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Kazakhstan and India: perspectives in cooperation

Diplomatic relations between Kazakhstan and India were established on February 23, 1992. In May, 1992 the Embassy
of Republic of India in Almaty was open, and in November, 1993 the Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan in Delhi
is opened. The Indian economy - one of most dynamically developing on a planet. In the early nineties in foreign policy
strategy of India was a new direction — Central Asia. India attaches great value to development of the relations with
Central Asia; initiative so-called “A new Silk way of the Indian foreign policy”, directed on further strengthening of
cooperation with the Central Asian region.

The important instrument of development and deepening of bilateral cooperation in various spheres is the
Intergovernmental Kazakhstan-Indian Joint commission on trade and economic, scientific and technical, industrial and
cultural cooperation. Kazakhstan and India will intend to deepen cooperation in the oil and gas sphere. Kazakhstan is
open for building of the Indian investments in priority sectors of economy — small and medium business, health care,
agriculture, building of objects of Astana.
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®.T. KykeeBa, K.H. Asumxanos
Ka3zakcran :koHe YHaicTtan: bIHThIMaKTacTBIK 00J1amIaFbl

23 aknanzaa 1992 x. Kasakctan MeH YHIICTaH apachlHIa AUIIOMATHSUIBIK KaTbIHACTAp TaraiibiHaatasl. 1992 k. ma-
MbIpBIH/IA Y HIICTAaHHBIH EJLILTIr ANMaThiia albUIsl, an 1993 sxeuiapiH Kapamacsinga Kazakeran PecryOiarkachbIHbIH
enmminiri Jlenuae ambuiasl. YHAICTaH SKOHOMHKACHIHBIH JUHAMHKAIBIK JaMybl Oombi xaTeip. 1990 skpuigapbia
YunaicranubiH 6ac 6ackiMabirbl OpTanbik A3ust 6onabl. YHaicTan Opranblk A3UsMeH KapbIM-KaTblHACTAp AaMy YILIiH
YJIKEH MaFrbIHaHbI OIaipesi, coqan coH ‘““YHIICTaHHBIH CBHIPTKBI cascaThiHbIH jxaHa JKiOGek jxonbl” peren Gacrama
aifrakrazpl; OpTanblK A3HsIMEH BIHTBIMAKTACTBIFBIH HBIFAUTY YIIiH.

Bac namybl Kypaibl )KOHE €Ki JKaKTbl BIHTBIMAKTACTBIFBIH TEPEHJETY YIIIH dp cajaja Ka3aK-YH[l YKiMeTapaiblK
KOMHCCHsST 0ONajpl; COJMl KOMHCCHSI Cay/la-dKOHOMHKANBIK, FBUIBIMH-TEXHHUKAIIBIK, OHEPKACINTI JKOHE MOJCHU
BIHTBIMAKTACThIKKA KypasFaH. Kazakcran MeH YHJicTaH MyHail jKoHe ra3 cajajia bIHTBIMAaKTAaCThIKThl TePEHACTTEII.
Kaszakcran Genriii cekropiapra YH/AI WHBECTHIMSHBI YJIFaWTyFa JaiblH — IIAFbIH JKOHE OpTa OW3HEC, JCHCAYIIBIK
caxTay, aybll [IapyambUIbIK, AcTaHa 00bEKTINePiHIH KYPbUIBICHL.

Tyiiin ce3nep: Kazakcran, YHzaicTaH, reocasicar, CTpaTerisuIbIK bIHTBIMAKTACTBIK, MYHAll JKOHE a3, JKOJ KapTachl.

