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THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES
TO THE STUDY OF MIGRATION
FROM CHINA TO KAZAKHSTAN

The migration process from China to Kazakhstan is complex, poorly understood, and requires a
variety of theoretical and methodological approaches to fully understand its dynamics. For this purpose,
this paper applies theories of international migration to gain a better understanding of the movement of
migrants between the two countries.

The study focuses on macro-level migration theories to identify the political and economic implica-
tions of migration in the context of Kazakhstan-China relations. The study highlights the need for inte-
grated methods, including both qualitative and quantitative approaches such as surveys, interviews, and
case studies, to capture the multifaceted nature of migration. It also highlights the need for improved
data collection methods and suggests that a combination of administrative data, expert assessments, and
sample surveys can provide a more accurate understanding of illegal migration. The paper pays particular
attention to irregular migration, given the high numbers of migrants from PRC to Kazakhstan, primarily
for economic reasons. Thus, the paper attempts to map out the dynamics of Chinese-Kazakh migration
by highlighting its history, development, sources, and factors, using findings from Western and domestic
scholars.

Key words: migration, neoclassical theory, macro-level theory, theory of new economics of migra-
tion, theory of migration networks, global migration.
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KbiTaiiaan Ka3akcraHFa KeLli-KOHAbI 3€PTTeYAiH,
TEOPUSIABIK, XKOHE dAICTEMEAIK TaciAAepi

KbiTarnaaH KasakcraHra Kellly NpoLeci KYPAEAi, a3 3epTTeAreH >XaHe OHbIH AMHAMMKACBIH TOAbIK,
TYCiHY YLUIH 8PTYPAI TEOPUSIABIK, X)KBHE BAICTEMEAIK TOCIAAEPAI KOAAAHYABI TaAan eTeAl. Ocbl MakcaTTa
MaKaAaasa eKi eA apacblHAAFbl KOLI-KOH KO3FaAbICbl MPOLECIH »KaKCbIpaK, TYCIHY YLWiH XaAblKapaAbIk,
MUrpaLms TeOPUSIAAPbl KOAAQHBIAQADI.

3eptTrey KasakcTaH MeH KpbiTail apacbliHAaFbl KapbiIM-KATblHACTap KOHTEKCTIHAE KOLi-KOHHbIH
CasfCy1 >koHe SKOHOMMKAADIK, CAAAAPbIH aHbIKTayFa MYMKIHAIK GepeTiH MaKpOAEHIEMAIK MUMPALIMSIABIK,
TeopusiAapFa Ha3ap ayAapaAbl. 3epTTey Kelli-KOHHbIH, KM KbIPpAbl CUMaTbIH TYCipy YLiH cayaAHaMaAap,
cyxbaTTap >KeHe >KarAanAblK, 3ePTTEyAep CUSIKTbl CaraAblK, >XOHE CaHAbIK, SAICTEPAI KAMTUTbIH
MHTEerpaumsiAaHFaH 8AICTEPAIH KaXeTTiAiriH kepceteai. CoHAQM-aK, AEPEKTEPAI >XXMHAy BAICTEpiH
XKETIAAIPY KKETTIAINH KepceTeal >KoHe OKIMLIIAIK AepeKTepAiH, capanTamaAblK, OGararayAapAbliH
KOHe ipikTeme cayaAHamaAapbliHbIH, YMAECIMI TYpaKTbl eMeC Kelli-KOHHbIH ce6ebiH ABAIPEK TYCIHYAI
KamTamacbl3 eTe aAaTbiHbIH yCbiHaabl. Makaaaaa KbiTanaaH KasakcTaHfa HerisiHeH 3KOHOMMKAAbIK,
cebenTepre 6aMAaHbICTbI MUTPAHTTAPAbIH KO 60AYbIHa 6ANAAHBICTbI 3aHCbI3 KOLIi-KOHFa epekxlLe Ha3ap
ayaapbiAraH. OcbliAanLla, KYMbICTa 6ATbICTbIK, K&HE OTaHAbIK, FaAbIMAAPAbIH 3epTTeyAepi GapbiCbiHAA
AAbIHFAH HOTMXKEAEpAl MalAaAaHa OTbIPbIM, OHbIH TapWXbiH, AAMYbIH, Ke3Aepi MeH (PakTopAapbIH
KOPCETY apKblAbl KblTal-Ka3ak, KeLli-KOHbIHbIH AMHAMMKACBIH KYPYFa 9PeKeT >KacaAAbl.

