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CHINESE FOREIGN POLICY THROUGH THE PRISM
OF “COMMUNITY OF COMMON DESTINY”

Abstract. Since the accession to power of the fifth generation of rulers headed by Chinese President
Xi Jinping, serious changes have taken place in the principle of foreign policy of the People’s Republic of
China. The principle “not to be a leader in international relations, be in shadow” which had been strictly
observed of Mao Zedong and Ding Xiaoping, was given to oblivion. China has transferred to new prin-
ciples, now it is ready to assume responsibility in solving the common human problems on the global
level sticking to the motto of mutually beneficial peace and politics in order to become “the leader” in
their settlement. These changes are vividly seen in the Chinese “Belt and Road” initiative, rejuvenation
of “the Chinese dream” and the initiative of “the common destiny of mankind” which have become the
motto of foreign policy of Xi Jinping. At any meeting or summit of the global level (bilateral, multilateral,
at the sessions of regional and international organizations), Xi Jinping is constantly bringing up the issue
of “the common destiny of mankind”. Due to the fact that they do not manifest any visible expansionistic
or empirical sings, they gain more supporters of their initiatives by their attractive proposals in tackling
such global problems as international terrorism, global warming, ecology, etc. The article analyses the
principles of foreign policy of People’s Republic of China by studying the we initiatives focusing on its
merits and demerits, advantages and threats to other states.

Key words: The People’s Republic of China, Xi Jinping, Chinese foreign policy, “The common des-
tiny of mankind”, “Chinese dream”.

1A, XKekenos, M. Makuiiesa, *C. AxakybaeBa

PhD AoKTOpbI, AOLEHT M.a., e-mail: duman.zhekenov@gmail.com
2poueHT, e-mail: makisheva50@mail.ru
3Ph.D., e-mail: jakubayeva.s@gmail.com
an-Mapabu atbiHAaFbl Kasak YATTbIK, yHMBepcuTeTi, KasakcraH, AAmarsl K.

KbITalAbIH, CbIPTKbI CasicaTbl:
«AAaM3aTTbIH, OPTaK, TaFAbIPbI» GacTamachl

Anaarna. Kbitarn Xaabik, PecrybAamKacbIHbIH CbIPTKbI CasicaT yCTaHbIMAAPbIHAA MEMAEKET H6acbiHa Cu
LI3vHbnuH 6actaraH 6eciHwi 6ybiH 6aclibiAapbl KEAreAi 6epi KypaeAi e3repictep kepiHic 6epe 6acTtasbl.
Mao LzeayH, AsHb C0MMHb 3amaHAapbiHaH Gepi KaTaH, CakTaAbll KeAe >KaTkaH, «XaAblKapaAblk,
MaceAeAepAe Kellbaciubl 60AMay, KOAEHKEAE OOAy» CUSIKTbl YCTaHbIMAAP (MPUHUMNTEP), asam3aTka
OPTaK XaAblKapaAblk MaCeAeAepAi Wwellyae KbiTal >kayankepLuiAikTi ©3 MOMHbIHA aAyFa, 6enbiTwiAiK neH
@3apa TMIMAI casicaTTbl YpaH eTKeH «keLbaclibl GOAyFa» AarbiH AEreH )KaHa YCTaHbIMAAPFa aybICTbIPbIAA
6actaabl. bya e3repictepai Kbitanablk «beasey >xaHe >K0A» 6acTamacbiHaH, «KplTail apMaHbiH» KanTa
>KaHFbIPTY, Cn LI3MHBbNWH CbIPTKbl cascaTblHbIH, ypaHblHA alHAAbIN OTbIpFaH «AAaM3aTTbiH OpPTakK,
TafAbIpbl» GacTaMarapbiHaH aHbIK, 6arkayra 60Aaabl. Cu LIBMHBNMH XaAbIKapaAblK, ABpeXeAeri Kes-
KEAreH Ke3AeCyAepiHAe (eKiXKaKTbl, KOMXKAKThl, aMMaKTbIH YMbIMAAP MEH XaAbIKapPaAbIK, YibIMAAPAbIH,
OTbIpbICTApbIHAQ) «AAAM3aTTblH, OPTakK, TaFAbIPbl» MOCEAECIH TypakTbl TYPAE KOTepin KeAeAi. AHbIK,
KOPiHIN TypFaH 3KCMAHUMSABIK HEMECE SMIMMPMKAAbIK KepiHicTep 60AMaybl, KepiciHlie, aAamM3aTTbl
>KaAMbl Ma3aAalTbIH XaAbIKapPaAbIK, TEPPOP, FaAAMLLAPAbIH XbIAbIHYbI, 3KOAOTMSI CUSIKTbI TaFbl A 6acka
TapTbIMAbI YCbIHbICTAPAbIH 60AYbI OyA GacTamMaHbl KOAAQYLUbI TapanTapAbl ke6enTin oTblp. Makasaaa
KbiTan XaAbik, PecriybAnKachl CbIpTKbl casicaT yCTaHbIMAAPbI OCbl HacTamaAapFa TaAAay >Kacay apKblAbl
TAAAQHBbIM, OHbIH APTbIKLWbIAbIKTAPbl MEH KEMLLIAIKTEPI, 6Hacka MEMAeKeTTepre namAacbl MEH MyMKiH
6oAaTbIH Kayin-KatepAep TypaAbl 6asiHAAAAAbI.

