
HBI Ha MEXIyHapoJIHOU apeHe pacteT. OHO SBIsIeTCS KU3HEHHBIM pecypcoM it Oymyniero Kaszaxcrana u
CIJIY’)KUT MMOCTABIIMKOM YEJIOBEUECKOTO W MHTEIUICKTYaJIbHOTO KallUTaja, a TAKkXKe JBUraTeJIeM 3KOHOMUYe-
CKOTO Pa3BUTHL. B CBSA3M C BAXKHOCTHIO KAYECTBEHHOTO BBICILIETO 00Pa30BaHMs B 3TOU cdepe ObUT IPOBENICH
psia pedopm, HapuMmep, PUCOeTHMHEHNE K BOoJIOHCKOMY mpoleccy, MpoBeACHNEe MEXyHAPOJHON aKKpe-
JUTAlUH YHUBEPCUTETOB | T.J. Tak *e B CTaTbe MOAYSPKUBACTCS TECHAsl B3AUMOCBS3b MEKITy SIKOHOMHYE-
CKHUM pa3BHTHEM U 00pa30BaHHEM.

Knrouesvie cnosa: Kazaxcran, o0pa3oBaHue, 5JKOHOMHKA, pa3BUTHE, pehOopMBI B 00pa3oBanuy, [Ipe3nieHt.

T.A. OpwmpItreBa
Kaszakcranaarsi 6ijiM Oepy :kyiieciHin 1aMmybl

BiniM — KOFaMHBIH MOIEPHH3AIINS JKOJTBIH/IAFBI 0aCTHI KO3FAYIITHI KYIITi OOJIBIT TAOBLIAIB JKOHE J€ QIIEYMETTIK
KYpBUTBIM peTiHae kahaHIeIK ojeMe Heri3ri opelHAB anaabl. COHBIMEH KaTap KeH ayKBIMIBI KBI3MET
TYpJIEpiH aTKapaabl )KOHE MOICHHET IeH OJICYMETTIK NOCTYPJICpHiH, WHHOBALMSIAD MEH JKaHAIBIKTHIH
Kypamaac Oeiri peTiHIe, olleM/ie OpBIH ajlaThIH YACPICTepHAi TYCiHy MEH MaWbIMIayAblH Kypamsl 0o-
mein TabbuTagpl. Kaszipri keszme MeMyeKeTTep apachIHAAaFbl e3apa TOYSNIUTIKTIH TepeHAeyl TYHHUEXKY3ITK
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eHOeK cajachlHaa KaOiIeTTUIKTep/IiH CYPaHbICBIHBIH YIJIFAlObIHA allbIIl KeJ/li, OCBIFaH Opail OiLTiM Koram
CaJIaCHIH/IAFbI 9JICYMETTIK KQKSTTUTIKTEp/li KAMTaMachl3 €Ty/Ie MaHbI3/Ibl KbI3MET aTKapabl.

Kazakcranaa >xorapbl OLTIM MYMKIHJIKTEp MEH Macejelep ajblHaa Typ, ce0edi XasbIKapalblK apeHaaa
eJIIIH MaHBI3ABUTBIFE ocye. O KazakcraH Ooammarsl YIIiH OMipIiK pecypc O0IIBI Tadbl1a bl )KOHE a/laM
JKOHE MHTEJUICKTYaJJIbIK KalluTajd Ke3i, SKOHOMHUKAJIBIK JaMy/bIH KO3FaJITKBIIIBI PETiHJE KbI3MET CTEi.
MplIcaibl, carnaibl )Korapbl OLTIMHIH MaHBI3/IBIIBIFBIHA OaliTaHBICTEI OyJT canaaa OipHele e3repTysep OpbIH
aiFaH, MacesieH, boJloH mporeciHe eHy, YHUBEPCUTETTEp/Il XalbIKapalblK aKKpeIuTalusIaH oTKi3y, T.C.C.
CoHBIMEH KaTap MakaJiaja 5KOHOMHKAJIBIK 1aMy MeH OLTiM Oepy apalbIFbIHIaFbl ©3apa OailylaHbICKa KOHLT

Oeuinenl.

Tyitin co3oep: Kazakcran, OiniM, SKOHOMHUKa, 1amy, Oinim Oepyzeri peopmanap, [IpesnneHt.