TyiiH ce3aep: MUrpaLms, HEOKAACCUKAABIK, TEOPUS, MAaKPOAEHIEMAIK TeOpUS, >KaHa SKOHOMMKA
MUIPaLMSICbl, MUIPALMSIAIK, XKEAIAEP TEOPUSChI, >XahaHABIK, KOLLI-KOH.
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Theoretical and Methodological Approaches to the Study of Migration from China to Kazakhstan

A.A. AATbiHOek*, 3.K. KaprmoBa

YuusepcuteT TypaH, r. Aamarbl, KasaxcraH
e-mail: a.altynbek@turan-edu.kz

TeopeTMKo-MeTOAOAOTMYECKUE MOAXOADI
K u3yveHuto murpaumm n3 Kurtas B Kazaxcran

Mpouecc murpaumm u3 Kntas B KasaxcraH CAOXKEH, MaAoM3ydeH 1 TpebyeT nprMMeHeHus pa3HoO-
6pasHbIX TEOPETUYECKMX 1 METOAOAOTMUYECKMX NMOAXOAOB AAS TOAHOTO MOHUMAHMS ero AnHamuku. C
3TOM LIEAbIO B CTaTbe UCMOAb3YIOTCS TEOPUM MEKAYHAPOAHOM MUrpaLmn AAS GOAee MOAHOIO MOHUMA-
HMS NpoLecca NepeABM>KEHUS MUTPAHTOB MEXAY ABYMS YKa3aHHbIMM CTPaHaMu.

MccaepoBaHre cOCPeAOTOUEHO Ha MUMPALLMOHHBIX TEOPUSIX MAaKPOYPOBHSI, MO3BOASIOLLLEE BbISIBUTb
NMOAUTUYECKME M IKOHOMMUYECKME MOCAEACTBUS MUIPALIMM B KOHTEKCTE OTHOLLEHMI MexAy Kasaxcra-
HoMm 1 KuTaem. MccaepoBaHme noAvepKMBaET HEOHXOAMMOCTb KOMIMAEKCHbIX METOAOB, BKAIOYAsH KaK
KauyeCTBeHHble, TaK M KOAMUECTBEHHble MOAXOAbI, TaKMe KaK OMpoChbl, MHTEPBbIO U TeMaTUUYeckue mnc-
CAEAOBaHUS, AASI OXBaTa MHOTOMPAHHOM NMPUPOAbBI MUrpaLmm. Tak>ke NoAYEepKMBAETCS HEOBXOAMMOCTb
YAYULLIEHUS METOAOB CO0Opa AQHHbBIX U MPEANOAAraeT, YTo COYeTaHue AAMMHUCTPATUBHBIX AAHHbIX,
3KCMEPTHbIX OLEHOK M BbIGOPOUHbIX 06CAEAOBAHMIA MOXKET 06ecreunTb 60Aee TOUHOE NMOHMMAHKE He-
A€raAbHOM MUrpaumu. B ctatbe 0co6eHHOe BHUMaHWE YAEASIETCS HEAETaAbHOM MUMPALMK BBUAY BbICO-
KMX MoKasaTeAeln YUMCAeHHOCTM MurpaHToB 13 KHP B KasaxcTaH npenmylileCTBEHHO MO 3KOHOMWYECKUM
npuunHam. Takum ob6pasom, B paboTte Gbiaa NPEANPUHSITA MOMbITKA BbICTPAMBAHMS AMHAMUKM KUTAN-
CKO-Ka3aXxCTaHCKOM MUIrpaLum MyTem BbIAGAEHUSI ee UCTOPWM, Pa3BUTUSI, MICTOUHUKOB M (haKTOPOB C
NMPUMeHeHMEM Pe3yAbTaTOB, MOAYUYEHHbIX B XOAE MCCAEAOBAHUI 3aMaAHbIX MU OTEUYECTBEHHBIX YUYEHbIX.