Ty#in cesaep: Kbitan Xaabik Pecniybamkachl, Cn Li3uHbnvH, KpiTai CbpTKbl casicaTbl, «<Apaam3aTTbiH
opTak, Tarablpbl», «KbITal apmaHbl».
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BHewHsis noanTka Kntas ckBo3b npusmy
«CoobL1ecTBa C eAMHOI CyAbOOI»

AnHoTaums. B npuHumne BHewwHen noantukn Kntarckon HapoaHorn PecrnyGAnKmM ¢ NprMxoAOM K
BAQCTM MITOro MOKOAEHWS npaBuTeAert Bo rAaBe ¢ Cu LISMHbMMHOM CTaAM MPOSIBASITBCS Cepbe3Hble
namereHus. [puUHUMIbI «HE ObITb AMAEPOM B MEXAYHAPOAHBIX BOMpoOcax, ObiTb B TeHW», KOTOpbIE
JKECTKO COXpaHsAMCb CO BpeMeH Mao LizeayHa, AsHb ConuHs ocTaAucb no3aaM, Kurtam Hauaa
NepexoAMTb Ha HOBbIE MPWHLMIbLI, OH FOTOB B3STh Ha Cebsl OTBETCTBEHHOCTb B pelleHuM o6Lmx
AASl YEAOBEUECTBA MEXAYHAPOAHbIX MPOBAEM, MPUAEPIKMBASICb AEBM3a B3aMMOBLIFOAHOIO MMpa U
NOAUTUKM CTaTb «AUAEPOM» B UX PeLLUEeHMU. DTU M3MEHEHUS OTUETAMBO BUAHBI M3 MHMLMATUB «[logca
n [yTn», Bo3poxaeHus «Kutanckon meutbi» U MHUumatue «O6uas cyabba yeaoBevecTBa», KOTOpbIe
SBASIIOTCSI AEBM30M BHeluHen NoAnTrkM Cu LisuHbnunHa. Cu LI3MHBNWH NOCTOSIHHO MOAHUMAaET BOMNPOC
«Obuen cyabObl ueAoBeuecTBa» Ha AlOObIX BCTpeYax MEXAYHAPOAHOrO YPOBHSI (ABYCTOPOHHMX,
MHOIOCTOPOHHMX, Ha 3aCEAAHMAX PErMOHAAbHbBIX U MEXXAYHAPOAHbBIX opraHu3aumi). OTCyTCTBME SBHO
BUAMMBIX 3KCMAHCMOHHbBIX MAM 3MIMPUYECKUX MPOSIBAEHWIA, HA0OOPOT, HAAMUME MPUBAEKATEAbHbIX
NPEAAOXKEHUIA B pelleHMn NPpoOAEM BCEro YEAOBEUECTBA, TaKMX KaK MEXAYHAPOAHbIA TEPPOPM3M,
rA06aAbHOE MOTEMNAEHUE, 3KOAOTMS U T.A., YBEAMUMBAIOT CTOPOHHMKOB, MOAAEPXKMBAIOWMX 3TY
WHMUMaTMBY. B cTaTbe aHaAM3MPYIOTCS MNPUMHUMMBI BHEWHer noAuTukM KuTaiickor HapoaHon
Pecny6AMKM MyTem M3ydeHust STUX MHULMATUB, M3AAraloTCsl ee NPenMyLLLecTBa M HEAOCTATKM, MOAb3a