®.T. Kykeesa, K.H. Asumxanos
Ka3zaxcran u Unaus: nepcneKkTUBBI COTPYIHMYECTBA

Jumnomarnyeckue oTHoUIeHUs Mexny Kasaxcranom n Munumeit Opumn ycranoBieHsl 23 ¢espanst 1992 r. B mae 1992
T. 6610 OTKpBITO [ToconmscTBO PecryOnmuku Muans B AnMarel, a B Hosiope 1993 1. otkpeiTo [loconscTBo PecmyOmuku
Kazaxcran B Jlenu. Uaauiickas 5)KOHOMUKa — OJTHA M3 CAMBIX IMHAMAYHO Pa3BUBAIONINXCA Ha TutaHeTe. B Hawane 1990-
X TOJIOB BO BHEUTHEMOIUTHYECKOH cTparernu VHAnM mosBMIIOCH HOBoe HampasieHue — LlenTpanbHas Asus. Uamus
npuaaéT OONBIIOE 3HAYCHUE PAa3BUTHIO OTHOIIEHHH ¢ LleHTpanbHOl A3ueid, 0 4éM CBHIETENBCTBYET HHUIIMATHBA TaK
HasbiBaeMoro «Hosoro IllenakoBoro myT MHAMMCKONW BHELIHEN MOJMTUKWY, HAIIPAaBJIeHHAs Ha JAajibHEHIee yKperie-
HHUE COTPYAHUUYECTBA C IEHTPAIbHOA3NATCKIM PETHOHOM.

BaskHBIM MHCTPYMEHTOM pa3BUTHS M yIIyONEeHHs JIByCTOPOHHETO COTPYAHHYECTBA B PA3IUUHBIX cepax spisercs Mex-
TIPaBUTETHCTBEHHAS Ka3aXCTaHCKO-MHANICKast COBMECTHAs KOMUCCHS 10 TOPTOBO-3KOHOMHYECKOMY, HAyIHO-TEXHHIECKO-
My, IPOMBIIILIEHHOMY | KyIETypPHOMY COTpyAHHYecTBY. Kasaxcran u MHaust HaMepeHs! yrryOsiTh COTPYTHUYECTBO U B He-
(rerazoBoii chepe. Kazaxcran OTKPBIT 715l HAPAIIMBAHUS HHANMCKIX MHBECTHIMH B MPUOPUTETHBIX CEKTOPaX SKOHOMHUKH
— MaJIOM | CpeiHeM OM3Hece, 3APaBOOXPAHEHHH, CETTECKOM XO3SIHCTBE, CTPOUTENIBCTBE OOBEKTOB ACTAHBI.

KuaioueBsbie ciioBa: Kazaxcran, Haus, TeononnTrKa, CTpaTeTHIeckoe MapTHEPCTBO, HE(Th U ra3, JOPOKHAS KapTa.
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The introduce. Eurasian vector of Kazakhstan’s
foreign policy is relevant for India, as it allows solv-
ing a number of geopolitical, geo-economic and
geo-cultural challenges.

From geopolicy, it is strengthening Indian’s po-
sition in the competition with China for influence
in Central Asia and Eurasia as a whole. Today, re-
searchers state the gap between the significant po-
tential for the creation of Indo-Central Asian and
Indo-Eurasian alliance and of the weakness of its
presence in the region, which Delhi demonstrates
by the end of the first decade of the XXI-st century.

From geo-economy India could join the ranks
of the powers using economic instruments to influ-
ence - the European Union, South Korea and Japan.

Indian cultural relations with Central Asia and
Russia would modernize the mechanism of histori-
cal ties correspond to the XXI century demands.

In general, three states - India, Kazakhstan and
Russia, could constitute successful triangle. [1]

Eurasian vector of Kazakhstan: Eurasian vec-
tor can allow Kazakhstan to increase its sovereignty
and strengthen the position in international arena.
Eurasian Integration is a strategic choice of Kazakh-
stan. With this special value, Kazakhstan is devel-
oping cooperation within the framework of the most
complex and deep integration formats - the Cus-
toms Union and Common Economic area of Russia,
Belarus and Kazakhstan. These three countries have
become the core of the Eurasian integration.