KaroueBble caoBa: MUTPpalmda, HEOKAaCCHMYeCKas Teopnd, Teoprnda MakKpoypoOBH4A, Teopnd HOBOWM 3KO-
HOMUKU MUTPaUnn, Teopnud MUIPalMOHHbIX CeTeVI, rao6aAbHas MUTrpaums.

Introduction

The economic growth of the People’s Republic
of China (PRC) has profoundly reshaped its politi-
cal and social landscape, fueling both domestic and
international migration. This shift is largely driven
by the increasing global economic and political in-
fluence of the PRC.

Since the independence of Central Asia, China
has emerged as a major power, significantly bolster-
ing its presence in the region. China continues to ap-
ply a variety of tools to expand its influence, such
as economic, social, cultural, and geopolitical strat-
egies. Kazakhstan, with its strategic location and
abundant natural resources, attracts Chinese invest-
ment, leading to significant infrastructure projects
and joint ventures. These developments strengthen
bilateral relations and create a dynamic environment
for collaboration.

Historically, China has been a major source of
international migrants, and the movement of people
to Kazakhstan and other Central Asian nations per-
sists, fueled by the resurgence of historical, trade,
economic, and ethnocultural connections.

Movement of people between China and Ka-
zakhstan is a significant social and economic trend
impacting both nations. However, the influx of mi-
grants also brings challenges. China’s expanding
economic influence and the increasing number of
Chinese nationals in Kazakhstan continually raise
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concerns about its powerful neighbor. Today, Chi-
nese migration can be seen as a political tool of Bei-
jing. Most members of the Chinese diaspora do not
assimilate; they preserve their identity and maintain
strong connections to their homeland.

Migration between PRC and Kazakhstan re-
mains a complex and poorly understood phenom-
enon, despite considerable efforts by both domes-
tic and foreign researchers. In their scientific work,
researchers employ various theoretical and meth-
odological approaches to understand the influx of
Chinese migrants to Kazakhstan. Currently, there is
no unified theory of international migration. Instead,
multiple approaches and theoretical models exist to
explain the motivations behind why migrants move
from one country to another. Each major migration
theory offers unique concepts and explanations to
identify the driving forces behind international mi-
gration.

To study this issue in depth, it is necessary to use
different theories and methodological approaches.
A comprehensive analysis should take into account
the advantages and limitations of each theory. The
number, composition, and location of migrants from
China influence the demographic indicators of Ka-
zakhstan and the labor market, and they also cause
problems of social and cultural integration. The
study of migration flows between China and Ka-
zakhstan is important in the context of geopolitical
changes in Central Asia. In such a situation, a com-
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prehensive study of migration processes from China
to Kazakhstan is vital for shaping the country’s do-
mestic stability and foreign policy. Problems such
as insufficient data and low data quality are emerg-
ing in migration research. Therefore, it is important
to improve the research methodology and increase
the reliability of the data.

The objectives of this article include: analyzing
existing theoretical approaches to migration from
China to Kazakhstan and their applicability; iden-
tifying key concepts and models that are used in
studies of migration processes; and evaluating the
effectiveness of various data collection and analysis
techniques in the context of migration from China
to Kazakhstan.

Description of materials and methods

Methodologically, the study examines macro-
level theories including neoclassical economics,
migration dynamics, dual labor market theory, new
economics of migration theory, and migration chain
theory. The main emphasis is on the economic fac-
tors driving movement between the two researched
countries, as these are pivotal. Given that most mi-
grants hold a working status, special attention is
paid to international labor mobility. This study uses
both quantitative and qualitative methods. Quantita-
tive methods include surveys and questionnaires to
gather data on Chinese migrants and analyzing gov-
ernment data to understand larger trends. Qualita-
tive methods involve interviews, focus groups, and
observations to capture personal stories and social
interactions.