AN BO3MOXKHbIE YIPO3bl AAGd APYTMX TOCYAQpPCTB.

KatoueBble caoBa: Kuranckas HapoaHas Pecny6amka, Cv Lsunbnve, Kutaiickas BHewHsist
noauntuka, «O6uas cyabb6a YeroBeuecTBa», «Kutanckas MeuTan.

Introduction

Since the entry of humanity into the 21st
century, deep and complex changes have taken place
in the international environment; a new stage in the
development of the world’s structure has begun.
Economic globalization has led to the redistribution
of resources throughout the world, the multipolarity
of the world — to a deep adjustment of international
relations, social informatization — to the unity of the
whole world, cultural diversity — to exchanges of
many cultural movements. Radical changes in global
governance and internationally are accelerating. In
this regard, the interconnection and interdependence
in relations between all countries is becoming
more distinct, greater equilibrium is achieved in
the balance of forces at the international level, the
general desire for peaceful development is becoming
an unchanging trend. These changes indicate the
direction of historical progress, affect the well-
being of the peoples of all countries of the world and
require that we should together defend them. At the
same time, the factors of instability and uncertainty
that exist in the world have become apparent. There
are not enough impulses for the growth of the global
economy, the gap between the rich and the poor is
expanding day by day, a continuous series of acute
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problems spans many regions, and unconventional
security threats such as terrorism, cybersecurity,
serious infectious diseases and climate change are
spreading in the world. Mankind actually faces
many common challenges.

In this case, Chinese leaders have been
offering acceptable variation of the development of
International Relations. Today, President Xi Jinping
has given the world a new name — a community of
common destiny. For understanding and analyzing
this , you should research a foreign policy concept of
China. The study of foreign policy discourse today
is becoming an important tool for applied political
analysis. Various conceptual documents (doctrines,
concepts, strategies, etc.), as well as speeches and
statements by officials, which allow us to identify
both the stable structures of the national foreign
policy discourse on the formation of the international
order and the dynamics of their perception, can be
the object of the study.

Speaking at the 19th Congress of the Chinese
Communist Party, which opened on October 18,
2017, Chairman Xi Jinping said: “Socialism with
Chinese characteristics is entering a new era.”

What marked this new era in China’s foreign
policy? To answer this question, we can, for example,
recall the actions of Xi in the international arena
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since 2012, being at the head of the country. None
of the Chinese leaders were able to attract so many
leaders of foreign states to China. For some five
years, Xi has held five major international summits:
the fourth summit of the Conference on Interaction
and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (May
2014), the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
Summit (November 2014), and the G20 Summit
Hangzhou (September 2016), One Belt — One Road
International Cooperation Forum (May 2017) and
the ninth BRICS Summit (September 2017). In
addition, on September 3, 2015, thirty Heads of
state and governments gathered in Beijing to attend
a military parade on the occasion of the seventieth
anniversary of the victory over Japan in World War
II. Moreover, none of the Chinese leaders has made
so many trips around the world in such a short span
of time. Since 2013, Xi has traveled abroad 28 times,
visiting five continents, 56 countries, as well as the
headquarters of major international and regional
organizations.