Eurasian vector could replace the previous
strategy of unstable balance between Russia and the
West in order not only to avoid the conflict with the
Russian strategic interests but really to strengthen
Kazakhstan sovereignty and international posi-
tions. In fact, it is the unique possibility to combine
(reconcile the irreconcilable) and to develop real
“multi-vector foreign policy” under in-one priority
of the Russian vector.

Such a policy can be defined as a strategy of
“sustainable multi-vector” or “Eurasian”. Eurasian-
ism and multi-vector from the alternative trend will
turn to a complementary vector of development.
The situation currently developing in Eurasia gives
a quite real chance to this policy. [2]

Chinese growing influence in the region certain-
ly troubles India. But the question is - will it lead to
cooperation or conflict - is still open. Creation of
strong economic ties in Eurasia is an integral part
of the Chinese power rising and strengthening. All

States concerned should be considered Chinese ex-
pansion in Central Asia and Eurasia in long-term
strategic planning, as it will inevitably affect both
themselves and the balance of power on the Eur-
asian continent.

Considering that India and China are involved
in the processes of Eurasian cooperation, it could
be said that Kazakhstan is located in the center of
the “great circle”, which consists of both competing
and cooperating states

India-Kazakhstan. For Kazakhstan, India is the
great pragmatic interest. The dynamics of the events
taking place in the South Asia region, namely the
economic and political potential increase, strength-
ening the regional integration trends, indicates the
priority of building stable and mutually beneficial
relations between India and Kazakhstan. [3]

Republic of Kazakhstan holds a special place
in the Indian regional policy. In 2009, President
Nursultan Nazarbayev announced a “strategic part-
nership” promoted widely so far during his official
visit to India as the chief guest of India’s national
holiday (Day of the Republic).

Joint Action Plan signed in 2011, started the
“road map” which define bilateral cooperation in
various areas till 2014.

India and Kazakhstan share the same views on
the most topical global problems. Both countries
develop the important investment projects in the
construction of pipelines. There is also an agree-
ment to explore the possibility of establishing direct
trade and energy routes between India and Kazakh-
stan,

In support of this position, there are enough
strong arguments:

First, the similarity the foreign policy concept
priorities that makes a mutual interest more stable.

Second, political stability, high economic and
scientific-technical potential of Kazakhstan and the
emerging confidence level of bilateral relations.

Third, existence of significant reserves hydro-
carbons and other natural resources in a favorable
investment climate in Kazakhstan market.

The forth aspect is the support of Kazakhstan’s
initiatives by India in the international arena

Eurasian vector of Kazakhstani foreign policy
is an important factor for geopolitical and geostra-
tegic, not to mention geoeconomic and geocultural
Indian activities based on competing interests in the
region. [4]
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Presently India demonstrates an interest in shap-
ing and organizing the Eurasian Space on following
reasons

1. India’s big strategy includes so-called extend-
ed neighborhood in Asia (including Central Asia)
where India is trying to balance the influence of
other powers, and not allow them to overstep upon
the interests of its own

Indian policymakers are working tirelessly to
improve the status of the country both in the region-
al and global levels. Delhi is making it’s best to ad-
just relations with its direct neighbors, to find ways
of co-existence with China and Pakistan (their main
competitors in the region) and to restore its position
in the near abroad, in some parts of Africa, Central
and South-East Asia, the Gulf and the Indian Ocean.
At the same time India has developed its relations
with the great powers, especially with the Russian
Federation and the United States.

India’s participation in the strategic alliance
or unions with one or even a few neighbors is the
way to increase its role and importance in the global
community.

Considering the fact that India has so serious
tensions with Pakistan and China, the absence of
any major contradictions with the Kazakhstan and
Russia and in the future with the Eurasian Union
makes them “natural ally’s states”.[5]

2. India’s interest in Eurasia is now obviously
based on the fact that reach in natural resources Ka-
zakhstan has oil-exploration and other energy con-
tracts with Chinese companies. Kazakhstan was re-
portedly initially wary of allowing a Chinese com-
pany to take over its strategic oil assets for fear that
China could control its energy resources. CNPC
eventually managed to reassure the Kazakh govern-
ment, and acquired the company. The deal has not
only added to CNPC’s existing stakes in Kazakh-
stan’s petroleum sector, but also moved China into
a better position to expand into other oil projects in
the country.