Results

The research highlights the limitations of
world system theory in understanding international
migration, particularly in light of the increasing
migration flows between developed and develop-
ing countries. This theory traditionally views inter-
national migration as primarily a movement from
peripheral to developed nations. However, current
trends indicate that the dynamics of migration are
influenced not only by the global capitalist mar-
ket structure but also by international economic
policies, labor mobility, and globalization (Massey
et al, 1993). While labor shortages in destination
countries and surpluses in origin countries are still
central reasons for migration, variations in edu-
cational attainment, quality of life, and socioeco-
nomic opportunities also significantly contribute to
migration patterns.

Moreover, shifts in the economic and social
conditions of developing countries, along with fluc-
tuations in the international labor market, influence
China’s migration policy. The significance of these
countries to China is closely tied to its foreign policy
strategy, which prioritizes strengthening relation-
ships with developing nations (Oganesyan, 2020).

There are five main types of migration from
China to Central Asia (CA): labour, entrepreneurial,
transit, educational and marriage (Vazirov, 2019).
Most Chinese temporarily residing in Kazakhstan
are long-term migrants. The main groups among
them include those employed in small family busi-
nesses and trade, as well as contract workers. So,
economic factors are a significant driver of migra-
tion from China (Sarqyqan et al, 2021).

A major factor driving the deepening of Kazakh-
stan’s collaboration with China is the significant
funding directed toward infrastructure development,
including railways, road networks, power genera-
tion, and telecommunications. These financial con-
tributions have played a crucial role in accelerating
Kazakhstan’s modernization and boosting its eco-
nomic progress. By leveraging strategic partnership
agreements, China is consolidating its presence and
expanding its influence and capital share in Kazakh-
stan. Additionally, this dynamic has led to an influx
of Chinese labor into the region, making labor mi-
gration a significant aspect of the investment policy
in Kazakhstan.

Theories of international labor migration are
examined from both macro and micro perspectives.
Macro-level theories analyze migration between
countries by examining the political, economic, and
cultural structures of both the sending and receiving
countries. In contrast, micro-level theories focus on
the individual motivations that drive the decision to
migrate (Melkonyan, 2015).

The most prominent model of international mi-
gration, which encompasses both macro and micro-
oriented theories, was developed to explain labor
movement in the context of economic development.
According to Todaro (Todaro, 1976), a representa-
tive of the neoclassical model based on macro theory,
disparities in the availability of labor and job oppor-
tunities between countries drive migration. Workers
from low-wage, labor-abundant countries move to
high-wage, labor-scarce countries, equalizing wages
until only migration costs account for the wage gap.
Similarly, capital flows from wealthy to poorer coun-
tries seeking higher returns, including skilled work-
ers moving to maximize their earnings. Recognizing
the difference between general labor migration and
skilled professional movement is crucial.
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In poorer countries, the potential for high re-
turns makes capital investments attractive, drawing
not only financial resources but also human capital.
This process helps reduce economic imbalances,
boosting employment and educational opportuni-
ties in developing regions. Skilled workers migrate
to take advantage of high returns in areas lacking
human capital, which often results in the movement
of managers and technicians as well. Therefore, it’s
essential to differentiate international labor migra-
tion from human capital flows, acknowledging the
diverse skill levels of migrants, even in macroeco-
nomic models (Massey et al., 1993).

According to data from the Ministry of La-
bor and Social Protection of the Population of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, as of March 2023, only
14,400 foreigners were working in the country. Of
these, 3,500 were Chinese citizens, making up ap-
proximately one-quarter of the foreign workforce
(MLSPP RK, 2023).