In addition, China has never had such an impact
on the development of the world economy. Under
Xi Jinping, Beijing initiated the creation of the
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, the Silk
Road Fund and the New Development Bank, three
international financial institutions with a combined
registered capital of more than $ 200 billion. At the
same time, he began the implementation of the “Belt
and Road” initiative — an unprecedented large scale
plan for the development of transport infrastructure
throughout the Eurasian continent. (https://carnegie.
ru/2018/01/23/ru-pub-75325)

With the continuous expansion of friendly
cooperation between China and all countries of the
world, the concept of the community of common
destiny is finding ever-wider support and approval
from the international community. In 2017, the
concept of the community of common destiny
was consistently written in the resolutions of the
UN Commission for Social Development, the UN
Security Council and the UN Human Rights Council.
At the 19th All-China Congress of the CPC, the idea
of forming the community of common destiny was
included in the Charter of the Chinese Communist
Party. Based on the results of the voting at the first
session of the 13th NPC, the decision was made to
include the wording “promoting the formation of
the community of common destiny» in the PRC
Constitution. This reflects China’s unwavering
determination and solemn promise, time by time
with all countries of the world, “to fight for the cause
of the progress of all humankind.”

Relevance

Since the inception of the concept of the
Community of common destiny, international
news agencies, consultancies and academia have
published news coverage, commentaries, reports,
and research on the topic. Many of them are mere
descriptions of known facts or presentations of
opinions and commentaries published elsewhere;
also today, we have had many research results,
monographs of famous scholars and brainstorms of
influential politicians.Even though,we cannot say
that the world academia circle has found an answer
for describing the main character of New Chinese
foreign policy. We still have had so many unanswered
questions about this issue. Notwithstanding, we can
underline some of the important research papers in
our state point below.

Denghua Zhang, professor Coral Bell School of
Asia Pacific Affairs, Australian National University,
in his article called “The Concept of the Community
of Common Destiny in China’s Diplomacy:
Meaning, Motives and Implications” concluded that
the final acceptance of the Community of common
destiny concept by other states will be at the hands
of these countries. It requires Beijing to become
more transparent about the motives behind the
concept, to put more effort into trust building and
to solve disputes with other countries in a frank and
equal spirit. Perhaps, a good step might start from
addressing the territorial disputes in the South China
Sea (Zhang, 2017).

Freelance Researcher of the Mercator Institute
for China Studies (MERICS)Jacob Mardell in his
research works said: “A “community of common
destiny” is achieved through creating both a
“community of shared interests” and a “community
of shared responsibilities.” The “community of
shared interests” roughly corresponds to a situation
of economic interdependence, or “fulfilling
each other economically.” The “community of
responsibility” refers to the political and security
realms, or a situation of “complete political mutual
trust.” (Mardell, 2017) However, these authors could
not clarify the challenges and problems of this issue.
Everything has pros and cons and this new concept
cannot be spared from drawbacks and impediments
either.

In addition, help us to understand the meaning
of the Community of common destiny and foreign
policy of China the main speeches, conversations,
official announces of the Chinese leader. The book
“The Government of China” (Jinping, 2014, 2017)
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that contains a special chapter called “A community
of shared future” has given us the main information
that is related to our subject. Also, the first volume
has had a special part about the Chinese dream and
rejuvenation of Great China. Today we can see a
huge number of Chinese diplomats, scholars and
independent experts from China who are actively
writing, investigating, and popularizing the idea
of “Chinese dream”. For instance, Fudan journal
(China, Fudan University) has published the article
“Interpreting and understanding “The Chinese
dream” written by Professor Xing Li (Li, 2015).

Finally, we can underline interesting overviews
in the articles of the following authors: Callahan
AW., “Dreaming as a Critical Discourse of National
Belongings: China Dream, American Dream and
World Dream” (Callahan, 2017), Godbole A.,
“China’s Asia Strategy under President Xi Jinping”
(Godbole, 2015), Kivimaki T., Soft Power and
Global Governance with Chinese Characteristics”
(Kivimaki, 2014), Xing L. Traditional Chinese
Culture and China’s Diplomatic Thinking in the New
Era (Xing, 2015), Zeng L., Conceptual Analysis of
China’s Belt and Road Initiative: A Road towards
a Regional Community of Common Destiny (Zeng,
2016).