In order to diversify energy flows Kazakhstan
welcomes the active introduction of the Indian
ONGC oil company to the Kazakh market.

Today, India is seriously connects the prospects
for its own energy security with the countries of
Central Asia and Eurasia and global energy secu-
rity in the long term will be of greater relevance for
India.

That is why India seriously correlates its own
energy security perspectives with Central Asia and
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Eurasia. The global energy security in the long term
will be greater relevance for India. The intensive In-
dian energy diplomacy aims to create a new world
energy structure, which is based on the so-called
“pan-Asian solidarity.” Its proponents believe that
this structure will provide producing countries guar-
anteed energy markets and importing countries -
guaranteed supply on the long term basis. [6]

According to the statements of Indian Minis-
ter of Petroleum and Natural Gas M.Sh.Ayara , In-
dia has the intention to participate in the explora-
tion of Kazakh oil and gas fields as well as in the
works to expand oil and gas in the well-known
and long- exploited fields. India is also interested
in cooperation with Kazakhstan companies to up-
grade existing refineries and creating new ones.
The Indian side is also interested in the development
of the transport corridor “North - South” of Aktau
on the Caspian Sea through Iran to the Arabian Sea.
The design of this corridor requires a railway from
Europe through Russia , Azerbaijan and Iran to In-
dia and South- East Asia. The possibility of connec-
tion of Kazakhstan and other Central Asian oil fields
Aktau with India through a pipeline routes, possibly
through Turkmenistan and Iran.

However, India’s energy strategy in Central
Asia remains modest compared to the Chinese, Rus-
sian and the U.S. Virtually all researchers have not-
ed a weak presence of India in Central Asia. China
successfully ahead of India in obtaining contracts
for hydrocarbons production and delivery from Ka-
zakhstan. This fact pushes India on a more active
policy in this area.

Currently Indian business declared its intention
to buy a stake of Conoco Phillips in “Kashagan”
consortium. This issue will be considered in the na-
tional interest. [7]

3. Eurasian vector of Kazakhstan’s policy al-
lows India to get free access to the vast markets for
Indian exports (including Russia).

The developmentofthe Eurasian vectorandinthe
future creation of the Eurasian Union will enable In-
dia to strengthen its economic presence in the region.
India - at least in the absence of the land border with
Kazakhstan - is in a position to determine - losing
in comparison with China’s economic presence in
Kazakhstan and the region as a whole.

However, the growth of the Kazakh-Indian
trade and strengthening bilateral political coopera-
tion suggest that that India can play the role of a
counterweight to China, thereby reducing the factor
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of “China threat.” According Kazakhstan experts,
India could stand in one line with the powers that
use economic leverage to influence - the European
Union , South Korea and Japan .

Kazakhstan is the largest Indian trading partner
in Central Asia (the bilateral trade in 2011 amount-
ed to 291.4 million dollars, and for January - De-
cember 2012 - 525 million). It is a real evidence
of the great opportunities for business cooperation.
It is therefore necessary to harmonize the trade dy-
namics with the potential of the countries. [8]

Kazakhstan and India have agreed to cooperate
in the field of nano-and IT-technologies. Taking into
consideration that India has a well-developed sci-
ence and modern technology, it is the second (af-
ter the U.S.), a worldwide developer of computer
programs, good opportunities are opened for invest-
ment projects in the fields of IT technologies, and
also in pharmaceuticals and textiles.