For Chinese people considering migrating to Ka-
zakhstan, this may include expected income, such as
average wages, employment, and career opportuni-
ties, as well as expected expenses, including reloca-
tion, adaptation, housing, and health care costs. Chi-
na has high population density and competition for
jobs, while Kazakhstan, with its lower population
density, may offer job openings in the agriculture,
construction, and manufacturing sectors. The model
acknowledges that decisions can be made even in
the face of uncertainty, including the risk of adapta-
tion difficulties, language barriers, and cultural dif-
ferences. Trust in Kazakhstan’s economic stability
and long-term growth significantly alleviates un-
certainty for migrants. To streamline migration pro-
cesses, it’s essential to account for both economic
factors and the social and political conditions that
foster favorable employment opportunities. This in-
cludes strong diplomatic relations between nations,
safeguarding migrant rights, and promoting cultural
and social integration. Moreover, Kazakhstan’s in-
vestment appeal and infrastructure improvements
act as additional motivators for migrants.

When exploring theoretical frameworks for ana-
lyzing migration between the given countries, Mi-
chael Piori’s dual labor market theory (Piore, 1972)
offers valuable insights into the social and economic
inequalities driving such migration. This theory di-
vides the labor market into two key categories: the
high-wage sector, which is known for job security
and opportunities for career growth, and the low-
wage sector, which is marked by job instability and
limited chances for professional advancement. The
core premise of the theory is that structural barri-
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ers — such as skill requirements, discrimination, and
access to education — impede workers’ movement
from the secondary to the primary sector. The theory
highlights that these two distinct labor market seg-
ments contribute to social and economic inequality.
Furthermore, it underscores the importance of gov-
ernment policies and regulations in reducing these
barriers and mitigating inequalities between the
sectors, making it pertinent for developing policies
aimed at improving working conditions and oppor-
tunities for all workers.

The migration theory, which introduced by
Oded Stark and David Bloom (Stark et al, 1991),
provides a framework for analyzing migration flows
from China to Kazakhstan. Unlike earlier theories,
this approach shifts the focus from individual deci-
sion-making about migration to collective choices
made by households. This change in focus high-
lights the role of families working together to send
a member abroad to diversify income sources and
manage risks.

Despite the overall well-being of developed
countries, rural parts often lack access to insurance
and social welfare. By sending a relative to work
in another country, households secure alternative
income through remittances, providing a financial
safety net in times of crisis. This model suggests that
migration isn’t driven solely by absolute poverty but
by the desire to improve one’s status compared to
others in the community. When families see their
neighbors benefiting from remittances sent by rela-
tives working abroad, they feel relatively deprived
and motivated to send their own family members
abroad to achieve similar benefits.

This is especially important in rural China, where
economic instability may prompt people to seek bet-
ter opportunities abroad. One reason for their mi-
gration could be the families’ wish to enhance their
economic conditions. For example, some family
members may remain in China to work or conduct
business, while others move to Kazakhstan to ac-
cess the resources and opportunities available there.
This allows the family to share risks and sources of
income, which is consistent with the approach of the
new economy of migration.

Douglas Massey’s “migration network™ theory
explains the process of migration as a self-reinforc-
ing mechanism, where early migrants facilitate the
path of subsequent migrants through the creation
of social networks and the provision of information
and resources (Massey, 1988). This migration mod-
el covers both broad and detailed levels of analysis.
It explains how social networks and connections
between migrants and their family and friends back



A.A. Altynbek, Z.K. Karimova

home stimulate and support the migration process.
The theory emphasizes the importance of social
networks and personal connections in the migration
process, providing insight into why people decide
to migrate and how they do so. Migration chains
mitigate the risks and expenses associated with mi-
gration, making it more feasible for newcomers and
ensuring a steady stream of migrants. Over time, it
can lead to the institutionalization of migration, with
sustained migration flows between specific regions.

The theory of migration networks provides a
comprehensive understanding of how diasporas in-
fluence migration patterns. As the connections be-
tween countries grow, migration processes become
self-sustaining. Consequently, migration rates be-
tween countries are increasingly driven by the pres-
ence of migration networks and diasporas, rather
than economic factors such as wage or employ-
ment differences. Maintaining links to the country
of origin helps create social networks that facilitate
job finding and quick adaptation in host countries
(Walmsley, 2015), thus accelerating migration rates.
Thus, countries with significant or established dias-
poras usually see a higher influx of new migrants.