Introduction. Education is one of the main
priority directions and the main indicator of
development in all civilized countries of the world.
In fact, countries compete not only the goods and
services — they compete in systems of public values
and an education system.

Nowadays Kazakhstan is recognized as the state
with market economy in the world community. Since
it gained it’s independence Kazakhstan developed
economy using new progressive technologies.
Prospects of social and economic development of
the country are defined. In this context the role and
value of a modern education system and human
capital increase because these two things are the
main criteria of defining the level of the social
development, making a basis of a new standard of
living and base of economic power and national
security of the country. Transformations in system of
the public relations influence the education: demand
its mobility and the adequate answer to realities
of a new historical stage and correspondence to
requirements of economic development as a whole.

Globalization of world economy became
objective reality. Interdependence between countries
increases. Therefore the national education system
can’t develop without integration into world
educational space.

The President of Republic of Kazakhstan
Nursultan Nazarbayev in his speech about
«Strategy of Kazakhstan occurrence in number
of 50 competitive countries in the world»' [1]
determined further modernization of the social
sphere, development of system of modern education

! According to 44-article of the Constitution of the Republic
of Kazakhstan the President of the Republic addresses with the
annual message to the people of Kazakhstan about situation in
the country and the main directions of domestic and foreign
policy of the Republic [2]

and preparation of highly skilled personnel as one
of the main directions. In recent years Kazakhstan
made noticeable changes in this field: it successfully
introduced recognized and the most widespread
model of training specialists in the world and
completely passed to three-level system of training:
bachelor, master, doctoral studies of PhD. About
60 universities in Kazakhstan signed the Great
Charter of Universities (2011). The program of
double-degree education is conducted since 2007.
Experiment on credit system of education took
place in 40 higher education institutions in 2004.
It had a positive assessment in academic sphere.
In this regard, since 2008 all HEIs passed to credit
technology. In 2010 Kazakhstan was the first Central
Asian state to enter the zone of the European higher
education (Bologna Process).

Main body. 1.1. Education system in
Kazakhstan: international point

According to the annual Report of UNESCO
on education monitoring for all, Kazakhstan is in
the first four of the leading countries in index of
education development. Value of IED is an average
of four indicators: coverage by universal primary
education, level of literacy of adults, gender priority
and a share of the pupils who have graduated from
elementary school.

It is noted that indicators of productivity of
educational system of Kazakhstan are at rather high
level. Productivity of educational system means
quality of human resources in this country, because
this quality is provided by educational policy of
state. At the same time these and other achievements
at all don’t belittle, and somewhere even fade before
those problems which take place in the considered
sphere of the Kazakhstan society.

Other example of rating the productivity of the
state education system is the Human Development
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Table 1 — Top-5 UNESCO rating on an education level, 2010 [3]

Coverage by primary Level of adults Gender Elementary school
State IED . . .
education literacy index graduators level
1 Norway 0,995 0,987 1,000 0,995 0,997
2 Japan 0,994 0,998 0,992 0,997 0,990
3 Germany 0,994 0,998 1,000 0,993 0,984
4 Kazakhstan 0,993 0,990 0,996 0,992 0,995
5 Italy 0,992 0,994 0,989 0,991 0,996

Index, annually counted by the United Nations
Development Program. In this rating Kazakhstan
was included into group of the countries with a high
level of human potential development also took the

66th place from 169 countries of the world, having

risen for 16 positions during one year [4].
Education Development program took place

in Kazakhstan from 2005 to 2010, according to

Table 2 — Dynamics of expenses of the state budget on education in Kazakhstan, 2005-2010 [5]

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
State expenses for education 261736 331 503 480 696 641 061 746 477 797 414
in mln kzt
State expenses for education
ot of GDP 3,5 3.4 3,7 4,0 44 41

which state passed an amount of changes in this
field. Also according to this program the financing
of education in Kazakhstan annually increases.
For these five years the total amount of allocated
financial means on all education levels grew more
than on two times.

However from the point of view of the
international comparisons for Kazakhstan this
financing level of education is insufficient. Expenses
on educations in 2009 in Kazakhstan made 4,4 % of
GDP, 2010 — 4,1 % of GDP. Level of financing in
6-7 % of GDP, which provides the high stability of
an education system, still not reached [6].