Theoretical-methodological bases

The strong personalization of power has led the
official propaganda and Chinese experts close to
the establishment, if not about “xijinpingization,”
then to the formation of a special system of views
of Xi Jinping on the government, which naturally
affects foreign policy as well. At the same time,
the question remains open whether in the first five
years after Xi Jinping came to power, an updated
and holistic concept of China’s foreign policy was
created, which is based on a fundamentally new
understanding of the tasks and goals of diplomacy.

In the Chinese official discourse, the term “Xi
diplomacy” (Xi shi weijiao) has been established,
and the Xinhua News Agency uses the hashtag #
Xiplomacyl in its English-language channel on
Twitter. However, literature does not yet have a
unified understanding of China’s modern foreign
policy — depending on the views of the researcher,
Chinaappears to be either a revisionist power striving
to destroy the Western liberal order (Benner, 2017),
or a benefactor who brings harmony to the world
and generously shares the fruits of his phenomenal
growth ( Liu, Dunford, 2016).

A Community of common destiny literally refers
to a group of people/nations bonded together by
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common interests and fate. Scholars of international
relations have widely used the term community in
such forms as political community, international
community and moral community (Agnew 1994,
pp. 62—63; Boucher 1998, p. 375). Ernest Haas,
for example, referred to like-minded scientists as
‘an epistemic community’ and highlighted their
role in transferring new knowledge to international
organizations (1990, pp. 40-41). Hedley Bull made
a distinction between ‘a system of states’ and ‘a
society of states’ in his discussion of international
order. In ‘a system of states’, states interact with
and affect one another while acting on their own
interest and values, but in ‘a society of states’,
states conceive themselves to be bound by a sense
of common interests, rules, values and institutions
(2002, pp. 8-15). This definition of ‘a society of
states’ is literally close to a CCD.

In addition, it is time to think about the balance
of power theory. Since the 16th century, balance
of power politics have profoundly influenced
international relations. Nevertheless, in recent
years, with the disappearance of the Soviet Union,
growing power of the United States, and increasing
prominence of international institutions — many
scholars have argued that balance of power theory
is losing its relevance. However, today, with this
Chinese new concept “the Community of common
destiny” nobody can say that balance of power is
losing its relevance. On the contrary, it is time to
point out about new balance of power that in one
side China has unhesitatingly appeared.

Discussion

In February 2016, the US Council on Foreign
Relations published a report, “Xi Jinping on the
Global Stage: Chinese Foreign Policy Under a
Powerful but Exposed Leader.” Authors Robert
Blackville and Kurt Campbell set themselves the
task of analyzing Beijing’s actions on the world
stage under the current chairperson of the PRC,
whom they call “the strongest leader of China since
Deng Xiaoping” (Blackville., Campbell, 2016).

This kind of “analytical note” was written
specifically for the new president, regardless of
which party he will represent. However, there is
no particular disagreement between Republican
R. Blackville and Democrat C. Campbell over
Washington’s “Chinese politics”. Both experts
proceed from the assertion that the PRC is the main
geostrategic competitor of the United States, and
friction between the two great powers will always
exist.
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The authors argue that Xi Jinping’s actions
were not dictated by his personal desires, but by the
conditions in which China is today. That is why R.
Blackville and C. Campbell characterize Chairman
C as a “strong but vulnerable”, in other words,
“dependent” leader. At the same time, they proceed
from the fact that Chinese foreign policy in the
upcoming years will be determined by a slowdown
in China’s economic growth.

For almost thirty years, the country’s GDP
growth exceeded 10% per year, and today,
according to some critical estimates, it has
reached 5%. Since an economic success can no
longer serve as the basis for the legitimacy of
the CCP in power, Xi Jinping will have to rely
on new mechanisms to ensure public loyalty. The
authors of the report conclude that Beijing has
opted for nationalism and even the imposition of
the Xi personality cult. All this takes place against
the backdrop of the intensification of the anti-
corruption campaign, designed to restore public
confidence in the authorities and to “clear” the
political elite from the opposition.