In this research, the authors aim to apply new
methodologies to explore the relatively under-re-
searched area of China-Kazakh migration. A new
approach to the study of the process of migration
from China to Kazakhstan in the 20th century is
the introduction of an innovative approach through
the oral history method (Clark et al., 2004). This
method was used by W. Clark and A. Kamalov pre-
sented in his research, in particular, it allows for an
in-depth exploration of migration processes via the
personal memories and experiences of the migrants
themselves. This new approach complements the
traditional methods of historical data collection and
analysis and allows for a comprehensive consider-
ation of the migration process. While oral history
originated in post-war America and was initially re-
garded as unreliable in post-Soviet countries, it has
recently gained recognition in Russia as a valuable
academic tool. The strength of oral history lies in
its ability to provide insights into historical events
through individual perspectives.

Among Kazakhstani scholars, G. Mendikulova
and B. Atantayeva have significantly advanced the
understanding of migration between Kazakhstan
and China (Mendikulova et al, 2008). Their re-
search delves into migration patterns across differ-
ent historical periods. N. Ablazhey’s work is also
vital, as it examines the movement of the Kazakh
population between Kazakhstan and Xinjiang, cov-
ering emigration during famines, return migration,

and various aspects of migration such as the migra-
tion policies of Russia and the USSR, as well as is-
sues related to repatriation and migrant adaptation
(Ablazhey, 2015). E. Sadovskaya provides a fresh
perspective by outlining the migration events of the
1960s and 1970s. S.B. Kozhirova has also made a
notable contribution by providing a detailed analy-
sis of migration processes in the mid-20th century
(Kozhirova, 2017).

Discussion

The largest community of Kazakhs outside Ka-
zakhstan is found in China. Furthermore, E. Sadovs-
kaya has discovered that the majority of those mi-
grating from China are Kazakh repatriates, known
as oralmans — ethnic Kazakhs who are coming back
to Kazakhstan from abroad (Sadovskaya, 2008).
The historical context significantly influences this
migration, as ethnic Kazakhs move from China to
Kazakhstan permanently due to the country’s repa-
triation policy. Many of these migrants are motivat-
ed by the desire to return to their ancestral homeland
and believe that their children will have better op-
portunities in Kazakhstan compared to China.

Table 1 — Immigration of Chinese Citizens to Kazakhstan.
January-December | Thousand People

Year Total Kazakhs
2017 3.02 3.00
2018 1.36 1.34
2019 1.49 1.46
2020 1.55 1.53
2021 0.25 0.24
2022 0.42 0.40

Source: Ranking.kz based on data from the Bureau of Na-
tional Statistics of ASPR RK (Ranking.kz., 2023)

The peak of Chinese migration to Kazakhstan
occurred in 1993-1994, when about 40-50 thousand
Chinese traders lived permanently even in Almaty
itself (Sadovskaya, 2008). Due to the restrictions of
their commercial visas, which prohibited employ-
ment, many of them had to leave

According to data from the National Statistics
Agency of Kazakhstan, the majority of migrants
from China to Kazakhstan are ethnic Kazakhs, who
are actively encouraged to return to their homeland
by both relatives and the state. For this purpose, spe-
cial government programs have been developed to
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support the Kandas, which corresponds to the con-
cept of “pull” factors, when the existing diaspora at-
tracts new migrants.