There are two different ways of rating the
education system and its influence to life quality
in the world: World Economic Forum rate and
International Institute of Management Development
rate. And despite the made steps in the field of
training specialists, the educational system of
Kazakhstan is on 67" place according to WEF and
on 69" according to IMD (among 100 included
states, 2011) [7].

ISSN 1563-0285

1.2. Reformations, main problems and
perspectives in education

The main directions of the education process
modernization are improvement of the education
quality guaranteeing an essential increase of the
competitiveness and intellectual potential of every
citizen as well as synchronization of the education
sector development with economic and social
development, the Ministry of Education and Science
reports. That is why in this part we’d like to focus on
State Program of developing the education for 2011-
2020 [8]. This program is planned to be realized in
two stages and covers following dimensions:

The main problem of the higher education
is absence of effective communications between
the employer, the enterprise and a higher
educational institution. In the sphere of the higher
education the state-private partnership is poorly
developed. Employers aren’t informed about the
occurred changes in the higher education. Lack
of intercommunication in «business — a science —
education» negatively influences quality of
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education. That is why the Program’s first priority in
modernization is to reconsider the structure and the
content of the higher and postgraduate education.
It is planned to be done through expansion the
borders of the academic freedom of educational
program, and updating of the maintenance of the
higher education will be carried out by inquiries of
employers.

Secondly, work on integration of the higher
education in the European educational space will
be continued, which requires strong knowledge of a
foreign language.

The next goal is providing with specialists
in economy, including projects of industrial and
innovative development of the country. The reason
for achieving this aim is following: the analysis
of graduates’ employment in recent years shows
that many graduates, especially pedagogical,
agricultural, technical and even medical specialties,
don’t work in the specialty. It turns out that
professionally prepared shots don’t go to work in
the specialty that reduces an intellectual component
of manpower. Having intention to enter into number
50 of the competitive countries of the world, «we are
obliged to create and accumulate own intellectual
resources». In this regard change in structure of the
state educational order according to requirements of
the forced industrial and innovative development of
the country is planned.

Also it puts the increasing the status of the
teacher, which treats all levels of training as one
of the priorities. The low reputation of teaching
profession caused «negative selection» on
pedagogical specialties. The problem is low status
of the teaching as the profession, low salary, which
cause decrease the number of people willing to
become a specialist in this sphere. The Ministry
of Education and Science works on increase of the
prestige of the teaching profession. The Concept of
teacher’s excellence development includes a number
of measures to improve the quality of teachers’
training [9].

The fifth priority task is ensuring high system
effectiveness of an assessment of quality of the
higher education. Having mentioned this matter
as one of the priorities, we should also take into
account that factors of reforms are paradigm
of educational reforms. However, recently the
problem about recognition of the Kazakhstani
diplomas abroad is being paid more attention

and getting more and more important than it
should be. This purpose threatens to become
the main paradigm of reforms, having covered
much more important, fundamental components
of transformations. The content analysis of
performances and articles devoted to problems
of the higher education, shows that the plot of
recognition of diplomas is mentioned much more
often than a plot «quality of education». And it
is a question of only formal recognition. Another
matter of diplomas is that education in HEI is
necessary to students (and also to their parents) not
for receiving the corresponding knowledge, but
for obtaining the diploma, the formal document
giving opportunity to get job and to count on
higher salary.

In the Message to the nation “Building the
future together” in 2011 President mentioned that
the developed countries have only 1-6 HEI per 1
million people, however, in Kazakhstan this number
is 149 for the population about 16,5 million. It
testifies the over number of HEI which naturally
provides poor quality of the higher education.
On the other hand the problem of oversaturation
of graduates in some spheres, and as a result
joblessness and unemployment causes shortage of
specialists in other fields, for example, technical
and professional education is not popular enough.
By some estimates, the ratio of graduates of higher
education institutions counts 10 to 2 graduates of
technical training colleges. That is the reason of
lack about 100 thousand workers in technical and
services [10].

That is why the next priority in realization of
the Program is new classification of HEI: national
research universities, national higher educational
institutions, research universities, universities,
academies and institutes.

Conclusion. The international experience
confirms that investments into the human capital,
and, in particular, in education, since the early
childhood to mature age, promote essential
returns for economy and society. Investments into
the human capital are extremely necessary for
creation of technically progressive, productive
labor force, which can adapt in quickly changing
world. Education should be considered as economic
investments, instead of understanding it as simple
costs of social needs.
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