In order to create conditions in which the leader
can demonstrate his power, Xi Jinping will need
“small victorious wars”. In order to fuel the growth
of nationalist sentiments and create conditions
in which the leader can demonstrate his power,
Xi Jinping will need “small victorious wars”.
American experts expect Beijing to take the path
of increasing confrontation in territorial disputes on
the border with India, in the South China and East
China Seas, and take a tougher stance in dealing
with Washington. According to the authors, in this
Xi Jinping takes an example from Vladimir Putin,
who uses similar mechanisms to increase his rating
in Russia (Blackville., Campbell, 2016).

American experts can analyze and can give
determination for Chinese foreign policy from
their national interest. This opinion can include not
full description about the Community of common
destiny. In this case, to make opposite parallels for
comparison you have to search the state point of
Chinese officials.

On March 3, 2019, during the “two sessions”,
Xiao Jian interviewed the former deputy head of
the Department of International Relations of the
CPC Central Committee, deputy director of the
Association of the Chinese People for Disarmament
and Peace Zhou Li. In an interview, he talked about
his point of view on pressing issues such as foreign
investments of domestic enterprises, the Belt and
Road initiative, relations between China and Russia,
and the country’s diplomatic course.

According to Zhou Li, the successes achieved
over the last five years in the field of foreign policy
are closely linked with the diplomatic ideas of Xi
Jinping. The diplomacy of a major power with
Chinese characteristics is an important component
of Xi Jinping’s concepts of socialism with Chinese
characteristics in the new era. It is embodied in the
following aspects. Firstly, it is necessary to adhere
to the principles of mutual respect and mutually
beneficial cooperation, to achieve the cohesion of all
countries and to jointly follow the path of peaceful
development. Secondly, to protect world peace and
promote joint development, thereby promoting the
development of a community of one destiny. Thirdly,
to uphold the concept of justice and equality, as
well as direct the process of reforming the global
governance system. Fourth, adhere to the principle
of “joint consultation, joint construction and joint
use of the fruits of development” in order to promote
the construction within the framework of the “Belt
and Road” initiative. Fifth, based on deepening the
diplomatic approach to create a global partnership.
Sixth, to consider the protection of national interests
as a certain limit, which in no case can be crossed,
and to defend the sovereignty, security and national
interests of the country. Seventh, to form the unique
diplomacy of China, combining the best traditions
of foreign policy with the characteristics of the new
era (Jian, 2019).

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of China to the Russian Federation Li Hui in his
interview expressed three main characteristics or
explanations of the Community of common destiny.

Firstly, this is an international situation, the
roots of which lie in the era of globalization.
The world today has entered a period of great
development, big changes, big reconfiguration,
the system of international relations and the world
order are undergoing fundamental changes. With
the deepening and development of multipolarity, the
globalization of the economy, the informatization
of society, and cultural diversity, a whole host
of developing countries and emerging markets
have embarked on the path of rapid development,
numerous development centers are gradually being
formed in various regions of the world, and the
trend of peaceful development will not be reversed.
With each passing day, the interconnectedness and
interdependence of all countries are deepening,
there are fewer and fewer opportunities for the
isolated development of the state, and the tendency
towards mutually beneficial cooperation and joint
development is becoming increasingly apparent. At
the same time, many difficulties turn into inevitable
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for any state, requiring problems to be solved
by joint efforts: environmental pollution, food
crises, lack of natural resources, climate change,
network security, epidemics of dangerous diseases,
terrorism, transnational crime and much more. No
state can stand aside and only care about its own
well-being. Harmonious coexistence and cohesion
should become a natural way out.

Secondly, it is a Chinese civilization based on
openness and inclusiveness. It is typical for Chinese
traditional culture to strive for unity, even with
differences, to adhere to the principle of reaching
agreement in case of disagreement, to perceive the
whole world as one family, and thus the goal is equal
cooperation and joint progress for the common
prosperity of different countries, regions and cultures.
In Chinese culture, there are only traditions of “good
relations with neighbors”, “consent in the presence
of differences”, and historically there is no room
for aggression against other peoples and claims for
world domination. China does not seek to dominate
the world and does not accept the logic of “hegemony
of the strong.” There is an ancient expression: “One
flower of spring does not, spring comes when all
the flowers open.” This is the concept of China’s
development and the hopes that China has in the
world. An important initiative for the formation of a
human community with a common destiny is called
upon to establish relations among all such different
cultures of the world, guided by the postulate of
Chinese philosophy, which says “all principles are
implemented together and do not conflict with each
other.” It is necessary to promote the resolution at
the deep level of conflicts and confrontations that
are becoming more acute every day in the modern
world, to stimulate cultural exchanges and mutual
knowledge by maintaining cultural diversity.