Kazakhstan frequently and re-enter the coun-
try on a short-term basis. However, some oralmans
prefer not to change citizenship after moving to Ka-
zakhstan in order to save their other half, to be able
to return back to China or to freely engage in a joint
business or visit relatives. The formation of infor-
mal migration networks has facilitated the further
movement of Chinese citizens to Kazakhstan, where
established migration channels already operate and
fraternities and communities are developing. These
networks are highly effective in connecting Chinese
communities within a single city, across different
cities, and between China and other regions. They
are based on interpersonal and familial relation-
ships. While most interactions occur among people
within the same locality, these networks can also
span across various geographic areas. The formation
of these migration networks is driven by the self-
organization of migrants or the help of intermediar-
ies. Chinese migrants seeking economic opportuni-
ties often rely on intermediaries who have expertise
in local business practices and are knowledgeable
about commercial transactions and job placements.
This arrangement not only helps them gain entry
and settle in new areas but also assists in navigating
local systems and establishing successful careers.

These networks operate effectively both within
Chinese communities in individual cities and across
different cities, as well as between China and other
places. They are built on personal and family ties.
Although interactions are generally more common
among those in the same locality, these networks
can extend to individuals from various geographic
areas. The creation of these migration networks is
due to either the self-organizing efforts of migrants
or the support provided by intermediaries. Chinese
migrants, primarily looking for economic opportu-
nities, frequently turn to intermediaries who pos-
sess local business knowledge and are familiar with
commercial transactions and job opportunities.

To apply world systems theory to migration
flows between China and Kazakhstan, it is neces-
sary to consider how the international capitalist
framework influences migration processes. World
systems theory, originally developed by Immanuel
Wallerstein and expanded by other scholars, views
international migration as a result of the global capi-
talist system. This theory suggests that when capital-
ist economic systems are introduced into non-capi-
talist and peripheral societies, it results in increased
population mobility and a greater tendency toward
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migration. Essentially, the integration of capitalist
changes into a society with a different economic
framework drives people to move in search of im-
proved economic prospects (Wallerstein, 1974).

The same capitalist processes that displace
workers in peripheral regions simultaneously gener-
ate labor demand in core countries. Improvements
in transportation and communication systems fa-
cilitate the movement of goods, capital, and people,
which in turn supports migration. Cultural ties, often
legacies of colonialism, further promote migration
by fostering familiarity with the languages and life-
styles of core countries.

Most of the migrants who came to Kazakhstan,
especially migrant workers from China, come to
the country without an official contract. Kazakh re-
searchers have shown in their works that statistical
data in Kazakhstan about Chinese business are con-
troversial. Illegal work of small and medium-sized
businesses complicates this situation. In most cases,
these enterprises are not registered and are closed
in a short time without submitting a tax declaration
(Sadovskaya, 2008).

These problems in the migration process can
be determined by conducting sociological surveys.
However, proper monitoring of migration is impor-
tant for the actual implementation of this survey.
Typically, this information is compiled based on
visa and border statistics, as well as opinions from
industry experts. Combining information from dif-
ferent sources helps to fight against illegal migra-
tion, to apply effective measures, and also to legal-
ize migrants (Zayonchkovskaya, 2007).

Conclusion

Despite ongoing research, there is no unified
theory of international migration. This problem
shows the importance of using not only one theory
but several to fully understand the issue of migration
between China and Kazakhstan. This study high-
lights the importance of using different theoretical
and methodological approaches to gain a deeper
understanding of Chinese migration to Kazakhstan.
The most important factor in the issue of migration
between the two countries is the economy. That is
why the analysis of economic theories of interna-
tional migration was carried out. In particular, neo-
classical economics, migration chain theory, double
labor market theory, new economic theory of migra-
tion.

Although economic and investment opportuni-
ties are a great help to Kazakhstan, they have nega-
tive consequences. The increase of Chinese migrants
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in the country is alarming, and their illegal work in
the country threatens the stability and security of the
labor market. To prevent and solve this problem, a
comprehensive analysis of data collection methods
is necessary.

It can be said that the China-Kazakhstan migra-
tion situation is an important socio-economic pro-
cess affecting both countries. Effective management

of migration requires a comprehensive approach
that contributes to solving problems affecting the
development and stability of Kazakhstan.

This research is funded by the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Higher Education of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan (project “Migration Factor in the Kazakh-
stan-Chinese Relations”, IRN AP 19679244).
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