India has always been one of the Russia’s clos-
est and most reliable friends and partners. Trade and
economic cooperation between Russia and India
is developing dynamically. The Federal Customs
Service of Russia reported a 7,5% increase in Rus-
sian-Indian trade in 2009 from the 2008 figure to
USD7.46 billion. In January-February 2010, it grew
by 40%, with a 40% increase in Russian exports and
in imports. [9]

According to Ajay Bisariya, the Head of the
Eurasian Department of the MFA India needs to
develop a number of mechanisms at the intergov-
ernmental level that could contribute to the growth
of trade between the countries The free trade agree-
ment or an agreement on comprehensive econom-
ic cooperation with the joint Eurasian space will
change the situation for the better . In 2013, India
is willing to consider the issue about joining the
Custom Union. Speaking at a seminar, Ajay Bisaria
described economics as the weakest link in India-
Russia and India-Kazakhstan strategic ties which
could be fortified with an FTA or a Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA).

Both sides are following multi-vector policies.
India has sealed or is negotiating FTAs or CECAs
with several trading blocks and countries (Russia,
Belarus and Kazakhstan)

But hotbeds of instability- underdeveloped
transport networks and rugged mountains located
between the territory of the Customs Union and In-
dia, pose a challenge to establish closer trade rela-
tions between the parties.

Therefore, India plans to send the increased
goods flow through an international transport cor-
ridor “North- South”. In May 10 it was the open-
ing ceremony of the last Turkmen section of the
line Zhanaozen - Golgan (under construction since
2007), which will shorten the distance of the in-
ternational trade corridor «North -South» for 600
km.[10]

4. Strengthening the Eurasian vector prevents
the Islamization of Kazakhstan and Central Asia on
the whole and creation of “Islamic belt” associated
to Pakistan.

Central Asia is an important security element
in Indian’s relationship with Pakistan, and in the
stabilization of Afghanistan. Possible threats from
Islamic extremist groups could also invigorate ele-
ments active in Kashmir. In regard to the balance-
of-power among the great powers in the Central
Asian region, India has to restructure the India-
Russia partnership, remain alert to China’s Central
Asian penetration, forge a cooperation framework
with the United States, and address its historical ri-
valry with Pakistan.[11]

Kazakhstan and Central Asia as an area of vi-
tal importance to India, not only on account of its
geographical proximity and India’s historical and
cultural links with the region, but also because of
the common challenge they all face from extrem-
ism and terrorism. Thus, India has a common inter-
est with Central Asian governments in stopping the
spillover of Islamic fundamentalism from Pakistan
and Afghanistan into Central Asia and preventing
the region from becoming a conduit for radical reli-
gious ideologieswith the potential to destabilize the
border regions of Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyz-
stan, China, and India.

Considering the intense power play taking place
between Russia, China, the U.S. and the Western
countries in the strategic arena of Central Asia, In-
dia’s emphasis on soft power , on its positive ex-
perience.

In spite of the factors contributing to the growth
of India’s importance for Kazakhstan, experts do
not exclude the possibility of stagnation of geopo-
litical situation n in the region and worse, events can
develop not in favor for India.

The most negative consequence will be the es-
tablishment of Chinies economic protectorate in the
region or the Islamization of Central Asia. [12]

Security are an important issue of the Indian and
Central Asian authors research works, including the
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problem of Islamization and as a consequence is-
lamic-oriented extremism.

K.Warikoo, Professor Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, analyses the Central Asian religious agenda
through expanded regional one, considering both
the region in the light of the growing threat of radi-
cal Islam. [13]

The expert studies the issue in a broader interna-
tional context- the resurgence of the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan, the Talibanisation of Pakistan , the policy
and practice of Islamic terrorism in India , Islamic
extremism in Kashmir, Islamic extremism and ter-
rorist network in Bangladesh, the destabilizing role
of Hizb -ut- Tahrir in Central Asia , the role of Mus-
lim leaders in Tajikistan , ethnic and religious sepa-
ratism in Xinjiang , etc.