Thirdly, it is the duty and responsibility that
Chinaneeds to assume. As China’s total power grows
continuously, its international position gradually
becomes higher, and China needs to clearly explain
to the world its own course of action, while the world
expects China to play the role of a major power.
Although China is the largest developing country, it
occupies only the 70th place in the world in terms of
per capita GDP. As a permanent member of the UN
Security Council and the second largest economy in
the world,China intends to assume responsibility in
international affairs, commensurate with its position,
intends to make an appropriate contribution to the
peaceful and harmonious development of the world
community. Based on the foregoing, President Xi
Jinping of the People’s Republic of China has put
forward an important initiative to form a human
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community with a common destiny and proposed
from five positions at once — politics, security,
economy, culture and ecology — to promote the
building of a clean and beautiful world community
with a lasting peace and general security, common
prosperity, openness and tolerance. This is an
initiative that corresponds to the course of historical
development, meets the requirements of the era,
and this is the carefully thought out development
option that China is ready to offer the world (http://
ru.china-embassy.org/rus/dssghd/t1642278.htm).

Nevertheless, it is difficult to imagine that Xi
Jinping’s personal qualities will have a decisive
influence on Beijing’s foreign policy strategy. Even
under the radical Mao, Chinese foreign policy
was cautious and pragmatic: in relations with the
Soviet Union, the PRC dispensed with “Chinese
warnings,” and in the midst of the Cold War went
on rapprochement with the capitalist United States.
Moreover, today, it seems, the “great freedom of
expression” that Beijing suddenly began to allow
itself is a well-considered strategy that has nothing
to do with emotions or psychological complexes.
Xi Jinping will bite the hand that feeds, quarrel
with the main trading partners of China, either
from nationalist considerations or from allied
agreements.

Conclusion

In conclusion, from our state points we have
witnessed the changes that have happened over
the last years. Moreover, what will China’s foreign
policy be in the next five or ten years? Xi Jinping’s
report at the 19th CCP Congress contains some hints.
This important document is not a mere talk about
the achievements of the past, but it also outlines the
priorities for the future.

The report refers to the “great revival of the
Chinese nation” 27 times, and 6 and 5 times,
respectively, to the “community of common destiny”
and the Belt and Road initiative. However, far more
important is the fact that these three formulations
are now enshrined in the party’s charter in the form
of amendments adopted at the congress. Moreover,
the concept of “great power” is mentioned seven
times, but nothing is said about “relations of a new
type with great powers”. The phrase “international
relations of a new type” appears twice in the report.

Taken together, these signs indicate that the
“great revival of the Chinese nation” will be
Beijing’s top priority until 2049, when China will
celebrate 100th anniversary. At this point, the report
states, the country will become “a modern, powerful
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socialist power.” According to Xi Jinping, “the
advent of socialism with Chinese characteristics in
a new era means that the Chinese nation is facing
a great leap: it has risen to its feet, began to live a
better life and is turning into a strong and powerful
nation.”

Nevertheless, the Chinese dream of national
revival does not come down to restoring the
country’s former greatness. On the contrary, Beijing
is determined to transform the whole world into a
“society with a single destiny,” in particular through

the “Belt and Road” initiative and the creation of
a new type of international relations. This plan is
not designed for one country, even the largest in the
world in terms of population; it is an unprecedentedly
ambitious and bold concept for all of humanity. Not
a single state in history, including the Roman and
British Empires or the United States of America, has
offered such a world. The current program is have
other than China’s bid for world leadership. Thus,
China, having gained wealth and power, will usher
in a new era in international politics.
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