The threat of Islamization comes from the fact that
the Islamists are fundamentally disagree with the con-
cept of democracy and secularism. At the same time,
the rhetoric of political Islam is a response to growing
economic inequality, corruption, political impotence
within Muslim societies, as well as the moral bank-
ruptcy of modern Western materialistic culture and its
value system. Central Asian countries could not stay
away from these processes. But the main cause of in-
stability with Islamist overtones K. Warikoo sees the
region’s proximity to Afghanistan, and for this reason,
Isamization is a threat for India. [14]

Indian researcher reasonably assumes India,
China, Russia and its Central Asian allies should
unite against a common threat. Eurasian vector
of Kazakhstan will certainly contribute to this.
[15]

In conclusion it should be noted that he devel-
opment of the Eurasian vector of Kazakhstan’s for-
eign policy and the future of the Eurasian Union of
India can strengthen its position in Central Asia and
Eurasia.

India considers the Eurasian space as its extend-
ed neighborhood and attaches high importance to its
geopolitical and Strategic Environment in Central
Asia and India geoeconomic interests.

India’s support to the anti-terririst and islamist
movements had made it a closer partner of Russia
and the Central Asian states.

An active Chinese presence in Kazakhstan and
Russia is an obvious fact, challenging the Indian
policy makers and business. India, with its civili-
zational and cultural links to the region, combined
with its approach based on soft power, can play the
role of a balancer. Period when India explained its
passive policy in Central Asia and Eurasia by ab-
sence of geographical boundaries comes to the end.
In this context , the views of experts, as well as the
policy makers and business, has changed signifi-
cantly

References

1. Baizakova K., Dwivedi R. India-Kazakhstan Perspectives: Regional and International Interactions - http://www.centralasia-
southcaucasus.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=90

2. Foshko K. India-Kazakhstan: Looking beyond energy Il http://www.gatewayhouse.in/india-kazakhstan-looking-beyond-ener-

gy-ii/

3. Sultanov B.K.; Santanam K. India and Kazakhstan: perspectives of strategic cooperation. http://kisi.kz/img/docs/5315.pdf
4. Hussain.Z “Analysis: Indian-Kazakh Energy Ties Deepen,” Energy Daily, January 16, 2009.
5. Tbrokhim R. India-Kazakhstan Relations: Challenges and Prospects, Mainstream Weekly, Vol. XLVII, no. 38, September 5,

20009.

7. Kenzhegalieva G. — India and Kazakhstan perspectives of cooperation. http://wap.gazeta.kz/article/25934/

8. Joint Declaration on Strategic Partnership between India and Kazakhstan http://mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/4776/
Joint+Declaration+on+Strategic+Partnership+between+India+and+Kazakhstan

9. Garrett C and Aidymbekova Zh. “Uranium Mining in Kazakhstan and Pervasive State Participation: A Canadian Comparative

Perspective,” Macleod Dixon LLP, 2008.

10. Warikoo, Ethnicity and Politics in Central Asia. — New Delhi: South Asian Publishers, 1992. — 358 p.
11. Rudenko E. A CLOSE-UP VIEW OF INDIAN-TAJIK POLITICAL COOPERATION: THE INDIAN PERSPECTIVE - http://

www.ca-c.org/journal/2009-02-eng/14.shtml

12. Puri, M.M.Central Asian Geopolitics: the Indian View // Central Asian Survey. — 1997. — Vol. 16, No. 2. — P. 237 — 268.
13. Warikoo, Religion and Security in South and Central Asia. Ed. by K.Warikoo. — London, New York: Routledge, 2011. —217 p.
14. Baksh, J.Russia, India and the Central Asian Republics: Geopolitical Convergence // Strategic Analysis. — 1996. — Vol. IX, No.

5.-P.33-37.

15. Vohra, N.N.Culture, Society and Politics in Central Asia and India. — New Delhi: Shipra Publications, 1999. — 325 p.

ISSN 1563-0285

KazNU Bulletin. International relations and international law series. No3-4 (63-64). 2013



